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One month and counting, be-
tween thousands of lightning 
strikes, numerous high wind 
events, and extremely dry condi-
tions making fuels ripe for igni-
tion, fires across the north state 
are still burning without a clear 
end in sight.

It started in Glenn and Men-
docino counties on Aug. 16, 
when a series of lightning strikes 
touched down in the Mendocino 

National Forest. Initially, six fires 
were identified and staffed by the 
U.S. Forest Service, including the 
largest, the Doe Fire, near the Val-
ley View Orchard approximately 
35 miles northeast of Willows.

That day signaled the begin-
ning of the August Complex.

As of Wednesday, 31 days later, 
the complex has grown into the 
single largest wildfire in Califor-
nia state history, burning 796,651 
acres with 30% containment 
across six counties.

Thirty-five structures have 
been destroyed, some of them 
family cabins in remote areas of 
the forest. Another 1,595 struc-
tures are still threatened.

The four largest fires, the Doe, 
Tatham, Glade and Hull fires, had 

all burned together by Aug. 30, 
and the Elkhorn Fire in Tehama 
County also merged with the com-
plex by Sept. 10.

With the U.S. Forest Service 
and Cal Fire working in tandem 
on the fires, they were joined by 
a number of out-of-state agen-
cies, even soldiers from the 14th 
Brigade Engineer Battalion from 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash-
ington.

On Aug. 31, Diana Jones, 63, 
a volunteer firefighter and EMT 
from Cresson, Texas, died in a 
vehicle crash while working the 
Tatham Fire. The news was con-

firmed by her home Cresson Vol-
unteer Fire Department, where 
she had worked for nearly five 
years. Along with her son Ian 
Shelley, she traveled to the West 
Coast to assist with wildfires.

“Diana was a servant, she 
served us and our community in 
so many ways without seeking 
recognition,” the fire department 
said in a Sept. 2 Facebook post.

Shara Bruton, of Paskenta, 
shared her story on the depart-
ment’s page, saying she had a 
chance to meet Jones while work-
ing the fires, and credited her 
with helping save her daughter’s 
home. Paskenta and Rancho Te-
hama were among the communi-
ties threatened to the east of the 
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A month up in flames
Smoke, ash blanket the north state as a second month begins with no end in sight

Online: See more coverage 
of the regional wildfires at 

CHICOER.COM.

“If you’re a 
firefighter in 
California, there’s 
a really good 
chance that you’re 
engaged in one 
of these fires that 
is still burning 
from August 15, 
16, 17 when that 
lightning storm 
came through. It’s 
using up so many 
of our resources.”
— Rick Carhart, public 
information officer for Cal Fire-
Butte County
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GOOD MORNING!

Have a great day, subscriber 
John Berger!

Check out what’s going on in
your neighborhood and the
community. PAGE A5
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PHOTOS BY CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Top left: Smoke spreads on Sept. 8 over the Thermalito Afterbay in Thermalito soon after the North Complex West Zone fires began to ravage small mountain communities in Butte 
County. Top right: The August Complex fire  has grown to become the state’s largest fire on record. It burns Aug. 19 in Elk Creek. Middle left: The North Complex West Zone fires 
burn a home and recreational vehicle Sept. 9 in Berry Creek. Middle right: Pickups near Cal Fire-Butte County Station 61 sit among rubble Sept. 13 in Berry Creek. Bottom left: 
Horses group up as their owner protects his property from the August Complex fire on Aug. 19 in Elk Creek. Bottom middle: Firefighter Chris Olguin looks out on an area burned by the 
August Complex fire Aug. 19 in Elk Creek. He drove from New Mexico to fight the fire. Bottom right: Cal Fire-Butte County Station 61 lost an engine due to the North Complex West 
Zone fires. It sits among rubble Sept. 13 in Berry Creek. 
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Quick rollout of a free CO-
VID-19 vaccine seen as unlikely 
by officials despite Trump’s 
assurances to contrary. PAGE A8 
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US unveils broad virus 
vaccination plan

Five men, one women shot in 
attack reported two blocks 
south of campus late Tuesday, 
according to police. PAGE A3 

SAN JOSE

2 killed, 4 injured in 
shooting near SJSU
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Ex-49er 
Frank Gore 
to start vs. 
old team
Sports » B1

CITIES

Mayors seek 
guaranteed 
income 
programs
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FINALIST FOR THE 2019 PULITZER PRIZE FOR BREAKING NEWS REPORTING

Today’s web bonus » Get the latest coronavirus coverage at chicoer.com 

COVID-19

FAQs and 
resources 
available in 
the county
Local » A2

Carriers
Needed!

Earn up to
$1,000/month!
Call 896-7710
*Must have a reliable vehicle,
license, and insurance.


