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Maybe it’s time to put the Richard 
Nixon Library and Museum on your 
bucket list, once the library reopens 
from its coronavirus closure.

One of the featured 
exhibits describes 
the San Clemente 
estate that Richard M. 
Nixon and wife Patricia 
owned from 1969-
80—a home he called 
La Casa Pacifica, the 
House of Peace.

You can walk into 
a recreation of the President’s study, 
with its picture-window view of the 
Pacific. 

‘CASA PACIFICA’
There’s a diorama of the home and 

an aerial photo of both Casa Pacifica 
and a former Coast Guard station next 
door, offices that became the Western 

What if you could visit President 
Nixon’s elegant former San Clemente 
home, gazing outside at the ocean 
view he woke up to every morning?

You can, 40 miles up the freeway.

COASTLINES
By Fred Swegles

Let’s Visit 
the Nixon 
Library
That Got 
Away from 
San Clemente

CoastLines by Fred Swegles White House. From 1969-74, President 
Nixon administered the nation’s affairs 
from there while in residence.

I made visits there, as a young 
reporter, from 1970-74, photographing 
presidential arrivals, departures, news 
briefings and events.

The Nixon Library’s San Clemente 
photos include images of the Nixon 
family and of the resident hosting 
Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, greeting 
then-California Gov. Ronald Reagan 
and conferring with NASA’s director 
about the impending development of a 
reusable space vehicle.

I can remember taking a photo in 
Nixon’s office the day he announced 
America would develop a space shut-
tle. He displayed a model that proved 
to be very accurate.

THERE’S FUN STUFF, TOO
Visit the Nixon Library, and you can 

take photos of yourself, imagining 
yourself as the President, sitting at his 
desk in the White House.

I did that in a recreation of the Oval 
Office, imagining myself making a 
world-changing telephone call.

In another photo taken at the Nixon 
Library, I’m seated within a cutout pho-
tograph of then-Vice President Nixon, 
when he was grand marshal of the 
Rose Parade. I’m seated next to Dick 
and Pat as they wave to parade fans.

YOU’VE NEVER BEEN?
I visited the library on Feb. 25, not 

long before the coronavirus pandemic 
led to its closure.

“What do you mean you’ve never been 
to the Nixon Library?” I’d been asked 
more than a few times over the years.

As many readers know, San Clem-
ente was Nixon’s first choice as the

(Cont. on page 16)

A sequence of portraits tracing the life of Richard M. Nixon bids farewell to visitors at the conclusion of a stroll through the Nixon Library’s indoor museum. Outdoors, you can then visit Nixon’s Yorba Linda birth-
place, the Nixons’ burial site and his presidential helicopter. Photo: Fred Swegles

Whether you were a fan or a critic of President Nixon, the Nixon Library offers a stroll through history that might surprise you. The Sixties exhibit is one example. Photo: Fred Swegles
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From left: A diorama on display at the Nixon Library offers a bird’s-eye view of President Nixon’s San Clemente home, Casa Pacifica, along Cotton’s Point at the south end of town. Photo: Fred Swegles. Fred Swegles smugly inserts 
himself into a photo cutout in the Nixons’ car at the 1960 Tournament of Roses Parade. You, too, can do this at the Nixon Library. Photo: Courtesy of Valerie Mayer. This is the view that President Nixon woke up to at his San Clem-
ente home, recreated at the Nixon Library and Museum in Yorba Linda. Photo: Fred Swegles

From left: The Lincoln Sitting Room was a hallowed hall in the White House where President Nixon enjoyed spending quiet time pondering life and the world on his notepad. The Nixon Library’s recreation projects a variety of topical 
Washington, D.C. scenes through the window. Photo: Fred Swegles. Among the photo-ops at the Nixon Library is a recreation of the Oval Office at the White House, a chance to insert yourself as the President, as Fred Swegles does here. 
Photo: Courtesy of Valerie Mayer. President Nixon’s landslide reelection in 1972 begs the question, wouldn’t he have won handily anyway, without dirty tricks and illegal acts that ultimately led to his resignation? Photo: Fred Swegles

PLEASE NOTE: In an effort to provide our readers with a wide va-
riety of opinions from our community, the SC Times provides Guest 
Opinion opportunities in which selected columnists’ opinions are 
shared. The opinions expressed in these columns are entirely those 
of the columnist alone and do not reflect those of the SC Times or 
Picket Fence Media. If you would like to respond to this column, 
please email us at editorial@sanclementetimes.com. 
The San Clemente Times and Picket Fence Media do not publish 
content that is defamatory.

photos, videos and exhibits. One inter-
active exhibit, titled “Tough Choices,” 
asks visitors how they would advise the 
President on pressing issues, based on 
information available to him.

You can tour his birthplace, a modest 
Yorba Linda home outside the library’s 
doors. You can learn about his upbring-
ing, education, Navy service in the Pa-
cific during World War II, postwar entry 
into politics, service as Vice President, 
1960 loss to JFK and failure to win the 
1962 California gubernatorial race. By 
1968, he managed a dramatic political 
comeback, winning the Presidency.

Exhibit rooms bring to life the turbu-
lent 1960s, the Vietnam War, U.S.-So-
viet rivalries, Nixon’s bold move to es-
tablish relations with China, First Lady 
Pat Nixon’s role at the White House, 
images of Nixon in popular culture, his 
landslide reelection in 1972, his en-
emies’ list, the Watergate scandal, his 
1974 resignation, his seclusion in San 
Clemente and his ultimate reemergence 
as an elder statesman, world affairs 
author and mentor to other Presidents.

FINAL THOUGHTS
The Watergate scandal exhibit is 

site for his Presidential Library. The 
donated site was land tied to a contro-
versial Marblehead Coastal develop-
ment. In 1987, the Nixon Foundation 
abandoned that site to instead build on 
land at his birthplace.

When the library opened in Yorba Linda 
in 1990, I shrugged. I never paid a visit.

What swayed me to visit after all these 
years was a Facebook photo I saw of San 
Clemente resident Jack Daly visiting the 
library, grinning as he stood beside Mr. 
and Mrs. Nixon in a cutout photo of the 
Nixons touring the Great Wall of China.

“I want to be in that picture!” I 
thought, smirking.

When I went to the library, the Great 
Wall photo cutout was no longer on 
display. I had to settle for photos of me 
in the Oval Office and in Dick Nixon’s 
convertible in the Rose Parade.

A REAL TREAT
The rest of the library is a fascinating 

time warp. Whether you adore or abhor 
Nixon, who left a mixed legacy, you can 
learn lots you didn’t know about the life 
and times of the nation’s 37th President.

The museum relates his life story in 

extensive, from Nixon’s early denials to 
his ultimate acknowledgment he had 
failed the country.

There’s a quote from President Bill 
Clinton, following Nixon’s 1994 death, 
asking America to judge Nixon on the 
entirety of his career, not just the scan-
dal that brought him down.

“After he died, I found myself wishing I 
could pick up the phone and ask President 
Nixon what he thought about this issue or 
that problem,” Clinton is quoted as saying. 
“I appreciated his insight and advice, and 
I’m glad he chose, at the end of his life, to 
share it with me.”

LEARN MORE
Visit nixonlibrary.gov for virtual 

tours, details and to look for updates on 
reopening.

Fred Swegles is a longtime San Clemente 
resident with nearly five decades of reporting 
experience in the city. Fred can be reached at 
fswegles@picketfencemedia.com. SC

(Cont. from page 14)

WORDS FROM
RICHARD M. NIXON

“Every day is the last. Make it 
count. Is there anything I failed 
to do today—I will wish I could do 
when I no longer have the power 
to do it?” —On his notepad, 1970

“Let us build a structure of peace 
in the world in which the weak 
are as safe as the strong, in which 
each respects the right of the oth-
er to live by a different system, in 
which those who would influence 
others will do so by the strength of 
their ideas and not by the force of 
their arms.” —Inaugural address, 1973

“No words can describe the depths 
of my regret and pain at the anguish 
my mistakes over Watergate have 
caused the nation and the Presiden-
cy—a nation I so deeply love and an 
institution I so greatly respect.”
—After his resignation and pardon, 1974
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