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MARKETS
RALLY, DOW
HITS 30,000

C1 • The Dow
closes above 30,000
points for the first time
as vaccine progress and
the formal start of the
presidential transition
keep investors in a
buying mood.
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saw coming. On Nov. 3, just three
days after Halloween, Dr. Mark
Ghaly, California’s secretary of
health and human services,
warned that hospitalizations
usually lag infections significantly
and that communities would feel
the full impact of that holiday’s
parties and get-togethers as
Thanksgiving approached. 

“As cases rise, I can almost
predict, three, three and a half
weeks later, that there will be
some increase in hospitali-
zations,” Ghaly said then.

With another holiday loom-
ing on Thursday, the crunch at

San Diego County set a hospi-
talization record on Tuesday with
518 confirmed and suspected
COVID-19 patients in local hospi-
tal beds, topping the previous
high of 509 set on July 17. 

The numbers in the count re-
leased by the county lag by one
day. A more recent count kept by
the Hospital Association of San
Diego and Imperial Counties
showed the number of hospital-
ized COVID patients had al-
ready grown to 576. 

It is a toll that health officials

area hospitals is likely to get
much worse. Daily new positive
test results reported in the week
following Halloween were in the
500-per-day range. Today, those
new case totals look quaint.

San Diego County on Tues-
day reported a fresh single-day
case record, announcing 1,546
additional positives for Monday.
It was the fourth day in the past

week with a total over 1,000 and
the third fresh record set in the
preceding seven days. 

The county also reported 16
new COVID deaths, bringing its
total to 984. Five women and 11
men died between Nov. 7 and 23.
Their ages varied from early 60s
to late 90s; 14 had underlying
medical conditions.

As is the case with Hallow-
een, the community can expect
hospitals to feel the effects of
these cases in three to three-
and-a-half weeks. That’s gener-
ally how long it takes for those in-

Registered nurse Vanessa Malibago checks on her patient, who has been diagnosed with COVID-19, in the ICU at Scripps
Mercy Hospital Chula Vista on Tuesday. The county has 518 confirmed and suspected COVID-19 patients in local hospitals.

NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T

S.D. HOSPITALIZATIONS
AT PANDEMIC RECORD
Sharp, Scripps managing increase so far; need for COVID beds likely to keep rising
BY PAUL SISSON
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SAN DIEGANS TO STAY PUT
A7 • Poll shows 84 percent of

those surveyed will stay in town for
Thanksgiving.

beginning of the pandemic did
make a difference, multiple new
findings suggest, helping the
virus spread more easily from
person to person and making
the pandemic harder to stop.

The mutation, known as
614G, was first spotted in eastern
China in January and then
spread quickly throughout Eu-
rope and New York City. Within
months, the variant took over
much of the world, displacing
other variants.

For months, scientists have
been fiercely debating why. Re-
searchers at Los Alamos Na-

As the coronavirus swept
across the world, it picked up
random alterations to its genetic
sequence. Like meaningless ty-
pos in a script, most of those mu-
tations made no difference in
how the virus behaved.

But one mutation near the

tional Laboratory argued in May
that the variant had probably
evolved the ability to infect peo-
ple more efficiently. Many were
skeptical, arguing that the var-
iant may have been simply lucky,
appearing more often by chance
in large epidemics, like Northern
Italy’s, that seeded outbreaks
elsewhere.

But a host of new research —
including close genetic analysis
of outbreaks and lab work with
hamsters and human lung tis-
sue — has supported the view
that the mutated virus did in
fact have a distinct advantage,

infecting people more easily
than the original variant de-
tected in Wuhan, China.

There is no evidence that a
coronavirus with the 614G muta-
tion causes more severe symp-
toms, kills more people or com-
plicates the development of vac-
cines. Nor do the findings
change the reality that places
that quickly and aggressively en-
acted lockdowns and encour-
aged measures like social dis-
tancing and masks have fared
far better than the those that did
not.

VIRUS MUTATION LIKELY AIDED SPREAD
New research suggests
variant made pandemic
more difficult to contain
BY JAMES GLANZ, BENEDICT
CAREY & HANNAH BEECH
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San Diego home prices went up the
third fastest in the nation in September
and appreciated at a pace not seen in
more than six years.

Prices in the San Diego metropolitan
area were up 9.5 percent annually, the
S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller Indices re-
ported Tuesday. The acceleration is still
not near housing boom levels when, in
July 2004, prices were up 33.37 percent in a
year.

Only Phoenix, up 11.4 percent, and Se-
attle, up 10.1 percent, saw prices go up
faster in September. But all markets cov-
ered in the 19-city index were up, even
places like New York and San Francisco,
that saw price gains slow considerably
since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Zillow economist Matthew Speakman
said price gains are the result of mortgage
rates at record lows and a lack of homes
for sale nationwide. He said competition
for homes has put upward pressure on
prices for months, but it seemed to have 

RISING
S.D. HOME
PRICES
OUTPACE
NATION
September’s 9.5% increase
third best of 19 big markets
BY PHILLIP MOLNAR
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SACRAMENTO
San Quentin State Prison inmate

Scott Peterson, convicted of killing his
wife, Laci, and unborn son in 2002, was
sent California unemployment benefits
in recent months, according to a group of
state and federal prosecutors who have
been investigating fraud in the pandemic
relief system administered by the state
Employment Development Department.

So was convicted serial killer Cary
Stayner, who in 1999 murdered two wom-
en and two girls near Yosemite National
Park and now is jailed, near Peterson, on
death row.

Also allegedly approved for an unem-
ployment debit card: Isauro Aguirre, sen-
tenced to death in 2018 for the torture and
death of 8-year-old Gabriel Fernandez.

Nine district attorneys across Califor-
nia and a federal prosecutor on Tuesday 

PRISON SCAM
LED STATE TO
SEND FUNDS
FOR JOBLESS
TO INMATES 
Peterson, Stayner among
recipients of relief program
BY ANITA CHABRIA, PATRICK
MCGREEVY & RICHARD WINTON
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Three Mexican nation-
als tied to cross-border
trucking companies were
charged in San Diego fed-
eral court Tuesday follow-
ing the discovery of a mas-
sive cache of drugs, cash

and ammunition stockpiled
at an Otay Mesa truck yard,
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
said.

The cumulative seizure
— $3.5 million cash, 1,500
pounds of cocaine, more
than 50 pounds of fentanyl,
about 20,000 rounds of .50
caliber ammunition and
hundreds of body armor
vests — is believed to be the
largest of its kind in the
Southern District of Cali-
fornia, federal prosecutors

said.
The stash illustrates the

pillars of a drug-trafficking
empire: narcotics that flow
north and illicit proceeds
that flow south, along with
U.S. weaponry to maintain
control over it all.

This collection belonged
to the Sinaloa Cartel, au-
thorities said. And then
three men who were ar-
rested — Jesus Burgos Ari-
as, a Chula Vista resident,
and Tijuana residents Juan

Alatorre Venegas and Jose
Yee Perez — are accused of
trafficking drugs on the or-
ganization’s behalf.

The case is part of a
much broader investigation
into the cartel’s activities, a
probe that began in San Di-
ego County nearly a decade
ago and has resulted in
charges against more than
125 people, many of them
leaders in the inner circle of
the organization.

One thread led investi-

gators to a pair of brothers,
Jorge Alberto Valenzuela
Valenzuela and Gabriel Va-
lenzuela Valenzuela, who
were identified as high-
ranking members who to-
gether own multiple Mexi-
can trucking companies
that they use to transport
cocaine from Sinaloa, Mexi-
co, into the U.S., according
to an arrest affidavit. The
trucks are also used to ferry
cash from the drug sales 
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DRUGS, AMMO, $3.5M IN CASH SEIZED FROM OTAY TRUCK YARD
3 Mexican nationals
arrested as part of
Sinaloa Cartel probe
BY KRISTINA DAVIS


