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Benjamin Braun is an uber-talented volleyball play-
er, and despite Palm Desert not having boys’ volley-
ball as an organized sport, he’s become one of the
top high schoolers in the nation. In fact, he’s already
committed to play college volleyball at Ohio State
University, a school that’s won three of the last nine
national championships. 1B

Aztec commits to Buckeyes
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Newsom grants clemency to 26 
Gov. Gavin Newsom granted clemency to 26 people
on Friday, issuing 21 commutations and !ve pardons,
including to individuals convicted of murder. AP FILE

Labs around the world are turning their sequencing
machines, most about the size of a desktop printer,
to the task of rapidly sequencing the genomes of vi-
rus samples taken from people sick with COVID-19.
26A

Scientists stalk 8 strains
of virus around the globe
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Riverside County reported 10 new
coronavirus cases on Saturday, bringing
the county’s tally to 195 and eight
deaths, county health o!cials said,

while Riverside County Sheri" Chad Bi-
anco reported that two more deputies
and one inmate had tested positive for
COVID-19.

Meanwhile, in San Bernardino Coun-
ty, authorities reported 12 new cases at a
Yucaipa nursing facility.

Across the state, 101 coronavirus-re-

lated deaths have been con#rmed. More
than 4,600 Golden State residents have
been stricken with the virus, health o!-
cials said.

Elsewhere in the United States, New
York reported more than 760 deaths and
New Jersey reported 140 deaths as of
Saturday afternoon. Nationwide, there

were 120,000 con#rmed cases as of Sat-
urday afternoon, and 2,010 deaths.

Sheri" Bianco said the two deputies
who tested positive for coronavirus are
“in good spirits and recovering.” The de-
partment has now reported three cases 

Riverside County case tally rises to 195
Shane Newell and Risa Johnson
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See CASES, Page 24A

The coronavirus pandemic has

altered the pace of the Coa-

chella Valley in so many un-

expected ways during the

past two weeks. From the cancellation of

one of the desert's most attended events

in the BNP Paribas Open to both the Coa-

chella and Stagecoach music festivals

being moved to the fall, the usual bus-

tling pace disappeared overnight.

Deserted desert

Thousands of cars that would normally be used by the snowbirds and tourists who flock to the Coachella Valley during
the height of tourism season sit empty at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden as the coronavirus disrupts normality on
Wednesday. JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

Di!erent pace to life in Coachella Valley overnight
Omar Ornelas and Jay Calderon
Palm Springs Desert Sun I USA TODAY NETWORK

The basketball courts at Palm Desert Civic Center
are seen from above without any activity on
Wednesday. Because of the coronavirus pandemic,
social distancing has become the new normal even
outside. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

The one-time checks for $1,200 that
will be coming from the federal govern-
ment as part of the $2 trillion economic
stimulus package passed by the House
of Representatives on Friday are being
heralded by supporters as a way to help
Americans who are out of work and
struggling #nancially during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

But in many Coachella Valley cities,
the one-time check for a single earner
wouldn’t cover the median monthly
housing costs for a homeowner. Most
median rents could be covered by the
$1,200 #gure. 

Under the package, individuals with
an adjusted gross income of $75,000 or
less will be eligible for up to $1,200
($2,400 for joint tax returns) and $500
for each qualifying child. Those with lit-
tle or no tax liability also will get $1,200
($2,400 for joint returns). 

The median income in the Coachella
Valley is around $56,700, according to
the Coachella Valley Economic Partner-
ship, meaning many residents will qual-
ify for the funds. Here’s what the medi-
an housing costs are in the Coachella
Valley, where the population of eight cit-
ies totals about 388,000, based on cen-
sus bureau data:

! Cathedral City: Median monthly
costs for people with a mortgage is
$1,662; median gross rent $1,167

! Coachella: Median monthly costs
for people with a mortgage is $1,552;
median gross rent is $887

! Desert Hot Springs: Median 

$1,200 won’t
cover monthly
housing costs
Melissa Daniels
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOUSING, Page 24A

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

See DESERTED, Page 6A

More inside
Cash-aid fund for low-income 
valley workers is coming. 4A



Normalcy is di!cult to locate on so
many levels. Retired men in Coachella
have stopped showing up to play dom-
inoes at Veteran’s Memorial Park. The
iconic parking lot in the Palm Desert
Aquatic Center is adorned with lonely
date palm trees and there are no cars in
between to keep them company. Wom-
en, men and children are absent from
the many activities o"ered at the Palm
Desert Civic Center. Work has even
slowed in the agricultural #elds of Coa-
chella. Thousands of rental cars nor-
mally used by tourists and snowbirds
now #ll formerly vacant gravel lots
around the valley.

The signs are everywhere that life in
the Coachella Valley has been interrupt-
ed. Through drone photography, Desert
Sun photojournalists Omar Ornelas and
Jay Calderon provide a unique visual
perspective of life during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Deserted
Continued from Page 1A

Tents in the parking lot of Southwest Church (foreground) serve as a drive-thru testing site for the coronavirus in Indian
Wells, on Wednesday. The emtpy Indian Wells Tennis Garden can be seen in the background and would normally have
hosted the BNP Paribas Open, which was canceled earlier this month. JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

A small amount of traffic uses Highway 111 during the peak of tourism season in the
Coachella Valley as the coronavirus forces people to stay home Wednesday.
JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

The parking lot to the Palm Desert Aquatic Center is photographed empty on
Wednesday. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

Agricultural !elds in Coachella are photographed empty on March 27. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

Thousands of cars that would normally be used by those who flock to the Coachella Valley during the height of tourism season sit empty in a !eld of grass at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden. JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN
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The pool at the Renaissance Esmeralda
Resort and Spa in Indian Wells sits
empty of people during the height of
tourism season.
JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

The main pool at Palm Desert Aquatic Center is photographed empty on Wedesday.
COVID-19 contingency has kept the area to limited traffic. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

An empty Agua Caliente Casino
parking lot is shown in Rancho Mirage
on March 2. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN


