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In honor of Sunday’s virtual show, here are some
real winners for America’s captive audience. E1

Comics C5

Crossword C7

Dear Abby C7

Editorial B6

Horoscope C7

Letters B6

Lottery A4

Obituaries B8

Sports D1

Stocks C3

Television E4

Weather A12

W E E K E N D U - T I N D E X

PREVIEWING THE EMMYS

If you don’t wear it, we will BUY IT
IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER!
Call today for a confidential
free evaluation.

(858) 771-0275
1135 Prospect St.,
La Jolla, CA 92037

County supervisors reported
taking no action Thursday after
meeting behind closed doors for
more than an hour, stating only
that they will reconvene Monday
for another closed session at 5
p.m., after learning whether the
region’s numbers will cause a
drop to the lowest and most re-
strictive tier of the state’s re-
opening system.

Thursday’s meeting followed
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s statement
Wednesday that he does not
support removing San Diego
State University’s coronavirus

case count from the totals used
to calculate the region’s critical
case and positivity rates. The
data are used to place each
county in the state into one of
four color-coded tiers with pro-
gressively less-restrictive op-
erating restrictions for busi-
nesses and other organizations.

For the first time this week,
San Diego County posted an av-

erage daily case rate exceeding 7
per 100,000 residents, the thresh-
old that, if it continues for two
consecutive weeks, would cause
the region to fall to the lowest
level on the list. It’s a drop that
would require restaurants,
places of worship, gyms and
other establishments to again
move operations outdoors.

The board met in closed ses-
sion for what was listed on the
agenda as a “conference with le-
gal counsel” to discuss “antici-
pated litigation,” though ap-
proval of legal action was not an-
nounced when the meeting con-
cluded just before 7 p.m.

The lack of action does not
equal a final decision. Some on
the board indicated that they
are unwilling to go along with the
notion of forcing businesses to
move their operations outdoors
again, especially when increases
in the state’s monitoring stat-
istics appear to have been driven
by the reopening of SDSU on
Aug. 24, an action that is not
under the control of local lead-
ers.

Supervisor Nathan Fletcher
said in a statement Thursday
evening that while it would be in-
appropriate for him to comment 

In between panels installed because of the pandemic, Lindsey Burkett sets a table at The Butcher’s Cut Steakhouse in the
outdoor seating area on 5th Avenue in downtown San Diego. 
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IN CLOSED MEETING, NO
ACTION BY SUPERVISORS
Another closed-door session planned as county edges closer to lowest state tier
BY PAUL SISSON

CDC product and had been re-
vised with input from the agen-
cy’s director, Dr. Robert Red-
field.

But officials told The Times
this week that the Department
of Health and Human Services
did the rewriting itself and then
“dropped” it into the CDC’s pub-
lic website, flouting the agency’s
strict scientific review process.

“That was a doc that came
from the top down, from the
HHS and the task force,” said a
federal official with knowledge of

A heavily criticized recom-
mendation from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
last month about who should be
tested for the coronavirus was
not written by CDC scientists
and was posted to the agency’s

website despite their serious ob-
jections, according to several
people familiar with the matter
as well as internal documents
obtained by The New York
Times. 

The guidance said it was not
necessary to test people without
symptoms of COVID-19 even if
they had been exposed to the
virus. It came at a time when
public health experts were push-
ing for more testing rather than
less, and administration officials
said that the document was a

the matter, referring to the White
House task force on the co-
ronavirus. “That policy does not
reflect what many people at the
CDC feel should be the policy.”

The document contains “ele-
mentary errors” — such as refer-
ring to “testing for COVID-19,” as
opposed to testing for the virus
that causes it — and recom-
mendations inconsistent with
the CDC’s stance that mark it to
anyone in the know as not having
been written by agency scien-

CDC GUIDANCE POSTED DESPITE PROTEST
Controversial testing
guideline published
over experts’ objections
BY APOORVA MANDAVILLI
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California public health officials said
Thursday that if a county falls to the low-
est tier of its state reopening system,
schools in the county that have not re-
opened will lose their chance to do so. 

“If a school did not open while the
county was in the red tier, and the county
subsequently moves to the purple tier,
that school will not be able to open for in
person instruction, until the county has
returned to the red tier and been in the
red tier for two weeks,” the California De-
partment of Public Health said in an
email to the Union-Tribune Thursday.

That news is likely to devastate par-
ents and schools in San Diego County,
where a surge in COVID-19 cases among
San Diego State University students is
pushing the county closer to dropping
from the red tier to the purple tier.

In the purple tier, schools are not al-
lowed to reopen, but elementary schools
can apply for a reopening waiver. 

Schools that have already opened
while the county was in the red tier, how-
ever, will be allowed to stay open, accord-

SCHOOLS
WILL LOSE
CHANCE TO
REOPEN IN
LOW TIER
If county falls to purple level,
state says districts must delay 
BY KRISTEN TAKETA
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SACRAMENTO 
California companies must warn their

workers of any potential exposure to the co-
ronavirus and must pay their employees
workers compensation benefits if they get
sick from COVID-19 under two laws that
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed Thursday.

Newsom, a Democrat, signed the laws
over the objections of business groups,
which have said they are “unworkable.”

One of the laws makes people who have
the coronavirus eligible for workers com-
pensation benefits. It takes effect immedi-
ately and applies to all workers in the state,
but it treats first responders and health
care workers differently than other employ-
ees. 

Police officers, firefighters and health
care workers — including janitors who are
in contact with COVID-19 patients — are eli-
gible if they get infected while on the job.

All other workers are eligible only if 

STATE LAWS
OFFER NEW
PROTECTIONS
TO WORKERS 
Companies must report virus
cases, provide workers’ comp
BY ADAM BEAM
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Before he moved south to as-
sume the top post at the San Di-
ego Association of Governments,
Hasan Ikhrata was accused in a
2017 lawsuit of filing false reports
to state and federal agencies. 

According to the complaint by
a former employee, Ikhrata for

years submitted fraudulent
documentation in order to boost
revenue at the Southern Califor-
nia Association of Governments,
the Los Angeles counterpart to
the local transportation and
planning agency called
SANDAG. 

The complaint states that,
with millions of dollars the or-
ganization was not entitled to,
Ikhrata and his senior aides con-
trolled a confidential “reserve”
fund that paid for salaries, trips,
gifts, meals and other expenses
that were not normally permit-

ted.
“SCAG employs an unlawful

practice of seeking federal funds
without ensuring that it has ade-
quate local matching funds ac-
cording to funding require-
ments,” the suit said, “and regu-
larly using exclusively federal
funds on localized projects in vio-
lation of its agreements with the
federal and state government.”

The lawsuit was filed in 2017 by
Ranjini Zucker, who was then a
contracts manager for the South-
ern California Association 

’17 SUIT QUESTIONED SANDAG EXEC’S ACTIONS
Claim, since dropped,
alleged Ikhrata filed
false reports for funds
BY JEFF MCDONALD
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I N S I D E

PROGRESS
AGAINST
WILDFIRES 

A6 • Firefighters
make progress against
several big wildfires in
Oregon and California,
but officials warned the
next 24 hours of weather
could be critical in
suppressing or
spreading flames.

A firefighting aircraft battles the
Bobcat fire on Thursday. The blaze
threatens homes in Juniper Hills.
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MORE COVERAGE INSIDE
A10 • Two companies reveal

how they are evaulating vaccines.

C1 • Jobless claims still at high
level, reflecting economic damage.
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