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Stephanie Cannell knows the difference between having
insurance and being insured. Specializing in Southern Marin
for the last 16 years, she overcomes insurance objections that
are unique to our area. Handling all types of insurance from
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business. Stephanie brings her experience to work for you.
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Belvedere voters have chosen 
incumbent Nancy Kemnitzer 
and newcomers Steve Block and 
James Lynch in a four-way race 
to fill three seats on the Belvedere 
City Council.

Block and Kemnitzer quickly 

emerged as the favorites in the 
Nov. 3 election, pulling 810 and 
809 votes respectively on the 
1,287 ballots cast, or about 63-per-
cent support. Lynch followed with 
723 votes, earning support on 
56.2 percent of Belvedere ballots. 

A fourth candidate, Chelsea 

Kemnitzer, Block, Lynch emerge  
as victors for Belvedere council

LynchBlock
———
See 

elavin@thearknewspaper.com
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Voters in the Reed Union School District 
have elected incumbent Liz Webb and 
newcomer Jacqueline Jaffee to four-year 
terms on the district’s board of trustees.

As of Nov. 9, Webb, who runs a digital 
marketing research and consulting firm, 
was the leading vote-getter in the four-
way, pick-two contest, earning a vote on 
some 48.1 percent of ballots cast in the 
Nov. 3 election. Jaffee, an attorney and 
the executive director of nonprofit Adopt 

Webb and 
Jaffee win 
Reed school 
district race 

JaffeeWebb

———
See 
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The Tamalpais Union High School 
District’s proposed nine-year parcel-
tax renewal earned a resounding 
victory in the Nov. 3 election, guaran-
teeing a critical source of revenue for 
the district through 2029. 

As of The Ark’s Nov. 9 press dead-
line, Measure 
M had earned 
73 .7-percent 
approval from 
voters, well 
over the two-
thirds’ mar-
gin it needs 
to pass. Of the 
62,132 votes 

cast in the race, 45,790 were in support 
of the measure, while 16,342, or 26.3 
percent, were against it. 

There were still about 20,000 mail-
in and provisional ballots to be count-
ed throughout the county, according 
to the Marin Elections Department, 
though it’s unclear how many of those 

Tam district’s 
parcel-tax 
renewal sails 
to easy victory

editor@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon Peninsula and Marin County 
voters broke with the rest of Californians 
on nearly half the state ballot propositions, 
supporting failing initiatives on commer-
cial property taxes, restoring affirmative 

action, giving limited voting rights to 
17-year-olds and ending cash bail while re-
jecting a winning initiative to classify app-
based drivers as independent contractors.

The Nov. 3 presidential election has al-
ready drawn record turnout nationwide, 

dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon entrepreneur Jon Fisher says he’s 
liked Joe Biden for many years, but he only 
made a foray into providing — and gener-
ating — financial support for the former 
vice president’s presidential campaign last 
October, during primary season.

That’s when Fisher, chief executive of-
ficer of CrowdOptic, and U.S. Sen. Dianne 

Rejected progressive initiatives 
were backed by Marin voters

Peninsula partisans 
discuss presidential 
vote and road ahead

———
See 

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

———
See 

———
See 

inside
Tamalpais Union 
High School District 
board incumbents 
Leslie Harlander 
and Karen Loeb-
baka fight off three 
challengers to retain 
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A Family Marin, had earned votes on about 
41.9 percent of ballots.

Fellow candidates Chuck Hornbrook, 
who currently serves on the Tiburon Parks, 
Open Space and Trails Commission, had 
earned about 27.2 percent of the vote, while 
Dan Emerson, the senior associate athletic 
director for compliance at the Academy of 
Art University, had about 10.8 percent.

A total of 8,337 ballots have been counted 
in the race so far, a turnout of about 79.3 per-
cent of the district’s 10,510 registered voters, 
though that percentage is expected to rise 

At The Ark’s press time Nov. 9, some 
20,000 mail-in and provisional ballots re-
mained uncounted in Marin, according to 
the county Elections Department. It’s un-
clear how many of those ballots belong to 
voters who live within the school district, 
which includes Tiburon, Belvedere and East 
Corte Madera. 

The county has until Dec. 3 to report its 
election results to the California Secretary of 
State, which must then certify the results by 
Dec. 11. 

Webb, 45, was appointed to the five-mem-
ber school board in February to fill the seat of 
longtime board member Dana Linker Steele, 
who resigned in December with a year left 
on an extended five-year term. In an Nov. 4 
interview, she said she was excited to have 
the opportunity to serve her own full term.

“I just feel honored to have been chosen to 
continue to serve for four years, and I’m re-
ally thankful to the community for showing 
up and coming out to vote,” she said.

Webb’s re-election makes Jaffee, 43, the 
lone newcomer to the board. She’ll fill the 
seat currently occupied by Amy Jacobs, who 
was appointed to the board in 2018 when an-
other longtime board member, Susan Lambe 
Peitz, stepped down two years before her ex-
tended term was set to expire. Jacobs chose 
not to run for re-election. 

Jaffee said she’s eager to begin a new 
challenge.

“I’m humbled to have earned the trust and 
support of this community, and I really look 
forward to working on their behalf,” she said. 

The Nov. 3 election was the first contested 
board race in the district in eight years, and 
all four candidates who ran have students 
enrolled in district schools. Webb and Jaffee 
each have three children, one each enrolled 
at Reed and Bel Aire elementary schools and 
Del Mar Middle School. Hornbrook, 53, has 
a son at Del Mar while Emerson, 42, has two 
daughters at Bel Aire. 

Throughout the course of their cam-
paigns, candidates found themselves mostly 
aligned on key issues facing the district. 
All advocated for students’ safe return to 
in-person learning amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, pointed to issues of diversity 
and inclusion as a priority for the district 
and advocated for more transparent com-
munication between school officials and the 

community. 
Webb lives in Tiburon with her family, 

which includes husband Jeff, and runs eVoc 
Insights, which conducts consumer research 
to help companies evaluate the experience 
they’re offering customers through websites 
and apps. She also serves on the board of 
the nonprofit Children of Shelters, which 
provides educational support to children 
living in San Francisco’s homeless shel-
ters, and has volunteered with the Reed 
district Parent Teacher Association and the 
Foundation for Reed Schools.

In running to retain her seat, Webb high-
lighted the experience she said she had 
gained during her short time on the board. 
Webb was just one month into her appoint-
ment when the pandemic shut down school 
campuses throughout Marin in March. Since 
then, she and her fellow board members have 
approved and guided the district through a 
five-phase reopening plan aimed at safely 
bringing students back to campuses. 

Webb noted the ever-evolving pandemic 
forced her to get up to speed quickly and 
has put her in the position to be an effective 
board member over the next four years.

“Being on the board for me has just been 
about learning and moving and acting,” she 
said.

Jaffee, meanwhile, brings extensive 
knowledge of the district to her new role. 
She’s lived in Tiburon since 2011 with her 
husband, Ian, and has been an active volun-
teer in the district since their children began 

attending school. She currently serves as 
the co-president of the Foundation for Reed 
Schools board of directors.

A few years ago, she helped found All In, a 
Tiburon-based program of Adopt A Family 
Marin that aims to support local low-income 
families. The program has previously pro-
vided financial support to send underserved 
youth in Tiburon to summer camp, orga-
nized a back-to-school shoe drive and has 
provided Thanksgiving meals to families at 
The Hilarita, an affordable-housing complex 
on Ned’s Way.

Jaffee said she believes she was able to 
win over voters “from my years of involve-
ment not just in the schools but also in our 
community and in the county community, 
and just kind of standing in and stepping up 
for what I’ve always believed in.”

She said she’s looking forward to not only 
learning from her colleagues on the board 
but continuing to have conversations with 
teachers, parents and community members 
that will help strengthen the district.

“It’s important for us to always build on 
what we know and, at the same time, push 
ourselves and get outside our comfort zone 
and do better for ourselves and our commu-
nity,” she said.

Webb and Jaffee are expected to be sworn 
in to office at the board’s Dec. 15 meeting. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.

With Harlander and Loebbaka winning 
re-election, the current five-member board 
will remain intact as it continues to guide 
the district through a series of high-profile 
challenges, including educating the district’s 
more than 5,000 students amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic. While the district opened the 
school year with full-time distance learning, 
it plans to transition to a hybrid model that 

combines distance learning with in-person 
classes in January.

In addition, the board earlier this year 
committed to dismantling racist policies 
and practices within the district, forming a 
Racial Justice Task Force that will audit all 
the district’s courses to include anti-racist 
content, develop specific policies to amplify 
the district’s anti-discrimination policy and 
purchase training resources that support 
implementing anti-racist practices. 

At the same time, the district continues 

to explore a permanent name change for 
High School 1327, a move prompted by a 
group of teachers, parents and former and 
current students who want to disassociate 
the school with Sir Francis Drake over the 
British explorer’s history of slave trading. 

The board in the next several months will 
also likely be tasked with making budget 
cuts to erase projected deficits of $134,000 
in 2021-2022 and $2.6 million in 2022-2023. 
The district has been spared the threat of 
having to make nearly $17 million in sweep-

ing, drastic cuts to academics and electives 
with the Nov. 3 passage of Measure M, a 
nine-year renewal of the existing parcel tax 
that currently accounts for about 17 percent 
of the district’s annual revenue. As of Nov. 
9, the measure had earned 73.7 percent ap-
proval from district voters, well over the 
two-thirds’ margin it needed to pass. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.
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belong to voters within the Tamalpais dis-
trict, which includes the greater Tiburon 
Peninsula.

Measure M would renew the existing $469 
parcel tax, which is set to expire in June 
2022, through June 2029. Like the current 
tax, the renewal would carry a 3-percent 
cost-of-living escalator, putting the tax at 
about $590 by its expiration.

The current parcel tax nets the district 
about $16.8 million annually, accounting for 
about 17 percent of the district’s total rev-
enue each year. Ahead of the election, dis-
trict officials said money from the parcel tax 
funds the equivalent of about 100 teachers 
and warned that a failure to renew the tax 
would result in sweeping, significant cuts to 
academic and elective programming. 

In a Nov. 4 interview, Measure M cam-
paign co-chair Dana Linker Steele of 
Tiburon noted that while the campaign was 
waiting for the final vote tally to officially 
celebrate victory, the voter approval of the 
measure appeared “emphatic.”

“To come in at 73.6 percent for the initial 
result was a light of hope last night that 
people really took their local community 
seriously, they heard the message and they 
feel strongly about quality education and 

schools,” Linker Steele said. 
The victory for Measure M comes about 

eight months after the district was unsuc-
cessful in passing Measure B, a 10-year 
tax increase and extension that would have 
raised the current tax by $190, to $645, in its 
first year. The measure earned about 63 per-
cent support in the March presidential pri-
mary, falling short of the needed two-thirds’ 
approval.

After subsequent polling showed weak 
support for another try at a parcel-tax in-
crease, the district opted to place a straight 
renewal on the November ballot. But while 
the measure’s success will spare the district 
from massive, across-the-board cuts, it won’t 
completely eliminate the financial woes that 
have plagued the district over the past sev-
eral years. 

Starting in 2016, the district was project-
ing multimillion-dollar budget deficits in 
each of the following years that threatened 
to leave the district insolvent by the current 
school year; district officials attributed those 
deficits to a boom in enrollment that is ex-
pected to peak next year, as well as rising 
pension and special-education costs. 

The district began taking swift action 
to correct course. Key to those efforts was 
passing a supplementary short-term parcel 
tax in 2018, which was combined with the 
existing tax to create the current $469 parcel 

tax, and making about $6.7 million in ongo-
ing budget cuts over the past three years.

Even with continued revenue from the ex-
isting parcel tax, the district is still project-
ing deficit spending of $134,000 in 2021-2022 
and $2.6 million in 2022-2023 that officials 
have said will result in budget cuts that are 
likely to impact programming. However, in 
a Nov. 4 email, district Superintendent Tara 
Taupier noted those reductions will be far 
less drastic than they would be if Measure 
M had not passed. The district had previ-
ously projected that a loss of the existing 
parcel-tax revenue would have resulted in 
an $18.8-million deficit by 2022-2023. 

“The district will need to continue to ad-
just and make reductions in spending to 
balance our budget in the coming years,” 
Taupier wrote. “However, because of strong 
support from our community, any necessary 
reductions will be far more manageable than 
if we were without the (parcel tax revenue).”

The only formal opposition to Measure M 
on the ballot came from Michael Hartnett, a 
founder of a group called the Marin Public 
Policy Institute, who said a parcel tax that 
charges per square foot of building would 
be fairer than the proposed flat-rate parcel-
tax, in which all parcels pay the same rate 
regardless of size.

Hartnett also said the 3-percent cost-of-liv-

ing escalator attached to the measure wasn’t 
appropriate during an economic downturn.

Meanwhile, the Measure M campaign, 
co-chaired by Linker Steele and Jennifer 
Ginsburg of Corte Madera, relied on mail-
ers and phone and text banks to educate the 
community about the measure. The cam-
paign was able to raise more than $128,000 
in support of the measure, according to cam-
paign finance reports. 

Linker Steele said it was “critical” for 
Measure M to pass so the district didn’t 
have to face nearly $17 million in budget 
cuts while also dealing with several other 
high-profile challenges, including educating 
students amid the pandemic and a contro-
versial name change for High School 1327, 
formerly known as Sir Francis Drake High 
School. 

She said financial support for the cam-
paign showed that people understood the 
stakes of the measure. 

“For the amount of money we raised to 
launch our campaign, we’ve now secured 
for the district $16 million a year for nine 
years,” Linker Steele said. “From a business 
standpoint, the return on investment is pret-
ty tremendous.”

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.
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with Democrat and former Vice President 
Joe Biden challenging Republican President 
Donald Trump at the top of the ballot amid 
a coronavirus pandemic that led to a surge 
in mail-in voting. Marin’s numbers are no 
different, as county elections officials an-
nounced last week they’d received some 
157,000 ballots to date, already a record 
number of total votes at over 16,000 more 
than 2008, when Democrat Barack Obama 
defeated Republican John McCain to win his 
first term as president. With 175,220 regis-
tered voters, Marin’s estimated turnout so 
far is 89-percent turnout. That’s lower than 
the 91-percent turnout of 2008, but mail-in 
ballots are still arriving and can be counted 
if postmarked on or before Election Day.

In addition to the state propositions, the 
Belvedere City Council and seats on the 
Reed Union and Tam Union High school dis-
tricts — plus a renewal of the Tam district’s 
$469-per-year annual parcel tax — here’s a 
look at what else is on the ballot:

 

U.S. official, all voters
California went strong for Biden over 

Trump with 64.6-percent backing to 33.4 
percent — but Marin County went stronger, 
with 83.2 percent of the vote for Biden to 15.1 
percent to Trump.

Late counts of mail-in ballots in 
Pennsylvania and continued counting of 
votes in Democratic stronghold areas of 
Nevada and Georgia pushed Biden over the 
270 electoral-vote threshold early Nov. 6, 
though as of The Ark’s press time, Trump 
has not conceded the race and is still mount-
ing legal challenges.

U.S. official, regional California voters
In a landslide victory, U.S. Rep. Jared 

Huffman, D-San Rafael, will head to his 
fifth term as representative of District 2, 
which spans coastal California from Marin 
to the Oregon border. District voters sup-
ported him 78.3 percent to 21.7 percent over 
Republican Dale K. Mensing, a Humboldt 
County cashier. Marin backed Huffman 83.8 
percent to 16.2 percent. 

Incumbent Marc Levine
State official, regional California voters
In a runoff between two Democrats, 

Assemblyman Marc Levine of San Rafael, 
whose seat covers all of Marin County and 
the southern portion of Sonoma County, 
defeated Democrat Veronica “Roni” Jacobi, 
a former Santa Rosa City Councilmember, 
68 percent to 32 percent. Marin is backing 
Levine 72 percent to 28 percent.

Marin Community  

Local officials, all Marin voters
Challenger Paul da Silva, a retired biology 

professor, is the top vote-getter against four 
incumbents seeking to retain their seats on 
the board, as voters backed him on 48.9 per-
cent of ballots cast.

Trailing him for the three remaining seats 
are incumbent Stephanie A. O’Brien, a busi-
ness owner, with 46-percent support; incum-
bent Philip J. Kranenburg, a certified public 
accountant, with 41.7-percent support; and 
incumbent Eva Long, an educator and ger-

ontologist, with 40.7-percent support.
Incumbent Stuart Tanenberg, a business 

owner, is about 2,000 votes behind Long, 
with 38.9-percent support, but is unlikely to 
close the gap.

Challenger Robbie T.B. Powelson, a home 
caregiver, was defeated with 15.6-percent 
support.

Local officials, all district voters
Voters have dispatched incumbent Bob 

Jacobs, a retired teacher, who trails all chal-
lengers in a four-way race for two seats on 
the board.

Leading the pack are Michele Crncich 
Hodge, a teacher and researcher, who was 
picked by voters on 38.6 percent of ballots, 
and Elli Abdoli, a government ethics attor-
ney, who has 37.2-percent voter support.

Joan Hottenstein, a community advo-
cate, is just 454 votes behind Abdoli, with 
34.8-percent support.

Jacobs was eliminated with 26.3-percent 
support.

Local official, all division voters
Larry Russell, a water-quality engineer 

who has represented the Tiburon Peninsula, 
Corte Madera and Larkspur on the board 
since 2004, will defeat challenger Chris 
Hobbs, a chief operating officer at a philan-
thropic-investments firm. Russell is winning 
68.4 percent to 31.6 percent.

Local officials, all Marin voters
Voters have kept one incumbent but are 

throwing out another in a four-way race for 
two seats on the board.

Challenger Edward J. Alfrey, a trauma-
surgery director, is the top vote-getter, picked 
on 47.7 percent of ballots cast. He’s trailed by 
incumbent Ann Sparkman, a health-care at-
torney, who has 42.8-percent voter support.

They will cruise to victory with big leads 
over incumbent Harris Simmonds, a retired 
OB/GYN, who drew 22-percent support, and 
challenger Melissa D. Bradley, owner of a 
real-estate firm, who was backed by 16 per-
cent of voters.

Uncontested Tiburon  
Peninsula winners

The following boards all had de-facto win-
ners, with the number of candidates equal 
to or fewer than the number of seats up for 
election.

 Vice Mayor 
Holli Thier and Councilmember David Kulik.

board: Incumbents Robert Miller and Steve 
Sears.

District, full term: Incumbents Cathryn 
Hilliard and Stephen Willis. At its Nov. 3 
meeting, the Marin Board of Supervisors ap-
pointed newcomer Ashley Raveche to a third 
seat over three other applicants. 

District, short term: Incumbent Cristine 
Soto DeBerry.

full term: Incumbents Jeff Slavitz and 
David Eklund.

short term: Incumbent Patrick Walravens.
 

Incumbents Richard Snyder and John Carapiet 

 continued from page 1
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Schlunt, earned 458 votes, or 35.6 percent. 
With 1,591 registered voters in Belvedere, 

turnout in the race is currently about 80.9 
percent, though that number is expected to 
rise. At The Ark’s press time Nov. 9, some 
20,000 mail-in and provisional ballots re-
mained uncounted in Marin, according to 
the county Elections Department, and more 
mail-in ballots are expected to arrive. It’s 
unclear how many of those ballots belong to 
voters who live in Belvedere.

Kemnitzer was elected to her first term 
in 2016 after running unopposed and cur-
rently serves as the city’s mayor. Block 
and Lynch will fill seats vacated by two-
term councilmembers Bob McCaskill and 
Claire McAuliffe, who stepped down under 
a Belvedere custom that councilmembers 
don’t run for a third term. 

Earlier in the summer, it appeared the 
race for the three council seats would be un-
contested, with Kemnitzer, Lynch and Block 
filing their paperwork to run. However, just 
before the Aug. 12 filing deadline, Schlunt 
threw her hat into the ring, ensuring a com-

petitive election. 
In an interview after the election, 

Kemnitzer said she was buoyed by the sup-
port of Belvedere voters and is looking for-
ward to working with Block and Lynch on 
the council.

“I want to thank all of the residents of 
Belvedere who supported my re-election in 
every way,” Kemnitzer said. “This process 
made me think deeply about my priorities 
for Belvedere, refreshing my efforts to find 
common ground among colleagues and 
constituents.”

Kemnitzer, 68, is set to retire from her job 
as a law partner at Kemnitzer, Barron & 
Krieg next year. Before joining the council, 
she served nearly 10 years on the Belvedere 
Planning Commission. She and her husband 
have lived in Belvedere for 35 years and 
raised two children there. Ahead of the elec-
tion, Kemnitzer campaigned on her many 
years of community service and the experi-
ence she’s gained while handling the mul-
tiple challenges that have arisen in her year 
as mayor, including her leadership guiding 
the city through the coronavirus pandemic. 

Block, 59, is a retired attorney who now 
does pro-bono legal work for Marin groups, 

including nonprofits 10,000 Degrees, the 
Canal Alliance and Marin Legal Aid. He 
also serves as a Belvedere Block Captain and 
as a trustee on the Belvedere Community 
Foundation.

In a statement issued after the election, 
Block said he looks forward to serving with 
Kemnitzer and Lynch and thanked Schlunt 
for “providing Belvedere with a meaningful 
choice in this election.” 

“During the last two months, I’ve tried to 
knock on every door in the city of Belvedere, 
and I’ve been fortunate to speak with hun-
dreds of folks in our community,” Block 
wrote. “These conversations have reaffirmed 
my belief that we will all face the challenges 
of today and tomorrow with talent, probity 
and goodwill toward our fellow citizens.” 

Lynch, 53, is a retired partner at the legal 
firm Latham & Watkins and has served on 
the Belvedere Planning Commission since 
2014. He also chairs the city’s Committee 
to Protect Belvedere’s Seawalls, Levees 
and Utilities and is board president of The 
Redwoods senior community in Mill Valley.

He could not be reached for comment on 
the election results. However, he sent out a 

statement to supporters shortly after polls 
closed on Election Day congratulating the 
other winners and thanking Belvedere 
voters. 

“Belvedere voters won this contested cam-
paign by having choices among a field of 
highly talented and energetic candidates,” 
Lynch wrote. “I want to thank all of you 
for your endorsement and support. It’s a 
privilege to serve Belvedere, and we’re very 
grateful for your help in making it possible.” 

Kemnitzer, Lynch and Block are expected 
to be sworn in to their newly won four-year 
terms at the council’s Dec. 14 meeting.

The council faces some large decisions in 
the coming months and years, most notably 
on the design and funding of a multimillion-
dollar seawall project, preparing the city 
for natural disasters, managing unfunded 
employee-pension liability and helping the 
city and its residents recover from the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.

and newcomer Jorge Omar Arias-Montez.

full term: Incumbents Pam Bohner and 
Cale Nichols.

short term: Newcomer Alexander Johnson.

State proposition, all voters
Passing with 51-percent statewide support 

and 57.1-percent Marin support. The propo-
sition authorizes $5.5 billion in state bonds 
for stem-cell and other medical research, 
dedicating $1.5 billion of that to brain-related 
diseases. Proponents said these bonds lead to 
new medical treatments, but opponents said 
California should not be spending this money 
when so many are out of work and that fund-
ing for such research continues through the 
federal government and private groups.

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 51.8-percent statewide op-

position but 38.2-percent Marin opposition. 
Voters rejected an increase on property 
taxes on commercial properties worth more 
than $3 million, which would have provided 
$6.5 billion to $11.5 billion in new funding 
to local government and schools. Proponents 
said owners should pay taxes on what the 
properties are really worth, while opponents 
said the taxes would just be passed back to 
consumers through higher prices of goods.

agencies to consider diversity
State proposition, all voters

Failing with 56.5-percent statewide op-
position but 43.7-percent Marin opposition. 
Voters rejected repealing a constitutional 
amendment that bans affirmative action, 
which would have again allowed govern-
ment decision-making policies to consider 
race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin 
in order to address diversity. Proponents 
said it would help women and people of 
color; opponents said the state should treat 
everyone equally by merit.

 

State proposition, all voters
Passing with 58.9-percent statewide 

support and 74.9-percent Marin support. 
California will restore voting rights, upon 
completion of a prison term, to those who have 
been disqualified from voting while serving. 
Proponents said parolees are taxpayers and 
citizens who have the right to fully rebuild 
their lives; opponents said serious and violent 
criminals should prove they have changed 
before their voting rights are restored.

 

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 55.5-percent statewide op-

position but 41.6-percent Marin opposition. 
Voters rejected amending the state constitu-
tion to allow 17-year-olds to vote in primary 
and special elections if they turn 18 by the 
next general election. Proponents said eli-
gible 17-year-olds should be able to help pick 
who is on the November ballot; opponents 
said 17-year-olds are not legal adults mature 
enough to make important decisions.

State proposition, all voters
Passing with 51.3-percent statewide 

support and 55.2-percent Marin support. 
California will allow homeowners who are 
over 55, disabled or are wildfire or disaster 
victims to transfer their primary residence’s 
tax base to a replacement primary residence, 
allowing them to keep their lower property 
taxes. The law closes loopholes to exclude 
inherited properties not used as primary 
residences, so local governments should see 
a net gain of millions of dollars in property-
tax revenue. Proponents said it helps vulner-
able populations; opponents said it could 
hurt families who cannot afford to pay taxes 
on an inherited family home.

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 62.2-percent statewide op-

position and 74.2-percent Marin opposition. 
Voters rejected a proposal to reduce the 

number of non-violent prisoners eligible for 
parole provisions previously approved by 
voters; to expand the list of crimes classified 
as violent; to allow some “petty theft” crimes 
to be charged as felonies; to require the col-
lection of DNA for some misdemeanors; and 
to establish new categories of serial crime 
and organized retail crime. Proponents said 
the law would prevent some violent offenders 
from getting out early and properly reclas-
sify some crimes as violent; opponents said 
it would roll back prison reform and result in 
extreme sentences.

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 59.8-percent statewide opposi-

tion and 59-percent Marin opposition. Voters 
rejected a proposal to allow local govern-
ments to establish rent control on residential 
properties more than 15 years old. Landlords 
who own more than two housing units would 
have been able raise rent by up to 15 percent 
over three years on new renters, plus any 
increase allowed by local law. Proponents 
said it would help families, children, seniors 
and veterans stay in their homes; opponents 
said it would reduce housing stock and cause 
landlords to evict renters.

 
and delivery drivers

State proposition, all voters
Passing with 58.5-percent statewide 

support but 46.8-percent Marin support. 
California will classify app-based drivers 
as independent contractors instead of em-
ployees; drivers will have to be paid 20-per-
cent more than the local minimum wage, 
and companies will have to pay health 
insurance and job-related-injury costs for 
drivers who work more than 15 hours per 
week. Proponents said rideshare and deliv-
ery drivers want the flexibility to work as 
independent contractors; opponents said 
the companies are trying to eliminate basic 
workplace protections, reduce guaranteed 
earnings and cut overall costs and that ex-
isting laws do not limit driver flexibility.

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 63.9-percent statewide op-

position and 65.2-percent Marin opposition. 
Voters rejected a proposal to require physi-
cians or other specified medical profession-
als to be on site during dialysis treatment, 
prohibiting clinics from reducing services 
without state approval and prohibiting clin-
ics from refusing to treat patients based on 
payment source. Proponents said dialysis 
is a dangerous procedure and that patients 
should have doctor access; opponents said 
the proposal is too costly and would force 
community clinics to close or reduce servic-
es, and that it would take doctors away from 
hospitals and emergency rooms.

State proposition, all voters
Passing with 55.9-percent statewide 

support and 52.9-percent Marin support. 
California will allow consumers to prevent 
businesses from sharing personal informa-
tion, allow them to correct inaccurate per-
sonal information and limit use of “sensitive 
personal information,” including precise 
geolocation, race, ethnicity and health in-
formation. Proponents said tech companies 
should have tougher restrictions on track-
ing activity; opponents said the proposal’s 
language requires too much interpretation, 
doesn’t go far enough and puts too much 
burden on consumers to opt out and fill out 
forms and paperwork.

State proposition, all voters
Failing with 55.8-percent statewide opposi-

tion but 38-percent Marin opposition. Voters 
have overturned Senate Bill 10, passed in 
2018 but not in effect, which would have 
eliminated cash bail and replaced it with a 
risk-based assessment system. Proponents 
said cash bail favors the wealthy and keeps 
low-income defendants in jail, and that 
people found not guilty may still face large 
debts; opponents of repeal said eliminating 
cash bail could result in even more people 
in jail by giving judges and non-transparent 
risk algorithms discretion to not release de-
fendants but that letting suspects out makes 
communities less safe.

Kevin Hessel is The Ark’s executive editor. 
Reach him at 415-435-2652.
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Feinstein co-hosted a fundraiser for Biden at 
her San Francisco home, and Fisher became 
one of about 800 so-called bundlers who raised 
more than $100,000 each for the Democrat’s 
campaign. He co-hosted another in December 
at National Bioskills Laboratories, which 
uses CrowdOptic’s hardware for a remote 
physician-training platform in response to 
COVID-19. 

“I have worked with the same engineers 
and investors for the last 25 years and they 
tolerate me,” said Fisher, who serves on 
the National Finance Council of Biden for 
President. “What I recognize in Vice President 
Biden is that he also has a network of people 
he’s worked with a long time — and they all 
love him. Juxtapose that with (Republican 
President Donald Trump), who continues to 
hemorrhage people. If you can’t maintain the 
five or six critical people necessary to run an 
organization of any size, that’s the biggest tell 
of all. You have to have a team.”

In the Nov. 3 election, Tiburon Peninsula 
and Marin residents overwhelmingly backed 
Biden for president, with 83-percent support 
countywide, 78 percent in Tiburon, 73 percent 
in Belvedere and 80 percent in Strawberry. 
Many backed the campaign financially as 
well, with Tiburon residents putting nearly 
$911,000 directly into the Biden campaign, 
compared with about $87,000 to Trump. The 
figures do not include donations to political 
action committees.

Major media outlets called the race for 
Biden on Nov. 7 after four days of intense 
counting and narrow margins in Arizona, 
Georgia, Nevada and Pennsylvania, with 
Biden projected to have 279 electoral votes 
to Trump’s 214 at The Ark’s press deadline 
Nov. 9. Georgia and Arizona were still lean-
ing toward Biden, while North Carolina and 
Alaska are still leaning Trump, which would 
result in a final count of 306-232. Meanwhile, 
Trump was mounting legal challenges and 
making unsubstantiated claims the election 
was corrupt and fraudulent.

In the days between the election and Biden 
declaring victory, The Ark spoke with sev-
eral residents about their support for the two 
candidates and their sentiment on the days 
and months ahead.

Fisher, for one, said he wasn’t anxious 
about the post-election noise.

“I’ve spoken with the campaign three times 
a day, and we think we will emerge victori-
ous,” he said. “We’re very confident.”

Harry Genant of Tiburon, a retired physi-
cian and entrepreneur, donated to Trump and 

other Republican committees and campaigns.
“I believe that most of his policies are quite 

favorable to the country,” Genant said. “I’m 
supportive of his economic policies, foreign 
policies, military policies and social policies. 
I think he’s represented working-class people 
very strongly. He did surprisingly well con-
sidering what the polls showed. … Now we 
just have to wait and see. It would be a long 
shot.

“I support him in legal actions to oversee 
the counting and review of the balloting,” 
Genant said. “To the extent that proper 
oversight cannot be done, I think holding off 
counting until then is what should be done.”

Republican Vigo “Chip” Nielsen, a retired 
political lawyer, declined to get specific about 
who he voted for, quipping that it was for one 
of the two major candidates.

“You really get tired, after all the years I’ve 
been involved in politics,” said Nielsen, who 
contributed to the campaign of Republican 
Sen. Susan Collins of Maine. “We’ve got a 
split country, for sure. We have a country 
where people don’t think it’s advisable to work 
things out with the opposition. … There’s no 
way you put together some kind of modera-
tion between Republican and Democrat that’s 
going to go anywhere without the people who 
participate in that getting chastised for it.”

Tiburon Planning Commissioner Kathleen 
Defever is an attorney who said she was con-
cerned about the Trump administration’s 
abuse of the legal system.

“I’ve seen a lot of legal changes in the 
government in the last four years that I feel 
are undermining our individual rights, and 
I feel extremely concerned about that,” said 
Defever, who made several contributions to 
Democratic campaigns via fundraising plat-
form ActBlue. “Thus far, (the changes) have 
been small and we haven’t really seen any 
impact from them, but I’m concerned about 
them in the larger picture, so I don’t want to 
see that continue.”

Democrat Park Allen, who serves on 
Tiburon’s Parks, Open Space and Trails 
Commission, said he voted for Biden.

“The older I get, the less fiscally progres-
sive I get. I’m frustrated with the way the 
government spends money,” he said. “The 
main reason why I voted for Biden is be-
cause Trump was tearing the country apart 
emotionally, theoretically — and certainly 
policy-wise. His lack of empathy, his lack of 
decorum, set the tone for how we’re viewed 
domestically and internationally. If things go 
as they appear to be going, I will be greatly 
relieved that our democracy can return to 

ADAM SCHULTZ / BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT
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not need to isolate or quarantine at this 
time,” the email states.

The email is addressed to families of the 
specific classroom cohort; it does not appear 
a school-wide email was sent. Under the dis-
trict’s COVID-19 reopening plan, students 
at all three district schools are grouped into 
distinct cohorts, and the district has imple-
mented several measures to ensure cohorts 
do not mix during the school day. Those pre-
cautions include staggered arrival and dis-
missal times, designated recess and lunch 
spaces and restrictions on when and how 
cohorts move around campus. 

District Superintendent Nancy Lynch 
declined to comment further on the email 
but pointed to the public-health guidelines 
posted on the district website that lay out 
protocol for responding to an instance of 
close contact or a positive case of coronavi-
rus among staff and students. 

If someone in close contact with a student 
or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, 
the student or staff member must quaran-
tine for 14 days and contact their health-care 
provider as necessary. Affected families and 
staff are to be notified through a template 
letter developed by county public health of-
ficials, though the school and affected class-

room is to remain open. 
If a student or staff member tests positive 

for COVID-19, the classroom of the affected 
cohort would be shut down for 14 days while 
the entire cohort quarantines. In that case, 
families in the cohort would be notified by 
a phone call and a letter. The school would 
remain open to other cohorts. 

After starting the year in distance learn-
ing, the Reed district began welcoming stu-
dents back to Reed and Bel Aire elementary 
schools and Del Mar Middle School Oct. 5. 
Under the current hybrid model there are 
only about 12 or so kids — half a typical 
class of students — in each in-person class 

on a given day, and the on-campus school 
day runs about four hours.

The hybrid phase is the second of a five-
phase reopening plan for the district. Phase 
three — which has full cohorts attending 
a shortened school day five days a week 
— is expected to begin Dec. 7 at Reed and 
Bel Aire schools, while Del Mar is develop-
ing its own phase-three plan to increase the 
number of students and their time spent on 
campus. 

The fourth phase will see all students on 
campus for full days five days a week, with 
health and safety regulations in place, and 
the district will move into the fifth phase 

— a return to pre-coronavirus standards — 
when all health and safety restrictions have 
been lifted.

The county public-health department has 
created a webpage, coronavirus.marinhhs.
org/schools, that has resources for parents, 
students and teachers seeking information 
about the reopening of schools amid the pan-
demic. Among the features on the site are a 
handbook that covers topics such as daily 
home symptom screenings, guidance for 
health and hygiene practices and a decision 
tree that guides parents and school officials 
through decisions for keeping a child home 
from school.

The site also has an online dashboard 
that tracks whether a school is open for 
online learning, in-person classes or tem-
porarily closed because of COVID-19 activ-
ity. The dashboard also reports the number 
of COVID-19 cases among Marin County 
school staff and students.

As of The Ark’s Nov. 9 press deadline, the 
site reports there have been nine coronavi-
rus cases among Marin County students 
since Sept. 8 and one case among a staff 
member. None of those cases were identified 
as suspected in-school transmission. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.

port for Tiburon residents Yema Khalif and 
Hawi Awash, who own the shop and serve 
as designers and models for the distinctive, 
African-inspired athletic-leisure wear sold 
there. Tiburon police officers also patrolled 
the area throughout the afternoon and into 
the evening as a precaution, though no crim-
inal activity was reported near the store. 

In the Aug. 21 incident, which occurred 
about 1 a.m. and was also captured on a po-
lice body camera, three Tiburon Peninsula 
police officers can be heard questioning 
Khalif, who was working late in the store 
with Awash and a friend. The officers repeat-
edly ask Khalif to either show his identifica-
tion or prove he owned the store, while Khalif 
continually declines, saying he doesn’t have 
to explain his presence or produce identifica-
tion if the officers can’t articulate suspicion 
that a crime may be occurring. 

Khalif and Awash have asserted the en-
counter was racially motivated. The incident 
sparked several rallies in support of Khalif 
and Awash and prompted one of the officers 
involved to resign. A town-commissioned 
independent investigation into the conduct 

of the officers is ongoing, and Tiburon is in 
the process of forming a new task force to 
develop recommendations for addressing is-
sues of diversity and inclusion within town 
government, the Police Department and the 
greater community. 

Awash is among the 28 applicants for the 
task force.

The threatening Instagram post was re-
ported to Tiburon police on the morning of 
Nov. 3 by Awash and Khalif.

In an interview, Awash said they were sent 
a screenshot of the message the night before 
from a Tiburon resident who claimed to know 
the individual who made the post and “want-
ed us to be aware of what was planned.”

Awash said they have received hate mail 
and intentionally negative online reviews 
of their store since the August incident, but 
they never expected someone to make an 
open threat. 

“We have been trying to be super positive 
in how we communicate with the town and 
encourage love. We have been doing every-
thing we can to increase diversity and bring 
awareness to things that have been long 
ignored in Tiburon,” she said. “Whoever 
thought it was OK to publicly put a statement 
like that out — it’s heartbreaking. If it’s a 

child, then that’s even more heartbreaking.” 
The post and account were deleted from 

Instagram shortly after Tiburon police 
began their investigation on Nov. 3. By early 
afternoon, police had debunked the threat, 
saying in a press release they had determined 
the boy whose name was used to make the 
account was not involved in any way. They 
said the account was a “spoof” created and 
deleted by unknown subjects who were later 
identified by police as the two teens. Reed 
Union School District Superintendent Nancy 
Lynch sent out a Nov. 3 message to parents 
advising them the district had partnered 
with Tiburon police to investigate the threat. 

“The statements expressed in the posts do 
not align with the mission and vision of the 
Reed Union School District and do not meet 
our expectations for how members of our 
school community should behave or com-
municate,” she said in the statement. 

Lynch said a Del Mar Middle School stu-
dent’s name was used to make the fictitious 
account but made no mention of any other 
Del Mar students being involved. She said 
the district had determined the Instagram 
posts were not made on a district-issued de-

at a glance
Marin data is per the county Department of 

Health and Human Services as of 4 p.m. Nov. 9.
 74 diagnosed cases, up from 72 the 

previous week. The town has an overall rate of 823 
total cases per 100,000 residents.

 20 diagnosed cases, unchanged 
from the previous week. The city has an overall rate 
of 1,052 total cases per 100,000 residents.

 19 diagnosed cases, up from 18 the 
previous week. The community has an overall rate 
of 350 total cases per 100,000 residents.

 5,030 diagnosed cases, 4,787 recov-
ered, 99 deaths and five current hospitalizations. 
Up from 4,927 cases with deaths unchanged from 
the previous week. The adjusted seven-day average 
daily case rate, with a seven-day lag, was 2.6 new 

cases per 100,000 residents, and test positivity 
was 1.1 percent. Marin’s R-eff was 1.02, indicating 
increasing spread, as of Nov. 9, according to the 
California COVID Assessment Tool. 

 971,851 diagnosed cases, 17,977 
deaths, per the California Department of Public 
Health as of Nov. 8. Up from 930,628 cases, 
17,672 deaths the previous week. 

 9,913,553 cases, 237,037 deaths, per 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion as of noon Nov. 9. Up from 9,182,628 cases 
and 230,383 deaths the previous week.

 50,266,033 cases and including 
1,254,567 deaths, per the World Health Organiza-
tion as of 5:45 a.m. Nov. 9. Up from 46,403,652 
cases and 1,198,569 deaths the previous week.
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some semblance of normal. Joe wasn’t my 
first choice on the Democratic side, but in 
this case, it was important to escort the 
other guy out the door.” 

Tom Freiburger of Belvedere has been 
a Trump supporter since Trump secured 
the Republican nomination back on 2016. 
He donated several times this election 
cycle to Trump’s presidential campaign 
and to other candidates and causes via 
Republican fundraising platform WinRed.

“He’s stood up to China, taken a stand 
against illegal immigration, has raised the 
standard of living of minorities, worked on 
prison reform and has created many more 
jobs,” Freiburger said. “He loves America. 
As far as the (coronavirus pandemic), he’s 
handled that as well as anyone could. He’s 
vital and very dedicated to the principles I 
believe in. Trump’s done all he can to fight 
the entrenched, Deep State bureaucrats.”

Walt Bilofsky of Tiburon, a retired pro-
grammer and entrepreneur, said he voted 
for Biden — “only once, no matter what 
Donald says.”

“Clearly Trump is not qualified to be 
president and has done a tremendous 
amount of damage to our country and 
our society,” said Bilofsky, who donated 
to the Biden campaign and a host of other 
Democratic campaigns and committees. 
“He has made us more divided, and that’s 
going to take a long time to heal, but we’ve 
got to start doing that now instead of 
having four more years of divisiveness. 
I think Trump has given us what we’ve 
come to sadly expect from him. 

“I’m pleased that, so far, there has been 
almost none of the disruption, foreign in-
terference or problems with the election 
system we might have feared.”

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and commu-
nity issues for more than 30 years. Reach 
her at 415-944-4634.
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