
Parks of the future
■ City of Petaluma has plans to build 
several new parks. PAGE C1

Sports: Speedway races back
Petaluma track returns without fans. PAGE B1

Food: Sweet Zone closes shop
Petaluma candy shop out of business. PAGE D1
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WEATHER
FORECAST
 Today Friday           Saturday           Sunday

 76˚/52˚ 81˚/51˚          92˚/56˚        100˚/60˚

RAINFALL
August 26: 00.00 in.
August 27: 00.00 in.
August 28: 00.00 in.
August 29: 00.00 in.

August 30: 00.00 in.
August 31: 00.00 in.
Sept. 1: 00.00 in.

Avg. to date: 26.44 in.
Year to date (since  

Oct. 1): 15.58 in.
Last year to date: 
28.21 in. 
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By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Petaluma healthcare officials 
are pitching the community 
on the sale of  Petaluma Valley 
Hospital to a Providence St. 
Joseph Health affiliate, saying 
it is the only way to ensure the 
long-term survival of  the city’s 
only hospital.

St. Joseph, meanwhile, 

promised to invest $100 million 
in the hospital if  voters approve 
the sale to NorCal HealthCon-
nect, the Catholic provider’s 
secular affiliate. The deal would 
require the future owner to 
keep the hospital and emergen-
cy department open for at least 
20 years and provide all current 
services. The family birthing 
center would be required to 
stay open for at least five years.

Voters in the Petaluma 
Health Care District must 
approve the $52.6 million sale, 
which is on the November bal-
lot as Measure CC. Health care 
district officials have been hold-
ing online public meetings to 
build support for the measure. 
The only notable opposition to 
the sale is from the Petaluma 
Staff Nurse Partnership, the 
union that represents Petaluma 

Valley nurses.
Elece Hempel, president of  

the health care district board, 
said at a Friday forum that the 
deal is good for the long-term 
viability of  the hospital.

“It’s important to recognize 
that a 20-year commitment 
is a very solid commitment 
to ensure that we have core 
services and an active ER,” she 
said. “We’ve seen giant changes 
in even the last 10 years on how 
hospitals are operating and 
their margin is narrower and 
narrower.”

Hempel said that the deal 
before voters is the result of  a 
five year search for a hospital 
operator. A failed ballot mea-
sure, she said, would continue 
that process, resulting in more 
uncertainty for the 80-bed 
facility.

“Not having the ballot pass 
would trigger a need for us to 
find and try to sway another 
organization into running the 
hospital,” she said. “We did that 
before. We had options.”

Healthcare officials pitch hospital sale
Public health authorities asked voters to back the sale of Petaluma  
Valley Hospital to NorCal HealthConnect, a St. Joseph affiliate

By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A well-known Petaluma chef  
has been arrested on suspicion 
of  molesting a young girl for 
several years.

Corey Basso, 66, owned and 
was head chef  at Le Bistro 
restaurant on Petaluma Boule-
vard South for several years un-
til it closed in 2017. Beginning 
in 2019, he was an occasional 
cook at Seared further north on 
the boulevard.

Basso hasn’t worked at 
Seared since February, owner 
Ken O’Donnell said Friday.

Detectives arrested Basso 
Aug. 26 after interviewing him 
at police headquarters about al-
legations a young woman made 
about him, Petaluma Police Sgt. 
Paul Gilman said.

The woman, now 18, reported 
that Basso molested her repeat-
edly over several years.

Basso was booked on four 
charges: two counts of  contin-
uous sexual abuse of  a minor 
under age 10, one count of  the 
same with a minor under 14 
and one count of  committing 
lewd and lascivious acts with 
a child under 14. All charges 
relate to one alleged victim.

Petaluma 
chef faces 
charges of 
molestation
Case involves claims 
that Corey Basso 
abused girl for years
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By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

When a group of  local history buffs started 
planning how to mark the centennial of  the 
ratification of  the 19th Amendment, there 

was no way to predict that their Petaluma Museum ex-
hibit would be forced to adapt to an unforeseen public 
health crisis.

But for co-curator Paula Freund, there’s a striking 
parallel between the conditions that forced the mu-
seum event into the digital realm, and the lives of  the 
women activists it chronicles.

“What’s so fascinating 
is that the women’s suf-
frage movement, toward 
the end, was working 
during the 1918 flu pan-
demic,” she said. “They 
were working during this 
time to get their message 
out, and in a way, so are 
we.”

The Petaluma Muse-
um’s virtual suffrage 
centennial exhibit kicked 
off last week, exploring 
Petaluma’s involvement 
in the movement to give 
women the right to vote 
and the Aug. 18, 1920 
ratification of  the 19th 
Amendment.

The exhibit kicked 
off Aug. 26 with a lives-
treamed dedication to 
former Congresswom-

an Lynn Woolsey and former Mayor Helen Putnam, 
presided by current Rep. Jared Huffman and Mayor 
Teresa Barrett.

It was the first in a handful of  modified, virtual 

Celebrating women’s suffrage
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The Petaluma Museum has an exhibit celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
19th Amendment which was curated by Katherine J. Rinehart, left, and Paula 
Freund, who stand outside the museum with president Clint Gilbert.

Petaluma Museum exhibit, month 
of events, highlight Petaluma’s role 
in women securing right to vote

By JANET PERRY
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

A century ago, it was the sprawling chick-
en ranches on the outskirts of  town and the 
red brick egg hatcheries that dotted Petalu-
ma Boulevard North that gave the city the 
nickname “Egg basket of  the world.”

Today, it’s backyard chicken coops where 
Petalumans are carrying on the tradition of  
raising eggs.

As the coronavirus pandemic continues 
its spread, job losses continue to climb, and 

food insecurity is a growing concern, people 
are looking at their own backyards for pos-
sible food production.

Along with the WWII “Victory Gardens” 
that have made a resurgence, Petaluma 
residents are creating little farms in their 
backyards and introducing chickens into 
the mix.

Kendra Benson, General Manager of  Riv-
ertown Feed & Pet Country Store said chick 
sales have always been good. However, since 
the shelter in place orders went into effect 
they’ve actually had to create a reservation 
system with dedicated time slots to avoid 
lines that were forming well before they 
opened up each morning.

Chickens are making 
comeback in Egg-town
In Petaluma, once the egg capital of 
the world, beloved birds are helping 
local families survive the pandemic
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Maia Davidson, 5, loves to play and take care of her family’s backyard chickens. Her 
parents, Todd Davidson and Amanda Basler, enjoy the fresh eggs they collect regu-
larly. The popularity of backyard chickens has increased since the pandemic.

See Basso, A4

See Chickens, A5

See Hospital, A5

A photo on display at the 
Petaluma Museum’s current 
exhibit, “Petaluma’s Par-
ticipation in the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement.”

See Suffrage, A4


