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Mar. 11: 0.00 in.
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Mar. 14: 0.18 in.

Mar. 15: 0.30 in.
Mar. 16: 0.00 in.
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Year to date (since 

Oct. 1): 11.99 in.
Last year to date:  
22.72 in.
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Outdoors still open 
■  Plenty of space for social distancing at 
Steamer Landing Park. PAGE C1

Sports: Cancellations disrupt local teams
High school sports has ground to a halt. PAGE B1

Food: Restaurants move to pick-up only
Where to get a meal while on lockdown. PAGE D1

A global real estate developer held 
its first community outreach forum 
last week to present a proposal for a 
multi-story development project in 
downtown Petaluma, easily one of  the 
largest residential complexes currently 

in the city’s pipeline.
Texas-based development firm Hines 

Interests Limited Partnership present-
ed details of  the proposed five-story 
residential complex in partnership with 
Petaluma development advocacy group 
Know Before You Grow at the Petalu-
ma Library last Wednesday, answering 
questions and collecting feedback in 
what was the most thorough public look 
at the project to date.

Petaluma 
declares 
emergency 
in outbreak
City shuts nonessential 
buildings, cancels meetings 
due to coronavirus

Petaluma council members 
ratified an emergency decla-
ration Monday night, further 
shutting down government 
operations to only essential ser-
vices in response to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic. 

It’s one of  a handful of  other-
wise extraordinary measures 
the city is taking to address the 
public health crisis and attempt 
to slow the spread of  COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the virus, 
amid successive orders issued 
by Gov. Gavin Newsom and a 
Tuesday evening shelter-in-
place order putting Sonoma 
County on lockdown for three 
weeks.

The decision to offer only 
essential services came in 
response to suggestions made 
during Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
Sunday press conference, and 
was later reaffirmed by the 
county’s shelter-in-place order 

See Emergency, A5

 ■ CORONAVIRUS  ■

PHOTOS BY CRISSY PASCUAL / ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

The Petaluma Health Center is prepared to care for patients showing signs of COVID-19, the novel coronavirus with isolated quarantine 
rooms. As patients enter the facility, they are triaged by answering a few questions.

First look at downtown project

See Station, A5

Concerns over the spread 
of  the coronavirus hit Petalu-
ma hard this week as events 
were canceled and healthcare 
workers prepared for the 
outbreak.

Gov. Gavin Newsom last 
week announced all public 
gatherings of  250 or more 
people should not take place, 
setting off a wave of  cancella-
tions that included all shows 
at Petaluma’s Mystic Theater 
through March. The Butter & 
Egg Days parade, Petaluma’s 

marquee event scheduled for 
April 25, was postponed, and 
organizers hoped to resched-
ule it in August.

Updated federal and state 
guidelines announced this 
week include avoiding groups 
of  10 or more people and clos-

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Events canceled, schools shut, businesses 
close as health officials brace for outbreak 

Petaluma life upended

See Coronavirus, A4

Argus-Courier 
is here for you 
in unsettling 
moment
During shelter-in-place 
order, newspaper will 
keep community informed

Dear Reader:
As you know, Sonoma County 

has now been included in the 
shelter-in-place order. Fortu-
nately media companies like 
the Petaluma Argus-Courier 
have permission to continue 
operations in order to give you 
access to the important news 
and information you rely on 
every day.

We have published Petaluma 
news since 1855, and our jour-
nalists have worked through 
earthquakes, floods, power out-
ages and historic wildfires. Now 
we all face a pandemic virus, 
but our journalists continue 
to work tirelessly, even from 
home, to keep you informed.

You will notice some changes 
to the newspaper. Obviously the 
sports and entertainment sec-
tions will shrink as events dry 

See Coverage, A2

By EMILY CHARRIER
ARGUS-COURIER PUBLISHER

By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

A rendering shows the design of the Petaluma 
Station project, a 405-unit mixed use building near 
the downtown SMART station.

Developer unveils plans for 405 
unit mixed-use building next to 
Petaluma’s SMART station

By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Stores like this Target in Petaluma are running low on supplies like 
hand sanitizer and toilet paper.

INSIDE
Petaluma couple talk about 
being quarantined aboard Grand 
Princess cruise ship / A4
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