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Remains of murdered soldier come home 

ABOVE: Maria Marti-
nez, mother of Army 
Spc. Enrique Roman-
Martinez, is escorted 
by her two daughters, 
Veronica (left) and 
Griselda Martinez after 
her son's casket was 
brought to Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Covina 
Wednesday.

RIGHT: The U.S. fl ag-
draped casket is carried 
to the cemetery. 

Champion photos by 
Josh Thompson

Enrique 
Roman-Martinez

Soccer player dies 
after practice in Chino

By Josh Thompson
San Bernardino County 

coroner's offi  cials will deter-
mine the cause of death of 
a 17-year-old soccer player 
who died last Saturday after a 
practice at Ayala Park in Chi-
no where temperatures were 
in the triple digits. 

Shane Thomas, a senior 
at Palisades Charter High 
School in Pacifi c Palasades 
and member of the FC Gold-
en State travel soccer team, 
died at Chino Valley Medical 
Center in Chino at 1:13 p.m., 
about an hour after he col-
lapsed, the coroner's offi  ce 
said. 

Temperatures reached 111 
degrees in Chino last Satur-
day, according to the National 
Weather Service, and coro-
ner's offi  cials will try to deter-

mine if the heat played a role 
in the teen's death. 

Thomas was practicing with 
FC Golden State last Satur-
day.  "We are truly saddened 
by his loss and our thoughts 
and prayers are with his fam-
ily," said FC Golden State Ex-
ecutive Director Jimmy Nor-
dberg. "He was found after 
practice away from the fi eld 
and we are all devastated 
here at the club." 

Thomas collapsed when he 
was placing a bag of soccer 
balls into his coach's car. 

A Go Fund Me page — 
w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m / f /
h49a6p-shane-thomas — 
has generated more than 
$38,000 for funeral costs.

Thomas, the captain of the 
Palisades Charter boys' soc-
cer team, is survived by his 
parents and a sister. 

Local thrift stores 
overwhelmed 
with donations 

By Dawn Marks  
   
More people staying home 

and cleaning out homes and 
garages means more dona-
tions for charities that are 
adapting to a new coronavi-
rus environment.     

Joyce Reyes, general man-
ager of  3 Way Thrift Stores, 
Inc. located in Chino and 
Montclair, said all operations 
were closed in mid-March 
and since reopening on June 
1 they've been “hit hard” with 
donations. 

“We are still taking dona-
tions every day depending 
on how much we can accom-
modate,” she said.  

The Montclair store is not 
accepting donations.

In Chino, the donation 
drive-through opens at 8 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday.

Ms. Reyes said donations 
are no longer accepted when 

capacity is met for the day. 
Collection times were re-
duced last week when tem-
peratures soared over 100 
degrees, she said. 

The charity accepts furni-
ture in good condition, small 
appliances, household items, 
toys, sporting goods, books, 
tools and clothing.

They do not accept mat-
tresses or baby furniture. 

Donations are incubated 
for at least two weeks before 
they are put out for sale in the 
store.    

3 Way Thrift Stores help 
support Ontario Christian 
Schools, Inland Christian 
Home and Salem Christian 
Home. 

The donation center is 
located at 5242 F St., one 
block north of the thrift store 
at 13390 Central Ave.

See THRIFT, Page A2

CDCR photo

This undated photo of the California Institution for Men was taken in its 
early days when Chino was an agricultural town.

Men's prison in Chino is no 
longer a reception center
By Marianne Napoles
The California Institution 

for Men (CIM) in Chino will 
no longer serve as a re-
ception center for process-
ing inmates. 

The announcement was 
made by Warden Mona D. 
Houston during an online 
CIM citizens advisory com-
mittee meeting Aug. 11.

Reception centers evalu-
ate and process inmates 
arriving in the state prison 
system before they are as-
signed to a prison for the 
longer term.

Included are diagnostic 
tests, medical and men-
tal health screening, and 
literacy assessments to 
determine the appropriate 
institution for assignment.

According to Terri Hardy, 

spokesperson for the Cali-
fornia Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR), there has been 
no intake from county jails 
since March 24 due to CO-
VID.

The extra space at CIM 
is being used for quaran-
tine and other purposes 
and will later house gen-
eral population inmates, 
she said.

Until March 24, CDCR 
operated six reception 
centers and is now reduc-
ing the number to three: 
Wasco State Prison, North 
Kern State Prison, and 
Central California Wom-
en’s Facility.

Besides CIM, the other 
two reception centers were 
San Quentin State Prison 
and Deuel Vocational Insti-

tution, she said.
Ms. Hardy said the num-

ber of reception centers 
was reduced because of 
the implementation of a 
shorter, 30-day reception 
process.

The reception and clas-
sifi cation process used to 
take up to 120 days before 
an inmate was recom-
mended for appropriate 
placement at an institution 
based on his/her level.

“CDCR believes a 
streamlined process will 
allow incarcerated people 
to be transported to their 
assigned prison more 
quickly and access reha-
bilitative programming as 
soon as possible,” she 
said.

The former reception 
See PRISON, Page A4

By Josh Thompson
The remains of Army 

paratrooper specialist En-
rique Roman-Martinez of 
Chino arrived Wednes-
day afternoon in a casket 
draped with a U.S. flag at 
Los Angeles International 
Airport and given a plane-
side military funeral ser-
vice bestowed on soldiers 
for honorable service.

His casket was escorted 
a few hours later to Forest 
Lawn Cemetery where the 
family spoke in anguish as 
they continue to demand  
answers from Army crimi-
nal investigators about the 
21-year-old's death, which 
has been ruled a homicide. 

"My baby brother came 
home, not whole but he's 
home," his sister Grisel-
da Martinez said at For-
est Lawn. "Now we can 
lay him to rest. There are 
seven individuals who 
are staying silent. They 
know what happened to 
my brother, but they're re-
fusing to speak up. They 
went on the camping trip 
with my brother and didn't 
report him missing for 19 
hours."

She continued: "Where 
is the camaraderie? Where 
were they when my baby 
brother was being dismem-
bered? I want them to see 
that Enrique was loved so 
much. I want them to feel 
ashamed and guilty...there 
is no honor in silence." 

Funeral and burial ser-
vices for family members 
and invited guests will be 
held  today (Aug. 22) at 
St. Joseph's Church in Po-
mona, followed by burial at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery in 
Covina. 

See SOLDIER, Page A3

Funeral services 
for Enrique 
Roman-Martinez  
to be held 
today (Aug. 22)


