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Tiburon-based Sanitary District No. 5 of 
Marin has joined an innovative experiment 
that uses a fast, inexpensive technique to iden-
tify potential coronavirus hotspots by testing 
local wastewater.

San 5, which serves Belvedere and southern 
Tiburon, is one of 11 wastewater treatment 
facilities throughout Marin and the Bay Area 
working with the University of California at 
Berkeley pop-up lab to monitor the region’s 
wastewater for SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19.

“People infected with SARS-CoV-2 tend to 
shed the virus before they show symptoms 

dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
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Tiburon will host two virtual pub-
lic forums tomorrow — at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. Nov. 19 — as part of its on-
going process to seek public input on 
what qualities community members 
would like to see in the town’s next 
police chief.

The sessions will be hosted by 
Mark Helms of Public Sector Search 
and Consulting, the firm hired by the 
town to find the new chief. Helms will 
use the suggestions offered by forum 
participants and a now-closed online 

elavin@thearknewspaper.com
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The latest plan to redevelop the for-
mer seminary site in Strawberry will 
proceed with environmental review 
over the objection of neighbors who 
were seeking to halt the process. 

The Marin Board of Supervisors on 
Nov. 10 unanimously denied an appeal 
filed by the Seminary Neighborhood 
Association and backed county plan-
ning staff’s previous decision to begin 
review on the project from developer 

elavin@thearknewspaper.com
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Two sixth-graders at Del Mar 
Middle School have tested positive 
for COVID-19, district officials said 
last week, forcing their respective 
classes to revert to full-time dis-
tance learning for two weeks under 
public-health guidelines. 

Superintendent Nancy Lynch no-
tified the community of the positive 
tests in a brief Nov. 12 email, saying 
the district had received confirma-
tion that same day. Lynch said the 
school and the county public-health 
department are working to contact 
those who may have been in close 
contact with the students and would 
need to quarantine. 

Close contact is defined as being 
within 6 feet of someone who has 
COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more; 
public-health guidelines currently 
mandate students maintain 4-6 feet 
of distance from each other in the 
classroom and teachers maintain 6 
feet of distance from students at all 
times. 

Under the county’s school-reopen-
ing guidelines, when a student or 
staff member tests positive for the 
coronavirus, the school’s affected 

editor@thearknewspaper.com
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Marin’s attempt to avoid a state-ordered 
rollback of its coronavirus reopening tier was 
thwarted this week as Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced he was pulling a statewide “emer-

gency brake” effective Nov. 17. In an effort to 
slow a surge of COVID-19 cases, Newsom 
hinted at statewide curfews while ordering 
41 of California’s 58 counties into purple 
tier-1 status — the state’s most restrictive, 
signaling widespread infections — though 
Marin was among nine counties moved back 

to red tier-2 status for significant spread.
Marin Public Health Officer Dr. Matt 

Willis had tried to retain local control and 
preserve the county’s orange tier-3 status 
for moderate spread by voluntarily order-

Coronavirus surge forces rollback
Marin must stop indoor dining, restrict business capacity; state, county separately issue holiday orders
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North Coast Land Holdings.
County planners in late September notified the community it 

would begin preparing an environmental impact report, aimed 
at identifying the potential environmental effects of the project 
and recommending mitigation measures where needed. The 
neighborhood group immediately sought to overturn that deci-
sion, asserting North Coast’s project application lacks critical 
details about the 1,000-student commuter school proposed for 
the property and therefore can’t be accurately evaluated. 

That school has been the most controversial component of 
North Coast’s most recent proposal, which also looks to bring 
336 units of housing, a 150-bed residential care facility, a fit-
ness center and a daycare to the 127-acre site, which is bor-
dered by Ricardo Road to the north, Seminary Drive to the 
south and west and East Strawberry Drive to the east. 

In voting with her peers to reject the Seminary Neighborhood 
Association’s appeal, Southern Marin Supervisor Kate Sears 
said environmental review of the project is an important step 
in eventually settling on a plan that works for both the devel-
oper and the community. 

“It’s time to put this application to the test,” said Sears, who 
represents Strawberry on the board. “The only way to find 
out if a plan is real is to get real data, and that’s what the (en-
vironmental review) process will do.”

 
over vision for site

There have been several years of back-and-forth between 
the developer and the community over the future of the prop-
erty, now called The Seminary at Strawberry and temporary 
home to private evangelical Christian college Olivet University.

North Coast purchased the property for $85 million in 2014 
and originally sought to move the private Ross-based Branson 
School to the site, along with housing. That proposal was 
blasted by neighbors for being too high-impact and fell apart 
after Branson dropped out, citing the community backlash.

A second plan in 2017 that would have brought housing 
and a 1,000-student graduate school made up of a combina-
tion of commuters, on-site boarders and online students to the 
property was similarly rejected by neighbors. That plan was 
rendered moot after the Marin Board of Supervisors denied 
the developer’s request to extend the property’s 1984 Master 
Plan by another four years, instead requiring North Coast to 
submit a new Master Plan application in order to develop the 
site.

That decision prompted representatives from North Coast 
and a group of neighbors in early 2018 to form a working 
group, dubbed Seminary Tomorrow, in hopes of reaching a 
compromise for the property.

The two sides reported progress, but the meetings stopped 
short of producing the desired result, with the proposed school 
for the site emerging as the major sticking point. Community 
members said North Coast would not provide specifics on 
exactly how many students the school would enroll, how the 
school would operate or the percentage of housing that would 
be set aside for the school’s use. As a result, those neighbors 

said, they couldn’t fully endorse any component of the plan. 
Representatives for North Coast, meanwhile, have said the 

process reached a point where members of the working group 
were making individual demands regarding the project. The 
developer has been adamant that analysis by the county is the 
next logical step in finalizing the plans. 

Despite not having the support of the site’s neighbors, 
North Coast filed its revised plan with the county in February 
— and community criticism has only amplified since then. 
The Strawberry Design Review board issued a resounding 
rejection of the proposal in September, panning the project as 
too dense and specifically highlighting the lack of detail about 
the school. 

The advisory board determined the project was not ready 
for environmental review and recommended the county send 
North Coast back to the drawing board to devise a project 
that would have less impact on the surrounding community. 

Instead, county planning officials on Sept. 24 issued a no-
tice of preparation for an environmental impact report on the 
project, kicking off a 30-day comment period to solicit public 
feedback on issues to be evaluated in the report. 

The Seminary Neighborhood Association promptly filed 
an appeal of the county’s decision, sending the issue to the 
Board of Supervisors. 

Neighbors say decision to begin review is flawed
In its appeal, the neighborhood association called North 

Coast’s proposal “woefully inadequate” because it doesn’t in-
clude any specifics about the 1,000-student commuter school. 
In addition, the group argued, the project description included 
in the notice of preparation issued by the county states the 
developer is proposing “no change” to the existing use permit 
allowing a school on site, which would appear to preclude the 
school from being included and analyzed as part of the envi-
ronmental review process.

“Failure to analyze this massive, and central, component 
of the project will result in a deficient and meaningless envi-
ronmental impact report that does not inform your board of 
the true impacts of this project,” the appeal states. “The envi-
ronmental impact report should not be permitted to proceed 
until the details of the college are made a part of the project 
description.”

Further, the appeal disputes the notion that the developer 
is actually proposing “no change” to that existing conditional 
use permit for the school. The neighborhood association ar-
gues the permit, granted in 1953, limits educational use of the 
property to a self-contained seminary and requires housing 
on the property to be “incidental” to the educational use. 

The appeal states there must be a new conditional use per-
mit granted to allow North Coast to have market-rate housing 
and the proposed 1,000-student school on the site.

However, those claims appear to conflict at least in part 
with assertions made by county officials, who on numerous 
occasions have said the expiration of the 1984 Master Plan 
lifted restrictions on current housing on the site, allowing 
North Coast to rent units out to the general public.

Officials have also said the 1953 use permit allows North 
Coast to place a school of up to 1,000 students on the site with 
no restrictions on school hours or other characteristics. 

The appeal additionally says amendments proposed by 
the applicant to the Strawberry Community Plan to allow for 
market-rate housing and a school of up to 1,000 students seek 
“to unwind the entire concept approved for the property based 
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$300,000, but the design has since been simplified in an 
attempt to keep costs down and quell some neighbors’ 
concerns. 

The project will be funded through a combination of 
city money and private donations. Already, a Belvedere 
resident has donated $10,000 for a pathway in Artist’s 
View, Kemnitzer said. 

At last week’s parks committee meeting, several resi-
dents spoke out against the project, including Michael 
Davis, who said Artist’s View should not be considered 
for use as an emergency evacuation route, as has been 
floated in previous discussions. He said he’s had two 
land-use professionals visit the site, and both determined 
it’s “not appropriate” for emergency egress. 

Belvedere Public Works Director Robert Zadnik re-
sponded that the city is currently assessing its evacuation 
routes and will likely bring in a public-safety consultant 
to look at the lanes.

Another neighbor, Klaus Johannsmeier, pointed to 
a letter he sent to the committee ahead of the meeting 
that highlights public-safety risks and other concerns he 
has about human-caused fire danger, graffiti and litter 
at other public spaces in Belvedere, such as the Harry 
B. Allen steps and the Ganz property, also known as the 
Lava House. 

He also questioned a previous statement made by 
Zadnik, who said studies have shown there aren’t any 
protected wildlife species in the Artist’s View area. 

Zadnik responded that the City Council last year au-
thorized staff to move forward with a feasibility study 
for Artist’s View. As part of that, there has been a geo-
technical review, survey of the site and a preliminary 
design and cost estimate. All those materials are still in 
draft form, he said, and haven’t been made available to 
the public. 

Kevin Kuhn, a Beach Road resident who is vocally op-
posed to the project, said he visits the beach by his house 
weekly and picks up bags of trash left behind by teens 
using the area. He said he’s called the police on a few oc-
casions to report bonfires and other illegal activity. 

“It’s almost impossible to police,” he said, noting that 
law enforcement usually can’t get to the area quick 
enough, and if they do the kids are able to sneak out an-
other exit. 

However, concerns from neighbors don’t appear to have 
dissuaded the parks-committee members from pushing 
for a pathway at the site. 

“It’s important to have these open spaces and have 
them available, and make young people feel they are part 
of our community,” committee member Jean Bordon said. 
“COVID-19 has made it apparent that we all need an out-
let and to get outside.” 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city of Belvedere, 
as well as crime, courts and public safety issues on the 
Tiburon Peninsula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.
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on decades of community and county input.”
At the Nov. 10 supervisors hearing, 

Riley Hurd, attorney for the Seminary 
Neighborhood Association, reiterated the in-
complete project description in the notice of 
preparation “indicated the county was about 
to embark on a fatally flawed environmental 
review” that ultimately “would have led to a 
failed (environmental impact report).”

Several Strawberry residents echoed the 
crux of the appeal in their comments to the 
board. 

Bruce Morris, the treasurer of the Seminary 
Neighborhood Association, noted a petition 
in support of the appeal had collected more 
than 600 signatures. He said it’s difficult to 
understand how an environmental review 
“that excludes the single most impactful unit 
of the application” would provide the informa-
tion needed to ultimately evaluate the project.

“Strawberry is scratching its head trying 
to figure out why planning staff thought it 
was appropriate to start (environmental re-
view) on this application,” he said. 

Resident Steve Disenhof said a project ap-
plication without any kind of description of 
the 1,000-student school “seems kind of crazy 
to me.”

“It seems (North Coast) should come back 
and tell you what they’re going to do first be-
fore asking the planning department to spend 
the next couple of years helping them figure 
out what they want to do,” he said. 

County staff assert school  
will be analyzed

In addressing the board, county planning 
staff disputed the assertion that the notice 
of preparation was incomplete and assured 
supervisors that the school, as well as any 
proposed changes to its operations under the 
use permit, would be detailed and evaluated 
as part of the report. 

Environmental Planning Manager Rachel 
Reid noted the brief project description in-
cluded in the notice of preparation meets all 
the requirements for issuing the notice and 
commencing environmental review. 

She said a “lengthy project description” 
will be prepared as part of the environmen-
tal impact report, and the county will request 
more details from North Coast where needed.

“The educational use of the property and 
the amendments proposed to the Strawberry 
Community Plan are included in the whole of 
the action that constitutes the project to be 

evaluated in the EIR,” Reid said. 
She noted the report will also include an 

evaluation of a “reasonable range of alter-
natives” as permitted under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. For its part, 
North Coast has submitted two project alter-
natives to be considered during the environ-
mental review process: a “maximum density” 
plan that proposes 546 units of housing on 
the site and another plan that proposes 233 
units in a nod to what neighbors advocated 
for during the Seminary Tomorrow process. 

Reid noted a final proposal that might come 
before the board may not be the original plan 
but an alternative or hybrid of alternatives 
explored as part of environmental review. 

Attorney Kristina Lawson, appearing 
on behalf of North Coast, said the devel-
oper agreed with county planning staff’s 
assertions.

Those opposed to commencing the environ-
mental review process “are trying to ensure 
that no proposal be analyzed and the semi-
nary itself not be revitalized,” Lawson said.

“It is time to give both the property owner 
and the community the objective third-party 
analysis and review that they deserve,” she 
said.

Supes say environmental review 
 will continue conversation

Board discussion on the appeal was fairly 
limited, with Sears offering comments from 
a seemingly prepared statement. She noted 
that when the board rejected North Coast’s 
request to extend the site’s Master Plan in 
2017, it directed both the developer and the 
community to “get real” and work together to 
reach a compromise for the site.

Though the Seminary Tomorrow process 
fell short of producing that compromise, it 
was “time well spent,” Sears said, directly 
contradicting those residents who spoke 
during public comment to express their dis-
content with the process and North Coast’s 
contributions to it. 

“During that time of hashing out ideas, 
studying concepts and discussing possible 
impacts, the project application has changed 
and gotten more real — and frankly better,” 
Sears said.

Denying the neighborhood association’s 
appeal and beginning environmental review 
simply allows that conversation to continue, 
she said, and doesn’t pass judgment on the 
contents of the proposal. 

“I fully understand the community’s con-
cerns about the educational use of the prop-
erty, and it must be analyzed if an EIR is 

conducted,” Sears said, adding planning staff 
made it clear that analysis would take place. 

Sears suggested the environmental impact 
report analyze alternative scenarios for a 
school of 350 students and 500 students for 
comparison. 

The rest of the board joined Sears in de-
nying the appeal, adding conditions that 
mention of the 1,000-student limit under the 
current educational use permit be added to 
the notice of preparation. It also directed staff 
to send out a new, more descriptive notice in 
place of the original postcard notice sent in 
September that listed a website link to the 
complete project description. 

In a statement, Charles Goodyear, spokes-

man for North Coast, called the board’s deci-
sion to deny the appeal “absolutely the right 
one.”

Goodyear said the developer thanks those 
who “worked with us constructively” while 
urging “those who advanced false arguments 
in a failed attempt to block environmental re-
view to work in good faith with us and coun-
ty officials moving forward.” 

Josh Sale, the president of the Seminary 
Neighborhood Association, said he had 
mixed feelings about the results of the Nov. 10 
hearing. While he’s disappointed the appeal 
was rejected, he said the group ultimately 
got what it wanted, which was assurances 
the proposed educational use of the property 
would be included and analyzed as part of the 
environmental impact report. 

Sale said he disagreed with Sears’ asser-
tions that North Coast’s current proposal is 
an improvement over previous iterations, 
as well as her suggestion that the developer 
worked with the community in good faith.

“To come with an application that’s big-
ger and more intense than was rejected in 
December 2017, is that an example of getting 
real?” Sale asked. “I think North Coast has 
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submit comment
The county is soliciting comments from the 

public on issues to be included and analyzed 
in an environmental impact report on the pro-
posed redevelopment of the former seminary 
site in Strawberry. Comments can be emailed 
to envplanning@marincounty.org or mailed to 
Environmental Planning Manager Rachel Reid at 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 308, San Rafael, 
CA 94903. Comments must be emailed or post-
marked by Jan. 30.

For details, visit arkn.ws/SeminaryEIR.
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Jonathan  
Bruce Keppel
July 27, 1944 –  
October 8, 2020

“Dear old dad,” as he 
like to be called, has set 
his sails for another shore 
following a year-long strug-
gle with infections result-
ing from his failure to take 
prescribed antibiotics asso-
ciated with a routine teeth 
cleaning. 

Born in Boston to Mary 
Alice (Sandy) and Bruce 
Keppel, he was sibling 
to Victor, Claudia, Char-
lie and Nori. Raised in 
Tiburon, a graduate of 
Reed Union School Dis-
trict schools and Redwood 
High School, he went on 
to Humboldt State Uni-
versity and served in the 
Coast Guard Reserves dur-
ing the Vietnam Era. 

“I’m but a humble truck 

peddler,” he said, who 
learned his trade at Bay-
wood Trucking in Eureka. 
He married Denise Can-
cellier and fathered one 
issue (Joshua). Following 
their divorce, he relocated 
to the Bay Area, married a 
childhood classmate, Mimi 
Bucholz, and bought his 
beloved sailboat, Mimi-
N-Me, which they greatly 
enjoyed until Mimi’s 
untimely passing.

Jon continued sailing 
the bay and Delta and 
found new happiness with 
Elizabeth Bowers, and 
joy when Josh married 
Amy Berger and begat 
grandson Lazlo, known as 
“Lolo” to Jon.

Jon shared his love of 
the 49ers with his Aunt 
Shirley Brown, his love of 
cooking with family and 
friends and an occasional 
glass of red wine.

Jon’s final abode was 
high in the mountain vil-
lage of Dorrington in a 
magnificent rugged castle 
among the redwoods. The 
pain is over, the sails are 
set, the sea is calm; may 
the wind always be over 
your shoulder as we watch 
you meet the setting sun.

A celebration of Jon’s 
life hopefully will be held 
July 2021.

In Memoriam

To place a paid notice, visit thearknewspaper.com/obituaries or call 415-435-2652.

cohorts, each about half the size of a regular class, 
must revert to distance learning for 14 days from 
the last exposure; in a Nov. 13 email, Lynch said 
the COVID-positive students, who are from differ-
ent families, were last on campus Nov. 6.

The rest of Del Mar’s student body can continue 
attending in-person lessons under the district’s 
current hybrid model, in which all students have 
two days of on-campus instruction and three days 
of distance learning each week. 

Lynch said no Del Mar teachers, who rotate be-
tween up to three in-person cohorts each day, were 
determined to have been in close contact with the 
infected students. All staff can therefore continue 
teaching in-person and distance-learning classes 
as scheduled, she said. She noted the Reed district 
has configured classrooms so that teachers keep 9 
feet away from students, three feet more than the 
minimum 6 feet required. 

The two positive cases at Del Mar are the first 
confirmed cases among district students in the six 
weeks students have been back on campus. After 
opening the school year in full-time distance learn-
ing, Bel Aire and Reed elementary schools and Del 
Mar transitioned to the hybrid model of learning 
on Oct. 5. Under the model, there are only about 
12 or so kids in each in-person class on a given 
day, and the on-campus school day runs about 
four hours. 

A host of new safety precautions are in effect 
at all three campuses. In addition to reconfiguring 
classrooms to meet physical-distancing mandates, 
the district has implemented staggered arrival and 
exit times for students, who must wear face cov-
erings while on campus, have their temperature 
taken each morning and wash their hands fre-
quently throughout the day. The district has also 
created makeshift classrooms outdoors, where ex-
perts say the risk of virus transmission is lower. 

The confirmed positive tests among the two Del 
Mar students come about a week after parents of a 
fifth-grade cohort at Bel Aire were notified some-
one in their group had been in close contact with a 
person who tested positive for COVID-19. 

In a Nov. 2 email, school officials said the stu-
dent or staff member in question was quarantin-
ing with their immediate family; the rest of the 
cohort was allowed to continue attending in-per-
son classes.

Given the affected Del Mar students were last 
on campus Nov. 6, it appears the mandated 14-day 
classroom closures for the affected Del Mar co-
horts would end Nov. 20. The following week, Nov. 
23-27, is the district’s scheduled Thanksgiving 
break. 

The affected cohorts would appear to be on 
track to join their peers in returning to school Nov. 
30, when Del Mar is set to enter a new phase of re-
opening in which all students will rotate between 
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survey to develop a candidate profile for 
the active recruitment process. That will 
begin after the forums later this week, 
and the goal is to identify a finalist early 
in 2021.

Tiburon is seeking to replace Police 
Chief Michael Cronin, who retired Sept. 
13 after 12 years at the helm of the de-
partment. Marin Undersheriff Jamie 
Scardina, a former Tiburon police officer, 
has since been serving in an interim role.

Though Cronin and Tiburon officials 
say he was already planning to step 
down, the announcement came just 
weeks after an early-morning Aug. 21 
incident when three white police officers 
demanded the Black owners of down-
town clothing boutique Yema prove their 
identities and explain why they were in-
side the store after hours. 

The incident was captured on video 
and went viral online, garnering national 
media attention, dividing the community 
and leading to an independent investiga-
tion, the resignation of one involved of-
ficer, an online community forum, two 
Black Lives Matter demonstrations, calls 
for Cronin’s firing or resignation and the 
creation of a diversity task force. Some 
28 people have applied for five avail-
able seats on the 10-member task force, 
with interviews continuing at the Town 
Council’s meeting tonight, Nov. 18. 

The encounter between police and the 
owners of Yema was the second racially 
charged incident for the department in a 
matter of months. 

In the wake of the Memorial Day killing 
of George Floyd by Minneapolis police 
and ensuing Black Lives Matter protests 

across the country, Cronin in June issued 
a statement warning residents that a 
planned peaceful protest in Marin City 
could include agitators that intended to 
block the highway or bring looters into 
town. Cronin had not issued such warn-
ings for earlier rallies in nearby predomi-
nantly white communities, including Mill 
Valley. He quickly apologized and updat-
ed the department’s use-of-force policy to 
align with calls to de-escalate police en-
counters with the public.

Tiburon’s two virtual forums for the 
chief-recruitment process follow an on-
line community survey that closed Nov. 
6. Like the survey, the forums will ask 
participants to identify qualifications, 
priorities and leadership qualities they 
view as a priority for the hire.

“This is a continuation of the online 
survey, but gives people another op-
portunity to participate, leading up to 
finalizing the brochure,” Tiburon Town 
Manager Greg Chanis said. “We’re seek-
ing as much community input as we can 
get.”

Helms, the recruiter, is a former Lodi 
police chief who retired in 2015 after 
more than three decades in public safety 
and law enforcement. Much of that time 
was spent in Stockton, where he worked 
his way up the 650-member agency to be-
come deputy chief and did turns manag-
ing every bureau of the agency; he left for 
the top job in Lodi in 2011.

Helms also served on the board of di-
rectors of the California Police Chiefs 
Association and is a past president and 
vice president of the Central Sierra Police 
Chiefs Association. He is a member of 
several professional organizations in-
cluding the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, FBI National Academy 

Associates and Police Executive 
Research Forum. He holds a bachelor’s 
in management from St. Mary’s College 
of California in Moraga and a master’s 
in public administration from California 
State University at Stanislaus and has 
completed other professional training 
programs, including the FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, Va.

“When we wrap up the community-
engagement portion of the process, cer-
tain themes will emerge,” Helms said. 
“We’ll take what we learn and wrap that 
into our recruitment brochure and lay out 
what the town and town manager are 
looking for. We try to be as specific as 
we can. …

“We try to cast a wide net,” he contin-
ued. “We like to see a large pool of appli-
cants, a diverse pool of applicants.”

Policing has changed over the past 
year, Helms said, and has became more 
focused to address national trends. 
However, he said he doesn’t see a change 
in the basic skill sets of a good chief.

“We want to be sure we do it right,” 
Helms said. “We want to be sure we are 
methodical and thoughtful.”

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and com-
munity issues for more than 30 years. 
Reach her at 415-944-4634.

to participate
The two virtual public forums for Tiburon’s 

police-chief recruitment will be held Nov. 19. 
The Zoom meeting IDs are 910-0577-7694 for 
the 10 a.m. session and 930-7252-0066 for 
the 6:30 p.m. session.

The public may also participate by calling 
669-900-6833 and entering the meeting ID 
when prompted.
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demonstrated a complete disregard for the 
‘get real’ directive.”

He said he still believes the county 
should have required North Coast to spec-
ify the school’s operational characteristics 
before beginning environmental review.

However, “that’s not the way the county 
has chosen to proceed,” he said. “So we’re 
going to have to be actively involved in 
the scoping process and make sure that 
the school is adequately studied and 
reviewed.”

Report not likely to be  

The public will have additional time to 

submit suggestions about what should be 
studied in the report after the supervisors 
approved extending the public scoping pe-
riod through the end of January. 

In the meantime, Reid said, the county 
will work on securing a consultant to 
guide the environmental-review process, 
which she said could take up to two 
years and will involve multiple oppor-
tunities for public comment, including 
hearings on the final report in front of 
the Strawberry Design Review Board, the 
Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors. 

She reiterated that when a final impact 
report is approved, that doesn’t mean the 
project has likewise won approval. 

The impact report is “simply one source 
intended to inform project approval deci-

sions,” she said.
Sale said the Seminary Neighborhood 

Association would be hiring its own con-
sultants to help it identify issues to be 
included in the report and would be en-
couraging neighbors to stay involved to 
ensure any finished report is thorough. 

“I hope that the process that they have 
put in place will yield a comprehensive 
EIR that will allow decision-makers to 
make informed choices,” Sale said. “But 
if that’s not the case and they come up 
with an inadequate or a flawed EIR, then 
we’re prepared to seek remedy in the legal 
system.”

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 
415-944-3841.
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ing local businesses to temporarily return to 
red-tier restrictions. The county order, issued 
Nov. 13, was also set to take effect Nov. 17.

The rollback to the red tier includes:

indoor movie-theater concessions and in-
door food courts.

no food option.

workers to return to working from home.
-

ment centers and cardrooms to outdoor-only 
operations.

establishments, malls and libraries.

museums.

more than 100 people at places of worship.

gyms and fitness centers.
Personal-care services, such as hair and 

nail salons and massage and skin-care ser-
vices, were allowed to reopen indoors at full 
capacity in the red tier, so they’re not im-
pacted by the rollback order. Schools were 
also allowed to operate at their current levels 
when Marin entered the red tier.

“We’re seeing more people getting sick 
with COVID-19 and needing hospitaliza-
tion,” Willis said. “With flu season and 
potential impacts from holiday gatherings 
and travel, it’s time to act to prevent a much 
larger surge.”

Marin hospitalizations nearly tripled be-
tween Monday and Friday last week, from 
five to 13.

Marin’s local order was released as the 
U.S. hit a third consecutive single-day record 
for new infections, with more than 177,000 
new cases recorded Nov. 13, and the day 
after California became the second state, 
joining Texas, to record more than 1 mil-
lion total cases. After another record day of 
more than 183,000 new cases Nov. 14, there 
are now more than 10.9 million cases in the 
U.S. and more than 245,000 deaths.

It was unclear at The Ark’s press time Nov. 
16 whether Newsom’s statewide rollback 
would change the metrics of California’s four-
tier blueprint for reopening. However, under 
the existing blueprint, a county’s seven-day 
average case rate must be between one and 
3.9 new cases per 100,000 residents to be as-
signed to the orange tier. With a seven-day 
lag, Marin had about 2.5 new daily cases per 
100,000 residents going into its Nov. 9 assess-
ment by the state for tier assignment. That 
had jumped to a red-tier qualifying 4.3 cases 
per 100,000 residents going into the Nov. 16 
assessment. 

A graphic provided by the county health 
department projected the figure could in-

crease to about nine new daily cases per 
100,000 residents by Nov. 14. The cutoff for 
the purple tier is any rate greater than seven 
new cases per 100,000 residents. Marin of-
ficials projected the state could reassign the 
county to the purple tier as early as Nov. 24.

“As COVID-19 rates increase, indoor envi-
ronments where facial covering is not used, 
like restaurants, become less safe because 
there’s a higher probability that you’re shar-
ing the space with someone who is infected,” 
Willis said. “This isn’t limited to the busi-
ness environment but applies to holiday 
gatherings and travel as well.”  

A separate holiday advisory, issued by Bay 
Area counties Nov. 9, anticipates the Nov. 26 
Thanksgiving holiday and long weekend, as 
well as the coming winter holidays. 

The joint advisory points to an Oct. 9 
California Department of Public Health 
order, since revised Nov. 13, that prohibits 
gatherings of more than three households 
and lasting longer than two hours. Indoor 
gatherings are banned in purple-tier coun-
ties, which by Thanksgiving could include 
Marin.

Seating should provide 6 feet of physical 
distance between households, and singing, 
chanting, shouting, cheering and similar 
activities are banned indoors because they 
increase the release of respiratory droplets 
and fine aerosols into the air. Outdoors, 
those participating should wear masks and 
physically distance.

Kevin Hessel is The Ark’s executive editor. 
Reach him at 415-435-2652.

at a glance
Marin data is per the county Department of 

Health and Human Services as of 4 p.m. Nov. 16.
 78 diagnosed cases, up from 74 the 

previous week. The town has an overall rate of 
867 total cases per 100,000 residents.

 18 diagnosed cases, revised down 
from 20 the previous week. The city has an overall 
rate of 946 total cases per 100,000 residents.

 20 diagnosed cases, up from 19 
the previous week. The community has an overall 
rate of 368 total cases per 100,000 residents.

 5,169 diagnosed cases, 4,871 recov-
ered, 100 deaths and nine current hospitaliza-
tions. Up from 5,030 cases and 99 deaths from 
the previous week. The adjusted seven-day aver-
age daily case rate, with a seven-day lag, was 
4.3 new cases per 100,000 residents, and test 
positivity was 1.5 percent. Marin’s R-eff was 1.09, 
indicating increasing spread, as of Nov. 16, ac-
cording to the California COVID Assessment Tool. 

 1,019,345 diagnosed cases, 
18,253 deaths, per the California Department 
of Public Health as of Nov. 14. Up from 971,851 
cases, 17,977 deaths the previous week. 

 10,984,398 cases, 245,470 deaths, per 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion as of noon Nov. 16. Up from 9,913,553 cases 
and 237,037 deaths the previous week.

 54,301,156 cases and including 
1,316,994 deaths, per the World Health Organi-
zation as of 6 a.m. Nov. 16. Up from 50,266,033 
cases and 1,254,567 deaths the previous week.
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three weeks of modified in-person classes 
and one week of distance learning. The 
school is expected to stick with that learn-
ing model through the end of the school year 
in June. 

Bel Aire and Reed elementary schools 
are likewise set to move into their own next 
phase of reopening on Dec. 7, when they will 
welcome full classes of students back on 
campus for a shortened school day five days 

a week. 
Including the two positive cases among 

Del Mar students, a total of 15 students and 
one staff member throughout the county 
have tested positive for the virus since 
schools were allowed to reopen to in-person 
instruction on Sept. 8, according to county 
data. None of those cases have been identi-
fied as suspected in-school transmission. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.
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In these historically challenging times, The Ark staff 

is dedicated to continuing to provide in-depth, 

comprehensive community news and deeply 

appreciates the extra financial support from 
members of our community. 

If you are interested in supporting The Ark, 

you may donate online at:

thearknewspaper.com/adpay

 Or send a check to:

 1550 Tiburon Blvd. Suite D, Tiburon, CA 94920

 Or call 415.435.2652
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149884

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/16/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
DELICIOUS! CATERING
3241 KERNER BLVD. #23
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
DELICIOUS, INC.
3241 KERNER BLVD. #23
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Janet Goldberg, President
3241 Kerner Blvd. #23
San Rafael, CA 94901
FILED:  October 16, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By:J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3639 Oct 28, Nov 4, 11, 
18, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149920

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/20/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
PIPER PEONY PUBLISHING
1408 4TH STREET, SUITE 21
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
CHINA KENNEDY HONEY
2 MOUNT WITTENBURG COURT
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/China Kennedy Honey
2 Mount Wittenburg Court
San Rafael, CA 94903
FILED:  October 20, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk

By:S. Oliva
Ark Legal 3641 Nov 4, 11, 18, 25, 
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149983

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/29/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
TAMALPAIS TREE SERVICE
517 PINEO AVE.
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
TREE & GARDEN PROS INC.
517 PINEO AVE.
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
This business is conducted by a 

corporation
/s/Jon Black
517 Pineo Ave.
Mill Valley, CA 94941
FILED:  October 29, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3642 Nov 4, 11, 18, 25, 
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149979

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/29/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
DEL MAR NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION
137 GELDERT DR.
TIBURON, CA 94920
DEL MAR VALLEY PROPERTY 

OWNERS ASSOCIATION INC.
137 GELDERT DR.
TIBURON, CA 94920
This business is conducted by a 

corporation
/s/Colin C.O. Crawford
137 Geldert Dr.
Tiburon, CA 94920
FILED:  October 29, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3643 Nov 11, 18, 25, Dec 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149810

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/5/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

THE ORACLE’S DEN
76 MARTENS BLVD.
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
CONNECTED CONSULTANTS, LLC
76 MARTENS BLVD.
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
This business is conducted by a lim-

ited liability company
/s/Mary Kelly LLC Manager
76 Martens Blvd.
San Rafael, CA 94901
FILED:  October 5, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By:J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3644 Nov 11, 18, 25, Dec 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149929

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/22/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
GEO AUTO REPAIR
3241 KERNER BLVD. #20

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
DIEGO GARCIA TAMBRIZ
1725 NOVATO BLVD. #10
NOVATO, CA 94947
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Diego G. Tambriz
3241 Kerner Blvd. #20
San Rafael, CA 94901
FILED:  October 22, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By:J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3645 Nov 11, 18, 25, Dec 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

NO. 202015002
Notice: This statement expires on 

11/2/2025. A new FBN statement must 
be filed no more than 40 days from 

expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
LOCAL STUDIO
945 VERNAL AVENUE
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
LOCAL STUDIO, INC.
945 VERNAL AVENUE
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
This business is conducted by a 

corporation
/s/Kathleen A. Justice, CEO
203 Flamingo Rd. #170
Mill Valley, CA 94941
FILED:  November 2, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By:J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3646 Nov 11, 18, 25, Dec 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020150037

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/9/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 

expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
AJH CLEANING SERVICES
55 FAIRFAX ST. #26
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
JOANA PAOLA GONSALEZ REYES
55 FAIRFAX ST. #26
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Joana Paola Gonsalez
55 Fairfax St. #26
San Rafael, CA 94901
FILED:  November 9, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: O. Labato

Ark Legal 3647 Nov 18, 25, Dec 2, 
9, 2020

CERTIFICATE OF ABANDONMENT OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

NO. 304926
As of October 23, 2020 the following 
person:

ANNE M. DIROCCO
294 MORNING SUN AVE.
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
Is no longer doing business as:
01 SATTVIC HEALING
323 PINE ST., SUITE E
SAUSALITO, CA 94965
/s/ Anne M. DiRocco
294 Morning Sun Ave.
Mill Valley, CA 94941
FILED: October 26, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3648 Nov 18, 25, Dec 2, 
9, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149999

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/2/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

SPIRAL STUDIO
475 E. STRAWBERRY DR.
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
CARLA DARO-KALISTA
450 E. STRAWBERRY DR. #39
MILL VALLEY, CA 94941
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Carla Daro-Kaliski, Owner
450 E. Strawberry Dr. #39
Mill Valley, CA 94941
FILED:  November 2, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: L. Vawter

Ark Legal 3649 Nov 18, 25, Dec 2, 
9, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149992

Notice: This statement expires on 
10/30/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
LEXIANA’S
3448 SHORELINE HWY
STINSON BEACH, CA 94970
ALEXIS LEMUS
670 CANYON RD.
NOVATO, CA 94947
MIGUEL LEMUS
670 CANYON RD.
NOVATO, CA 94947
This business is conducted by a mar-

ried couple
/s/Alexis Lemus, Owner
P.O. Box 462
Stinson Beach, CA 94970
FILED:  October 30, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: L. Vawter

Ark Legal 3650 Nov 18, 25, Dec 2, 
9, 2020

Legal Notices LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING RATES
Fictitious business name statements are $65 for one business and one registrant, $5 each additional name, for four weeks;  

name changes are $120. Trustee sales start at $170. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday. 

Call 415-435-2652 or email legals@thearknewspaper.com for additional pricing and to place your notice today!

and get tested — or even if they never show 
symptoms — so the wastewater data can 
help identify hot spots of cases and pro-
vide an early warning for outbreaks,” says 
Sasha Harris-Lovett, a post-doctoral fellow 
with the university’s Berkeley Water Center. 
She serves as coordinator between the 
wastewater agencies and lab team’s COVID-
Wastewater Epidemiology for the Bay Area 
project, or COVID-WEB.

Monitoring wastewater for the coronavi-
rus is becoming more ubiquitous globally, 
with systems able to detect the virus in sew-
age up to seven days before it shows up in 
tests on individuals, though Harris-Lovett 
says there’s not enough regional data yet to 
know how much lead time the Bay Area is 
getting. 

While Marin’s public-health officer, Dr. 
Matt Willis, has said the county is still 
considering how to best use the data, other 
communities are using their detection sys-
tems to strike quickly, for example by alert-
ing neighborhoods to a spike in the virus 
in their wastewater, advising all residents 
there to get tested, then dispatching mobile 
testing facilities to rapidly identify, isolate 
and quarantine those infected and exposed.

Before the pandemic, Berkeley’s lab fo-
cused on detecting pathogens in wastewater 
and drinking water around the world. That 
expertise allowed them to set up their pop-
up lab on campus in rapid response to the 
outbreak of COVID-19, which has now in-
fected more than 54 million and killed about 
1.3 million globally.

The Bay Area hasn’t been spared from the 
recent national surge in cases, in which the 
U.S. saw a fourth consecutive daily record 

of new infections Nov. 14 with more than 
183,000 new cases. In Marin, public-health 
officials said the average reported cases per 
day last week was double the average the 
previous three weeks and issued a manda-
tory rollback of allowed activities effective 
Nov. 17 to help stem the spread of the disease. 

For San 5, adding another sample to its 
testing regimen doesn’t require much extra 
work on the district’s part, but it makes all 
the difference to the Berkeley coronavirus 
project.

The virus can be spotted in wastewater 
using the same types of procedures that doc-
tors use to diagnose COVID-19 in humans, 
according to lab team leader Kara Nelson, 
a professor of civil and environmental engi-
neering. The lab turns viral RNA into DNA, 
then uses the polymerase chain-reaction 
technique — the same PCR test performed 
on nasal-swab samples — to make billions 
of copies of the viral DNA so that they can 
be quantified using fluorescent molecular 
markers.

“From the very beginning of the pandem-
ic, it was clear that there were major limita-
tions to the ability to test every individual in 
a population frequently enough to find out 
whether they were infected or not,” Nelson 
told Berkeley News, the university’s in-house 
newsletter, in an Oct. 29 article. “Wastewater 
naturally pools the waste from hundreds to 
even millions of people in a single sample, so 
if you can collect a representative sample of 
wastewater and analyze it, you can gain a 
tremendous amount of information that you 
likely couldn’t gain through testing people 
individually.”

The process is not without its challenges:

can break down SARS-CoV-2 as it travels 

through the sewer system. Common house-
hold chlorine bleach is just one of those 
chemicals.

their own RNA molecules, making it harder 
to isolate the SARS-CoV-2 RNA in a sample.

different amounts of SARS-CoV-2 particles 
in their feces.

itself varies in composition from minute to 
minute and from agency to agency.

Nevertheless, the test is sensitive enough 
to detect the virus from just a handful of in-
fected individuals in wastewater produced 
by a few thousand people, graduate student 
and COVID-WEB team member Adrian 
Hinkle told Berkeley News.

With the participation of the wastewater 
agencies, the Berkeley lab can currently 
process about 30 samples a week for the 
11 agencies, and the team plans to ramp up 
to process 200 samples a week by the end 
of December to meet the growing demand 
from regional public-health agencies.

San 5 uses the same method for extract-

ing the wastewater from the sewer pipeline 
stream that it uses for all its in-house testing.

It starts with untreated wastewater, 
known as influent, which is anything that 
comes out of a toilet, sink, shower, bathtub 
or washing machine and flows into the dis-
trict’s plant for treatment.

District Manager Tony Rubio says that 
several times an hour over the course of a 
24-hour sampling event, untreated waste-
water is automatically extracted from the 
influent stream and collected in a refriger-
ated container nearby, which “becomes a 
snapshot of an entire day’s influent.”

Once a week, San 5 lab director Rulon 
“Casey” Cottrell pours some of the collect-
ed wastewater into the test tube provided 
by the Berkeley lab and ships it back. The 
test tube has a small quantity of salt in it 
to give the test a bit of a head start: Even as 
the package is en route, that salt helps start 
breaking down the membrane enclosing the 
virus and releasing its RNA.

Harris-Lovett says that once the sample 
reaches the lab, it takes about eight hours 
to process, and the lab can get the results 
to public-health officials within about three 
days after samples are taken.

San 5 started sending in samples in early 
October, and the results of its first sample 
was sent to the Marin public-health office in 
mid-October.

“We have detected SARS-CoV-2 in the 
wastewater from nearly all the sites we’ve 
sampled in the Bay Area so far,” Harris-
Lovett says. 

That includes San 5, she says.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and community 
issues for more than 30 years. Reach her at 
415-944-4634.
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People infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 tend to 
shed the virus before 

they show symptoms and 
get tested — or even if they 
never show symptoms — so 
the wastewater data can 
help identify hot spots of 
cases and provide an early 
warning for outbreaks.”

— Sasha Harris-Lovett, Berkeley Water Center


