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TECH TO PREVENT FALLS

While the number of daily
COVID-19 deaths has fallen dra-
matically in California in the last
few months, the state’s death toll
has become the third-highest in
the nation, with nearly 17,000 lives
lost.

California ranks behind only
New York and Texas in total deaths
linked to the coronavirus, with
16,980 as of Monday night, accord-
ing to data compiledby the Los An-
geles Times. 

When adjusted for population,
however, the state is in the middle
of the pack nationally. Twenty-six
other states have seen more
COVID-19 deaths per 100,000 resi-
dents than California, including
North Dakota, Delaware, Rhode
Island, Louisiana and Iowa.

California averaged 57 daily
deaths over the last week, much
less than in late July and early Au-
gust when the daily death toll at
times exceeded 150. 

As the number of confirmed co-
ronavirus cases worldwide topped

40 million Monday, California con-
tinues to lead the U.S. in case
count, with more than 875,000.

But in a sign that the virus may
have plateaued in the state, the sev-
en-day average of new cases has
dropped below 3,000, according to
the latest state data, and the pos-
itivity rate — the percentage of
those tested who are found to be in-
fected — has been at a relatively low
2.5 percent for the last two weeks.
This is the first time the seven-day
average has been fewer than 3,000
since mid-June, according to

Times data.
Despite the somewhat promis-

ing data points, officials say there
are concerning trends. One is the
number of COVID-19 patients who
are becoming sick enough to be
hospitalized. Although the raw
number of hospitalizations contin-
ues to decline, the rate of decrease
has slowed. Over the last 14 days,
the state has seen a 4 percent de-
crease in hospitalizations — from
2,344 to 2,241 — and a 3 percent de-
cline in intensive care admissions, 
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Greg Deyesso dons a bandanna face mask while sitting on his Harley-Davidson motorcycle in Ocean Beach on Monday. The
Clairemont resident visits Ocean Beach every day and says he’s disappointed by how few people in the area are wearing masks.
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CORONAVIRUS DEATH TOLL
NEARING 17,000 IN CALIFORNIA
State ranks No. 3 in U.S., but in middle of pack when adjusted for population as daily fatalities have fallen
BY LUKE MONEY

WASHINGTON 
The Supreme Court on Monday

said it would take up two chal-
lenges to President Donald
Trump’s immigration policies, his
diversion of military funds to pay
for construction of the southern
border wall, and a policy that has
required tens of thousands of asy-
lum seekers to remain in Mexico
while their claims are processed.

The Trump administration had
asked the court to intervene in
both because of decisions against
it in lower courts. Also in both
cases, the justices have previously
allowed the administration to pro-
ceed with its plans while the merits
of the issues were litigated.

The cases will not be heard until
next year, so a change in adminis-
trations after next month’s elec-
tion could alter the legal land-
scape, or even make the court’s
consideration unnecessary.

In July, the court rejected a last-
ditch effort from environmental-
ists to stop ongoing construction of
parts of the border wall. The previ-
ous month, a panel of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit
ruled it was unlawful for the admin-
istration to use funds intended for
the Defense Department on the
wall instead.

By the time the court hears the
case, lawyers for the American Civ-
il Liberties Union, which is repre-
senting the Sierra Club and the
Southern Border Communities
Coalition, say the Trump adminis-
tration will have used all of the
money.

But the administration told the
court it was important for it to 
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HIGH COURT
TO RULE ON 
TWO MAJOR
IMMIGRATION
INITIATIVES
Justices to review cases
on funds for border wall,
‘Remain in Mexico’ policy
BY ROBERT BARNES 

TUCSON
President Donald Trump

came out swinging Monday
against Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
press and polls that show him
trailing Democrat Joe Biden in
key battleground states in a dis-
jointed closing message two
weeks out from Election Day.

On the third day of a western
campaign swing, Trump was fac-
ing intense pressure to turn
around his campaign, hoping for
the type of last-minute surge that
gave him a come-from-behind
victory four years ago. But his in-
consistent message, another rise
in virus cases and his attacks on
experts like Fauci could under-

mine his final efforts to appeal to
voters outside his most loyal
base.

“I’m not running scared,”
Trump told reporters before tak-
ing off for Tucson for his fifth rally
in three days. “I think I’m run-
ning angry. I’m running happy
and I’m running very content
’cause I’ve done a great job.”

His aggressive travel comes
as Trump plays defense in states
he won four years ago, though the
president insisted he was confi-
dent as he executed a packed
schedule despite the pandemic.

“We’re going to win,” he told
his campaign staff on a morning
conference call from Las Vegas.
He went on to acknowledge that
he “wouldn’t have told you that
maybe two or three weeks ago,”
referring to the days when he was
hospitalized with COVID-19. But
he said he felt better now than at
any point in 2016. “We’re in the
best shape we’ve ever been,” he
said.

Seeking to shore up the mor-
ale of his staff amid growing pri-
vate concerns that he is running
out of time to make up lost
ground, Trump blasted his gov-
ernment’s own scientific experts
as too negative, even as his han-
dling of the pandemic that has
killed more than 220,000 Ameri-
cans remains a central issue to
voters.

“People are tired of hearing
Fauci and all these idiots,”
Trump said of the government’s
top infectious disease expert.
“Every time he goes on television,
there’s always a bomb. But
there’s a bigger bomb if you fire
him. But Fauci’s a disaster.”

Trump baselessly suggested 

President Donald Trump greets supporters
at Tucson International Airport.
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Former Vice President Joe Biden arrives for
debate preparation in Wilmington, Del.
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PRESIDENT TEARS INTO FAUCI;
BIDEN PREPS FOR FINAL DEBATE
Trump says country
tired of hearing about
pandemic as toll rises
BY ZEKE MILLER
& JILL COLVIN
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PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
A8 • Microphones of President

Donald Trump and Joe Biden will
be muted during portions of the
final presidential debate.
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The Yuma Fall Classic is a
youth baseball tournament held
earlier this month in the desert
city just across the California-
Arizona border. There were 51
teams entered in six divisions.

Two were from Yuma.
Forty-nine were from Cali-

fornia. Teams from San Diego met
in the finals of both the 11- and
12-year-old divisions, part of a
new, bizarre, parallel reality as the
state’s Department of Public
Health reportedly prepares to
announce an updated youth
sports guidance that may or may
not lift the prohibition on games.

And that’s the Yuma Fall Clas-
sic, not to be confused with the
Yuma Summer Sizzle, Yuma Hal-
loween Bash, Yuma Winter Clas-
sic, Yuma Christmas Classic or
Yuma New Year’s Showdown.

And those are tournaments
run by Triple Crown Baseball.
Another company, National
Championship Sports, has the
Think Pink Fall Classic, plus its
own Halloween Bash, the Turkey
Trot Warm-up, the Turkey Trot
Classic, the Winter Wood Bat
Classic and the Winter Nationals
— all in Yuma, all before the end of
the year.
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M A R K Z E I G L E R
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RESTRICTED
YOUTH SPORT
EVENTS TAKE
THEIR PLAY
ELSEWHERE
Yuma booming with
baseball tournaments;
Surf Cup taps Phoenix

Two San Diego physicians are
among 11 experts statewide tasked
with determining the quality of any
new coronavirus vaccines released
in the United States.

Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced the COVID-19 Scientific
Safety Review Workgroup on Mon-
day, promoting the panel as an in-
dependent body capable of scruti-
nizing the trial results and risk as-
sessments associated with any
vaccine approved for release by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

“Of course we don’t take any-
one’s word for it,” Newsom said.
“We will do our own independently
reviewed process with our world-
class experts that just happen to
live here in the state of California.” 

Chaired by Dr. Arthur Rein-
gold, division head of epidemiology
and biostatistics at the University
of California Berkeley School of
Public Health, the group will also
include Dr. Rodney Hood, presi-
dent and founder of the Multicul-
tural Health Foundation, a consor-
tium of health providers serving
San Diego County’s most diverse
neighborhoods, and Dr. Mark Saw-
yer, a Rady Children’s Hospital in-
fectious disease specialist and di-
rector of the San Diego Immuniza-
tion Partnership.

The work group may soon have
a review under way. The White
House is pushing hard for limited
vaccine availability from two com-

TWO FROM
S.D. NAMED
TO STATE
PANEL ON
VACCINES
Newsom says experts 
will review COVID-19
drugs approved by FDA
BY PAUL SISSON
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