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Tiburon resident’s promotion 
and fundraising efforts support  
Muttville rescue group

GIVING SENIOR DOGS 
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To learn more please contact: 
Caroline Silverstein 
csilverstein@10000degrees.org | 415.451.4016

10000degrees.org

Congratulations  
John Scarborough — 
2019 Belvedere  
Citizen of the Year!
Your involvement and generous 

support of the community, and 

your long-time commitment to 

10,000 Degrees is an inspiration 

to us all. 

THANK YOU  
FOR BEING  
ONE DEGREE  
OF CHANGE.

10,000 Degrees® mission is to support students from  
low-income backgrounds to and through college. 
As California’s leading college success nonprofit, we provide students with comprehensive 
wraparound support, college and financial aid counseling, near-peer alumni coaching, 
scholarships, and financial aid management.  
An investment in 10,000 Degrees generates life-changing returns for generations to come. 

Our graduates testify to the transformative impact on their lives, families, and communities.

Help us change the world, ONE DEGREE at a time.

John Scarborough,  
10,000 Degrees Honorary Board Member
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GENEROSITY
on the cover
Patty Stanton greets Calamity Jane at Muttville Senior Dog Rescue 
in San Francisco. The Tiburon resident fosters dogs and leads 
media-relations work and fundraising efforts as a member of the 
nonprofit’s board. Read her story on page 20. JOCELYN KNIGHT / FOR THE ARK

PHOTOS VIA DIANE RALEIGH

Tiburon’s Diane Raleigh (second from right) and Maasai midwife Mama Yaya (third from right) met in 2009 when Raleigh visited Tanzania. Their conversa-
tion inspiried Raleigh to found the Olmoti Clinic and Health Center to serve Mama Yaya’s remote Masaai village of Olmoti, where access to medical care 
had previously been limited. 

By DIANE SMITH  |  dsmith@thearknewspaper.com
———

iane Raleigh has always felt a strong con-
nection to Africa, formed during the sever-
al years she spent in Somalia and Nigeria 
in the 1960s while serving in the Peace 
Corps and the several East African safaris 

she and her husband have gone on since. 
About 10 years ago, the Tiburon resident took a trip to Tanzania to 

satisfy a nagging feeling that had built up over time — that there was 
some way she could be of service to the people she had grown to love 
during her time in Africa.

“I went to Tanzania in search of that one thing, not knowing what it 

Olmoti Clinic brings 
needed care to 
remote African village 

A doctor checks a baby at the clinic.

D
———
See RALEIGH, PAGE 4



was,” says Raleigh, 80. 
She visited the impoverished and remote 

Maasai village of Olmoti, located on the 
western slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro. 
There, she met a Maasai midwife called 
Mama Yaya who explained that the villag-
ers were living in primitive and unsanitary 
conditions, with little to no medical care. 

The women and babies she served as a 
midwife were dying, Mama Yaya said. The 
government had promised to staff a clinic if 
the community could provide a basic struc-
ture, she said, but that task had proved 
difficult. 

Raleigh immediately knew she had found 
her project. She has since helped establish 
the 10-room, 3,000-square-foot Olmoti Clinic 
and Health Center to serve the remote vil-
lage. The clinic is currently served by three 
doctors and a medical staff of 10 and pro-
vides basic health care, HIV/AIDS testing 
and education, infectious-disease outreach, 
family planning and more. 

Getting the clinic off the ground was a 
true community effort, Raleigh says. 

“The foundation of the project lay with 
the village asking for help,” she says. “Suc-
cessful projects can only be sustained if the 
idea and support come from the commu-
nity. Projects based on superimposed ideas 
from foreigners are destined to fail.”

Early trip to Africa 
an eye-opening experience

Raleigh first traveled to Africa after join-
ing the just-founded Peace Corps in 1961. 

Then 21 years old, the newly married Ra-
leigh and her husband were first stationed 
in Mogadishu, Somalia, for a year. They 
then were transferred to a small village in 
southeastern Nigeria with one tarmac road 
and a couple hundred tin shacks that was 
the center of commerce for the local jungle 
villages. She taught English and helped in a 

well-baby clinic, which is where she had an 
eye-opening experience. 

One day, a she was approached by a 
father carrying his 3-month-old girl. The 
baby was severely malnourished, weighing 
just over 5 pounds, Raleigh says. The man 
said the girl’s mother had died in childbirth, 
and he had no means to buy milk for her. 

“He pleaded with me to take her to the 
nearest hospital to help her survive, but 
when we arrived at the hospital, we were 
turned away because they weren’t equipped 
to handle long-term care for motherless chil-
dren,” Raleigh says. 

Raleigh and her husband decided to take 
the baby in. Within a year, they returned 
the healthy baby girl to her father. Raleigh 
realized someone had to step up and im-
prove the quality of maternal and neonatal 
care at the clinic that originally refused to 
take the baby. 

She met with local leaders, government 
officials and nuns from a local church who 
all agreed to provide labor and materials to 
upgrade the clinic. The orphanage is still 
operating today, some 55 years later. 

After Raleigh left the Peace Corps in 
1964, she and her husband moved to New 
Jersey and then California, where Raleigh 
was a social worker in Newark and Silicon 
Valley, respectively. After her two children, 
Lauren and Scott, grew older, she attended 
Palo Alto University to obtain her master’s 
and doctorate in psychology. She opened a 
private clinical psychology practice in 1983.

After stints in New York and Hawaii due 
to her husband’s work, the family settled 
back in Northern California in 2007. Ra-
leigh and her husband bought their home in 
Tiburon in 2017. 
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WHO: Share the Bounty
WHEN: Ongoing
WHAT: Share the Boun-

ty founders Jack, Scott 
and Kate Van Hooser 
of Tiburon collect excess 
fruits and vegetables from 
their family’s garden and 
the gardens of willing lo-
cals and donate the food to 
the SF-Marin Food Bank in 
Novato.

In 2019, the siblings 
donated 5,521 pounds of 
produce. They’ve donated 
more than 8,000 pounds of 

produce since they started 
the effort in 2016 and are 
currently looking for ad-
ditional volunteers to help 
collect food. 

BENEFITING: The SF-
Marin Food Bank.

VISIT: sharethebounty-
marin.org.

DID YOU KNOW? 
More than 49,000 people 
in Marin need food assis-
tance, and nearly 60 per-
cent of what the food bank 
distributes is fresh fruits 
and vegetables. 

Siblings help feed the hungry

Raleigh, continued from page 3
———

———
See RALEIGH, PAGE 6

learn more
To learn more about the impact of the Olmoti 

Clinic or to donate to the health center, visit olmo-
ticlinic.org.

VIA DIANE RALEIGH

A doctor checks a patient’s eyes at the Olmoti Clinic and Health Center. The center is served by 
three doctors and a medical staff of 10, providing basic health care, HIV/AIDS testing and education, 
infectious-disease outreach, family planning and more to those living in the remote Tanzanian village. 

WHO: Bookmarks aux-
iliary of the Belvedere-Ti-
buron Library Foundation

WHEN: Dec. 4, 2019
WHAT: Bookmarks 

hosted its annual Wreath 
Silent Auction at Rustic 
Bakery in Tiburon. Forty-
four locals created and 
donated wreaths for com-
munity members to bid 
on. The auction party also 
included festive drinks and 
snacks, children’s crafts 
and a story time by Alicia 
Bell from the Belvedere-
Tiburon Library.

The event was co-
chaired by Belvedere’s 
Karen Ripenburg and 
Afsaneh Zolfaghari 
and Tiburon’s Monica 
Coleman. Other local con-
tributors included Abigail 
Vare; Amanda Rickel; 
Amie Stanley; Andrea 
Csupa and Sanna and 
Lena Ekroth; Anne 
Feinberg; Candice 
Truempert-Lee; Chris-
ta Keeling; Elizabeth 
Fisher; Emilie, Elena 
and Sara Trimble; Gilly 
Morrell; Jean Crom-
well; Jennifer Caswell; 
Jennifer, Morgan 
and Kate Sicklick; 

Jenny Jackoboice; Julia 
Cashin; Kappy Read; 
Kim Hyman; Krishna 
Shah; Lana Burstein; 
Lida Soofer; Lily Rivo; 
Mimi Woo; Morgan 
Greenberg; Olga Moll; 
Pam Goldman; Stacey 
Crawford; Tina and 
Audrey Davis; Thanya 
Jirangpitakkul; and 
Whitney Lee and Mor-
gan Falzone. 

Local businesses who 

supported the event includ-
ed Flourish Succulents, the 
Tiburon Peninsula Club 
and Vineyard Vines.

BENEFITING: The li-
brary’s children’s and teen 
programs.

VISIT: www.beltiblib-
foundation.org.

DID YOU KNOW? Ev-
eryone who attended the 
auction was entered into 
a raffle to win a succulent 
wreath donated by Flour-
ish Succulents. The 2019 
event was also the first 
year that children created 
wreaths to donate.

Wreath auction bolsters library

PHOTOS VIA BOOKMARKS

Members of the Bookmarks 
auxiliary of the Belvedere-
Tiburon Library Foundation set 
up the annual Wreath Silent 
Auction, held Dec. 4 at Rustic 
Bakery. At left are co-chair 
Karen Ripenburg of Belvedere 
and her daughters. CLARA LU / FOR THE ARK

From left, Tiburon residents Jack, Kate and Scott Van Hooser donated 5,521 pounds of produce 
collected from willing neighbors’ yards to the SF-Marin Food Bank in 2019.  
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Since Dec My Room launched in the Bay Area in 2015, we’ve decorated for 241 kiddos at UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital 
San Francisco, and have done 170 rooms at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford. In 2018, we expanded to UC Davis 
Children’s Hospital in Sacramento and to Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara. Last year they began bringing smiles to children at 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland. They just hit a huge milestone of 500 total rooms decorated at all of these hospitals!

Dec My Room creates happy, healing spaces for kids who are facing life threatening illness. Their mission is to create a 
comforting and familiar hospital environment by personalizing each child’s hospital room with their favorite things. I am a 
proud sponsor of Dec My Room and am grateful to be able to play a small part in helping these brave kids get through their 
challenges. I hope you will join me in supporting this wonderful organization.

It’s all about the kids!

Scott Woods  |  415.419.4510
scott@vanguardmarin.com | DRE# 01863705
www.scottcwoods.com

If you’d like to donate or volunteer, contact Lindsay Holt at bayarea@decmyroom.org

Visit DecMyRoom.org
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WHO: The Tiburon 
Classic Car Show

WHEN: June 15, 2019
WHAT: About 90 classic 

cars from 1975 and earlier 
— including the featured 
marque, Bentley — were 
on display along the first 
block of Paradise Drive 
during the 18th annual 
Tiburon Classic Car Show, 
with the car’s owners on 
hand to answer questions. 

The event, which of-
fers free admission and is 
financed by exhibitors’ ad-
mission fees and sponsors, 
was organized by Tom 

O’Neill, who helped found 
the show, Michael Heck-
mann and Gary Lukas. 

Businesses that contrib-
uted to the show included 
Marin Luxury Cars, Main 
Street Research, Zelinsky 
Properties, the Belvedere 
Land Co., Servino Ris-
torante, and Hi-Tech Auto. 

BENEFITING: Since 
it began, the show has 
raised more than $150,000 
for local charities. The 
2019 beneficiaries include 
Belvedere-Tiburon Recre-
ation, the Belvedere-Tibu-
ron Library, the Tiburon 
Peninsula GreenTeam, 

the Audubon Society, the 
Angel Island Foundation, 
the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Landmarks Society, the 
Tiburon Peninsula Founda-
tion, and 10,000 Degrees.

VISIT: tiburonclas-
siccarshow.com.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Most years, the show 
coincides with Flag Day; 
the event honors the U.S. 
flag by placing small flags 
along the show route and 
having a flag-raising cer-
emony accompanied by 
special renditions of the 
National Anthem. 

WHO: Bridge the Gap 
College Prep

WHEN: Dec. 12, 2019
WHAT: Bridge the Gap 

College Prep held a holi-
day open house for the 
program’s students and 
their families. The event, 
which included treats, 
crafts and a holiday gift 
bag for each student, 
was organized by Paige 
Thomas, the nonprofit’s 
director of events, and 
Bridge the Gap’s advisory 
council, half of which is 
made up of Tiburon and 
Belvedere residents. 

BENEFITING: Bridge 
the Gap College Prep 
provides more than 275 
Marin City students with 
comprehensive education-
al, social and emotional 
support with the goal 
that every Marin City 
student completes high 
school and graduates 
from college.

VISIT: btgcollegeprep.
org.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Bridge the Gap College 
Prep is celebrating its 25-
year anniversary in 2020. 
The organization began 
in 1995 with just six stu-
dents and six tutors. 

Marin City students celebrate the season Car show gives close-up look at classics 

Community effort gets  
clinic up and running 

Raleigh’s 2009 trip to Tanzania was 
arranged with local tour company Kibo 
Guides and Lodges. Though Mama Yaya, 
Raleigh learned about the Maasai people, a 
semi-nomadic tribe who primarily rely on 
goats and cattle for both income and suste-
nance. 

The tribe has roamed northern Tanzania 
for more than 500 years. However, new 
wildlife parks have encroached on Maasai 
grazing lands, and the tribes have been 
forced to settle down in remote bomas, 
a collection of huts surrounded by thorn 
fences for protection.

Those living in the Olmoti area are 
among the poorest in Tanzania, earning the 
equivalent of about $1 per day. Because the 
bomas are in remote areas without trans-

portation, women had to walk 12 miles or 
more to a hospital for maternal care, Mama 
Yaya explained to Raleigh, and pre-natal 
care was uncommon or nonexistent. The 

consequences of not being able to access 
medical care for expectant moms are dire: 
Tanzania has one of the world’s highest 
rates of maternal mortality in childbirth, 
with 578 deaths per 100,000 live births; the 
U.S. rate as of 2016 was 16.9 deaths per 
100,000 live births. 

After Mama Yaya enlisted Raleigh’s help, 
the local Maasai chiefs chose a plot of land 
for the building, and Willy Chambulo, the 
owner of Kibo Guides and Lodges, agreed 
to oversee construction of the clinic. 

Raleigh returned to the U.S. and started 

PHOTOS VIA BONNIE KIRKPATRICK

Tiburon resident and Bridge the Gap College Prep advisory council 
member Laura Smith Blair celebrates with two of the program’s 
students at the nonprofit’s annual holiday open house in December. 

Above, advisory coun-
cil members Patti 
Stadlin, Ann Swart 
and Loren Block, all 
of Tiburon; council 
member Cathy Ken-
nedy with two of the 
program’s students.

VIA TOM O’NEILL

Classic cars line Paradise Drive during the 18th annual Tiburon Classic Car Show on June 15. The 
event benefits several local charities. 

Raleigh, continued from page 4
———

PHOTOS VIA DIANE RALEIGH

The 10-room, 3,000-square-foot Olmoti Clinic 
and Health Center opened its doors in 2010 in 
rural Tanzania. At left, Olmati women carrying 
water jugs before the water pipe was installed.

———
See RALEIGH, PAGE 8
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BTGCP works with over 270 

Marin City students in its after 

school and summer programs. 

For the last seven years, 100% 

of our high school seniors have 

graduated and enrolled in 

college, with one in the  

U.S. Marines! 

Join us in our efforts to change the lives 

of Marin City youth!  

Volunteer as a tutor, mentor, or join our 

Advisory Council

For more information, call 415.339.9411 

or visit www.btgcollegeprep.org 

BTGCP is 100% funded by charitable donations and powered by our many volunteers  

Bridge the Gap College Prep is a local non-profit 
changing educational outcomes for Marin City Youth

K-8th grade after school programming | Evening one-on-one mentoring 

High School tutoring and guidance | College advising  

We’d like to say THANK YOU  to all of 

our wonderful Tiburon, Belvedere, and 

Strawberry based Volunteers, Advisory 

Council Members, Board Members 

and donors! We are grateful to this 

community for your love and support. 



raising some $52,000 to get the clinic off the ground. 
Fundraising was harder than Raleigh had anticipated. A 
family friend suggested organizing safaris in Tanzania 
where the tourists made contributions. Chambulo agreed 
to charge only the tour company’s cost, with the rest of the 
fee going to the clinic. The first 11-day safari took off at the 
end of May 2010. The safaris now take place each year in 
June, with a cap of 14 travelers. In addition to game drives 
through three national wildlife sanctuaries and a trip to the 
102-square-mile Ngorongoro Crater, the itinerary includes 
visiting Olmoti, engaging with the locals in their bomas 
and touring the clinic. 

Ensuring the clinic’s sustainability, Raleigh says, has re-
quired making connections in the local community and allies 
in tourism, government and nongovernment organizations. 

Building the structure was just the first step. The Inter-
national Medical Equipment Collaborative, an organization 
that collects and distributes medical equipment to hospitals 
in impoverished areas, donated more than $130,000 worth 
of supplies and equipment. 

Engineers Without Borders put in a 4-mile pipeline from 
Mount Kilimanjaro to Olmoti that provides water to the 
clinic and the village. Each family pays a small amount for 
the water it uses, and the Tanzanian government maintains 
the water line.

The complex now includes a health center with an oper-
ating room and medical wards, living quarters for medical 
staff and teachers and a power line for electricity. Tesla’s 
nonprofit, GivePower, recently installed solar panels to back 
up the electricity.

The district government is in charge of the buildings and 
supplying the staff and medications. The nonprofit clinic 
oversees its own operation and augments the salaries of 
many staff. In 2014, a village advisory council was officially 
launched to assess and advocate for clinic needs. 

Through the U.S.-based Our One Community and the Af-

rica-based Olmoti Tanzanian Organization, both nonprofits 
Raleigh founded to support the clinic, Raleigh also helped 
open a school, the Olmoti Primary School, in the village in 
2015. Today there are six classrooms with 400 children at-
tending, plus a new playground. The school also offers adult 
education as well as scholarships for older children to attend 
secondary boarding schools. 

“The entire community helped construct the pipeline and 
the primary school, and they play an important role in op-
erations, which ensures sustainability,” Raleigh says.

Raleigh spends about 15 hours a week on Olmoti business 

while also working as a clinical psychologist. She makes at 
least two trips back to Africa every year.

The clinic is well worth the investment of her time, Ra-
leigh says. 

“I’ve gotten so much more satisfaction from doing this 
than any amount of effort I’ve put in,” she says. “I believe 
when you see something that needs to be done, just do it.” 

Diane Smith has been contributing to The Ark since 1980, 
writing and taking photos on everything from personalities 
to events.
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Raleigh, continued from page 6
———

VIA DIANE RALEIGH

Tiburon’s Diane Raleigh (left) and Maasai midwife Mama Yaya worked together with the community to found the Olmoti Clinic and Health 
Center to bring medical care to the remote Olmoti village in Tanzania, which has one of the highest rates of maternal mortality in the world. 

WHO: To Celebrate Life 
Breast Cancer Foundation

WHEN: Sept. 28, 2019
WHAT: To Celebrate Life 

Breast Cancer Foundation 
held its 24th annual Step-
ping Out To Celebrate Life 
gala at the Marin Center 
Exhibit Hall. The organiza-
tion’s signature gala, which 
in 2019 was titled “La Vie 
En Rose,” is the heart of the 
organization’s fundraising 
events. The evening’s high-
light was an inspirational 
fashion show featuring 31 
local models thriving after 
breast cancer.

Locals who donated 
to or attended the event 
included Tiburon’s Pa-
tience Odele, Steffney 
and Brett Crawford, 
Dan Modlin, Elena Ste-
phens, Janis Luft, Kim 
O’Hair, Sally William-
son, Jack Mavis, Roger 
and Mary Greenberg, 
Dana Baker-Williams, 
Kim Winterhalter, 
Karen and Mike 
McMullen, Heather 
Flynn, Alison Skri-
nar, Jessica Madani, 
Tracey Van Hooser, 
Vicki Strotz, Michelle 
Paraiso, Eileen Kul-
perger, Isabelle and 

Ben Schuman, Sandra 
Decent, Jill and Trip 
Ames, Francine and 
Terry Halberg, Martha 
and Bruce Auld, Bryn 
Argov, Wendy and 
Rick Barbaria, Tommy 
Talbot, Stone Coxhead, 
Tanja Ross, Cynthia 
Goodman, and Joseph 
Poen; Belvedere’s Cindy 
and Rick Armellini, 
Abigail Vare, Anne 
Feinberg, Janice and 
Ed Still, Jack Hether-
ington, Tom and Jean 
Cromwell, Jane and 
Allen Cooper, Kathy 

Niggeman, and Joan 
and Gene Harter; and 
Strawberry’s Gail Stern, 
Rona Weintraub, Dot-
tie Burk, Ray Kaliski 
and Carla Daro, Mary 
Ware, Bob Kaliski and 
Linda Nelson, Jackie 
Williams, and Peter 
and Lynn Kaplan. 

Local businesses that do-
nated to the event included 
Piatti Ristorante & Bar and 
The Club at Harbor Point. 

BENEFITING: To Cel-
ebrate Life’s Breast Cancer 
Grants Program, which 
supports Bay Area non-
profits that provide direct 
and emergency services 
to breast-cancer patients. 
In 2019, To Celebrate Life 
granted $375,000 to 22 Bay 
Area nonprofits that assist 
underserved breast-cancer 
patients. It has distributed 
more than $5.5 million 
since 1996.

VISIT: tocelebratelife.
org.

DID YOU KNOW? 
There have been more than 
800 local breast-cancer 
thriver models, including 
11 male models, who have 
participated in the annual 
fashion show since the first 
event in 1996. 

Stepping out to fund cancer services

GLEN GRAVES

Belvedere’s Abigail Vare 
models in To Celebrate Life 
Breast Cancer Foundation’s 
fashion show.

WHO: Family House, 
Inc.

WHEN: Oct. 18, 2019
WHAT: Family House 

hosted its 38th annual gala 
at the Fairmont San Fran-
cisco. The event’s theme 
was “Ohana,” a Hawaiian 
term meaning family, and 
included a cocktail recep-
tion, gourmet dinner, live 
auction and music. The 
evening was co-chaired 
by Belvedere resident Ron 
Conway and Kim Scurr 
and honored University of 
California at San Francisco 
chancellor Sam Hawgood 
and his wife, Jane Haw-
good, for their dedication 
to the nonprofit. 

Local attendees included 
Tiburon residents Kevin 
Keenley, who serves as 
the organization’s board 
chair, and his wife, Diane 
Keenley; Mark and Jan 
Laret; Scott and Becky 
Miller; and Sean Eilers 
and Monica Noble-Ei-
lers; as well as Belvedere 
resident Gail Conway. 

BENEFITING: Fam-
ily House San Francisco, 
which provides free tempo-
rary housing for families 
of children diagnosed 
with cancer and other 

life-threatening illnesses 
undergoing treatment at 
the University of California 
at San Francisco’s Benioff 
Children’s Hospital.

VISIT: familyhouseinc.

org.
DID YOU KNOW? The 

2019 gala was the organi-
zation’s highest grossing 
to date, raising more than 
$1.5 million. 

Gala raises $1.5 mil for kids fighting cancer

ARTHUR KOBIN FOR DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY

Tiburon Peninsula residents Valerie Berens, Scott Miller, Sean 
Eilers, Becky Miller, Kevin Keenley, Diane Keenley and Monica 
Noble-Eilers attend Family House’s Ohana Gala on Oct. 18 at the 
Fairmont San Francisco. Below left are Tiburon residents Mark 
and Jan Laret, and below right are Belvedere resident Ron Con-
way with former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Joe Montana 
and his wife, Jennifer Montana.
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JOCELYN KNIGHT / FOR THE ARK

By MICHELLE ASCHWALD
maschwald@thearknewspaper.com
———

n 1996, Janice Still was among 10 women 
who organized a fashion show to raise 
money for Marin General Hospital’s 
Breast Health Center.  

“The majority of the event was produced by 
women who were in or out of breast-cancer treatment,” 
says Still, herself a breast-cancer survivor. “Because 
of our initial success, we said, ‘We have to keep this 
going.’” 

The experience inspired Still, 72, and the other women 

to start what would become To Celebrate Life Breast 
Cancer Foundation, a nonprofit that provides grants to 
services for breast-cancer patients in underserved com-
munities.

Nearly 25 years later, the fashion show has become 
the cornerstone of the organization’s annual Stepping 
Out gala — and Still’s support remains crucial to its 
success. For the past 22 years, Still has hosted the an-
nual models’ luncheon, which launches rehearsals for 
the September fashion show and brings some 60 women 
who have been impacted by breast cancer together at 
Still’s Belvedere Lagoon home. 

“It is fun to see the models getting ready for a new 

Belvedere 
resident steps 
up to support 
those fighting 
breast cancer 

Belvedere resident Janice Still 
was one of 10 founders of To 
Celebrate Life Breast Cancer 
Foundation, which provides 
grants to services for breast-
cancer patients in underserved 
communities. Still — seen 
walking the runway herself in 
1996 with then-15-year-old-son 
Zachary — continues to sup-
port the organization’s annual 
gala by hosting a pre-event 
luncheon for the breast-cancer 
survivors who serve as models 
in the gala’s fashion show. 

learn more
To learn more about To 

Celebrate Life Breast Can-
cer Foundation — including 
how to attend its annual 
volunteer kick-off event set 
for Feb. 12 — visit tocel-
ebratelife.org. I

———
See STILL, PAGE 14
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With Offi  ces in Marin and San Francisco

www.marincf.org   |  415.464.2507

Virtuouou so

Her priority is gender equity.
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adventure,” says Still. “When the strangers 
first meet each other at the luncheon, it is 
quiet, and then there is an instant bond. Ev-
erybody is willing to share their personal 
experience with breast cancer.”

Organization’s impact 
felt across Bay Area

That includes Still, who hails from Riv-
erside County and worked as a third-grade 
public-school teacher in Sacramento before 
marrying her husband, Ed. The couple, 
who share a son together and two stepchil-
dren from Ed’s previous marriage, moved 
to Belvedere in 1978. 

Still was diagnosed with stage-1 breast 
cancer in 1994 at the age of 46. She had 
a lumpectomy to remove the cancer and 
underwent chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment. Her lymph nodes were removed 
as well. 

She notes she didn’t know much about 
breast cancer or cancer treatment at the 
time, but she learned quickly.

 “I was ready to take it on and get it over 
with,” Still says. “I knew that I was strong, 
and I was determined I would get through 
it and not let it get the best of me.”

Chemotherapy was the most difficult 
part, she says, noting that it left her bald. 

“Radiation was not as debilitating,” she 
says. “During radiation, I was able to get 
back to tennis and took up golf. My stami-
na wasn’t quite back to what it used to be, 
but at least I was outside enjoying life.”

After Still had completed treatment, she 
was approached by event producer and 
Tiburon resident BB Bernheim. A group 
of seven women who were battling breast 
cancer had come up with the idea to have a 
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CalEstates.com | 510.610.4461

Estate Liquidation | Real Estate | Appraisals| Professional Staging

Complimentary In-Home Consultations Since 1986
Lic # 02017954

VIA JANICE STILL

The models who walked the runway at To Cele-
brate Life Breast Cancer Foundation’s 2000 gala 
and fashion show pose at a pre-event luncheon 
hosted by Belvedere resident Janice Still. Still, 
who helped found the nonprofit, has hosted the 
annual models’ luncheon for more than 20 years, 
providing a place for the breast-cancer survivors 
who model in the show to bond before the event. 

———
See STILL, PAGE 16

‘
I knew that I was strong, 
and I was determined I 
would get through it and 

not let it get the best of me.”

Still, continued from page 10
———
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How do you build a 

gateway to better health?

With a strong Foundation.

“MarinHealth” and the MarinHealth logo are servicemarks of Marin General Hospital and used with permission.

MarinHealth
SM Medical Center and MarinHealth Medical Network provide the North Bay with the fi nest quality healthcare. 

And at MarinHealth Foundation, we raise the funds to support and build on that care. We work closely with MarinHealth 
leadership, physicians, and caregivers to prioritize yearly fundraising for existing and future services, technologies, and 
facilities. We are proud to have supported the Medical Center’s state-of-the-art new building. What’s more, in 2019 
alone, our donors contributed to a variety of key initiatives:

 Launching a Structural Heart program in our esteemed Haynes Cardiovascular Institute

 Enhancing our Cancer Care Program’s Patient Navigator and Survivorship offerings

 Renovating our Behavioral Health facilities

 Introducing a new prevention program at Braden Diabetes Center

From hospital employees to grateful patients to generous philanthropists, all our donors share a commitment to the 
health of our community. We hope you will join them, and us, in ensuring a healthy future for the North Bay.

Find out how you can help at www.MyMarinHealth.org/Foundation
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WHO: The Belvedere-
Tiburon Landmarks 
Society

WHEN: Oct. 12, 2019
WHAT: The Landmarks 

Society celebrated its 60th 
anniversary with a 1960s-
themed “Peace, Love and 
History” event at its Art & 
Garden Center in Tiburon. 
Guests dressed up in the 
fashion of the era and 
enjoyed a themed menu of 
cocktails, appetizers and 
dinner and dancing to ’60s 
music DJ’d by Landmarks 
Society Archivist David 
Gotz. 

Event sponsors 
included the Belvedere 
Land Co., the Law Office of 
Brooke Halsey, Bill Smith 
and Ann Aylwin, Zelinsky 
Properties, Delicious Cater-
ing, Faire La Fête and First 
Growth Brands, Mandy 
Scott Events, Marin Event 
Lighting, Standard Party 
Rentals, and Jim Vetter 
Photography.

BENEFITING: The 
Belvedere-Tiburon Land-
marks Society.

VISIT: landmarkssoci-
ety.com.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Landmarks is dedicated 

to preserving Tiburon’s 
Old St. Hilary’s Landmark, 
Railroad & Ferry Depot 

Museum and Art & Gar-
den Center, along with Bel-
vedere’s China Cabin.

Landmarks marks anniversary with ’60s bash

fashion fundraiser, and Bernheim, who is 
not a breast-cancer survivor, was set to help 
organize the event. She wanted both Still 
and Kathryn Servino, co-owner of Servino 
Ristorante in Tiburon, to join the group. 

“I wanted to join her team and help oth-
ers facing breast cancer,” Still says. “Ev-
eryone may not have the support and 
resources they need to deal with a breast-
cancer diagnosis.”

Still’s then-15-year-old son, Zachary, 
escorted her down the runway at that first 
fashion show, which was attended by some 
250 people and raised $42,000. 

Shortly after the event, Still and the other 
women formed the Marin Breast Cancer 
Committee, which in turn became To Cel-
ebrate Life Breast Cancer Foundation in 
2006.

“Initially, we just wanted to assist local 
women in Marin to appointments, mam-
mograms, shopping and whatever helps,” 
Still says. “It was an appealing goal to raise 
funds locally and spend them locally to 
help underserved breast-cancer patients.”

Still was key to the organization’s suc-
cess in its early stages, says Bernheim, 
who went on to produce nine other fashion 
shows for the organization. 

“Janice is very creative. She is out-of-the-
box creative,” Bernheim says. “In our event 
brainstorming sessions, she always offered 
unique ideas. I knew that her positive en-
ergy was the right fit for the cause because 
she gives so much.”

Today, To Celebrate Life aims to ensure 
that no one faces breast cancer alone by 
funding services for both uninsured and 
underinsured people facing breast cancer. 

Over the past 25 years, the foundation 
has awarded $5.5 million in grants to Bay 
Area nonprofits that provide financial, 
navigational, diagnostic, holistic and other 
services to breast-cancer patients. 

“It is not unusual for people undergoing 
breast-cancer treatment to have financial 
emergencies because they often cannot 
work when they are physically and mental-
ly depleted,” says Kim Wimer, a breast-can-
cer survivor who serves on the foundation’s 
board of directors as its communications 
chair. “One of the big problems in the Bay 
Area is the cost of living. So many house-
holds require two incomes.” 

The grants fund more than 10,000 ser-
vices to breast-cancer patients annually. In 
2019, the foundation granted $375,000 to 
22 nonprofits in nine Bay Area counties. 
Those nonprofits included the Institute for 
Health and Healing in San Francisco, which 
administers therapeutic massage, acupunc-
ture and other holistic care services; the 
Marin Center for Independent Living in San 

Rafael, which helps patients with financial 
planning, medical insurance and housing 
during treatment and recovery; and the 
MarinHealth Foundation in Greenbrae, 
which provides breast-cancer screening 
and diagnostic funding for uninsured and 
underinsured individuals. 

Fashion show spotlights survivors
The Stepping Out gala has become To 

Celebrate Life’s signature fundraising event; 
last year, the event had 640 guests and 
raised $634,000.

The highlight of the evening is the fash-
ion show, which features nearly 40 models 
who range in age from their 20s to their 
80s. All are breast-cancer survivors — or 
as the organization dubs them, breast-
cancer “thrivers.”

More than 800 people have modeled in 
the fashion show since 1996, including 11 
male breast-cancer survivors. Models only 
have one opportunity to walk the runway, 
unless they have a recurrence of breast 
cancer.

Still recruited Belvedere City Council-
member Marty Winter to model in the 
upcoming 2020 gala. Winter, 73, was diag-

nosed with stage-1 breast cancer a year ago 
after he noticed a lump under his armpit. 
He has since had a mastectomy and credits 
his good health with early detection. 

About a month before the models walk 
the runway each year, they gather at Still’s 
house for the luncheon, which she says 
helps them feel more comfortable working 
together. 

Wimer modeled in the 2008 fashion show 
and noted she was initially “terrified to be a 
first-time runway model,” but the luncheon 
at Still’s home helped put her at ease.

“As a new model, you can feel so much 
love and support during the luncheon, and 
it sets the tone for the fundraiser,” Wimer 
says. 

In addition to hosting the luncheon, Still 
and her husband donate to the organization, 
and Still has chaired and played in a golf 
tournament fundraiser at the Meadow Club 
in Fairfax to support the foundation. 

Still’s commitment to the organization 
has stood the test of time, says Kristen Ben-
nett, who chairs the foundation’s board. 

“Janice was a part of the organization 
from the beginning when the group wanted 
to give back to the community,” Bennett 
says. “She is very compassionate.”

Still notes she loves seeing the progres-
sion in the models from the luncheon to the 
evening of the event. 

“The models gain so much confidence 
after strutting their stuff with pride at the 
fashion show — they just glow,” she says.

Contributor Michelle Aschwald has been 
writing for The Ark since 2006. 

Still, continued from page 14
——— ‘

Initially, we just wanted to assist local women 
in Marin to appointments, mammograms, 
shopping and whatever helps. It was an 

appealing goal to raise funds locally and spend them 
locally to help underserved breast-cancer patients.”

VIA BELVEDERE-TIBURON LANDMARKS SOCIETY

Cathy Larson and Molly McCann were among the locals who 
attended the Belvedere-Tiburon Landmarks Society’s 1960s-
themed 60th anniversary party in October. 
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30 Liberty Ship Way, 3rd Floor
Sausalito, CA 94965

800. 357.3863   www.ms-research.com

“Successful wealth planning 

provides ‘peace of mind’ that your 

assets will last your lifetime and 

for future generations.”

Over the years, we have met many investors who are unaware of what it takes to achieve real wealth and 
how to care for it.  This can often lead to a false sense of financial security and the risk of minimal assets 
later in life – when it is most needed.

At Main Street, we employ a holistic approach to wealth management and planning.  This process 
ensures that our clients have a real sense of financial security about their assets lasting their lifetime, 
and possibly beyond.  Our decades of experience, combined with our ability to work closely with each 
client, result in a personally tailored plan that puts the odds in our client’s favor for long term success. 

If you would like to learn more about establishing a real sense of financial security and our distinctive 
process of wealth planning, give us a call.  Minimum relationship $1 million.

 — Tamra A. Stern, JD CFP®

Past performance is not indicative of future results. Therefore, no current or prospective client should assume that future performance of any specific 
investment or investment strategy (including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended or undertaken by Main Street) will be profitable. 
Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no assurance that any specific investment will either be suitable or profitable 
for a client or prospective client’s portfolio. Those risks include the risk of changes in economic and market conditions, the concentration of investments 
within a portfolio, and the volatility of securities.  Certified Financial Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ in the U.S.
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By DIANE SMITH
dsmith@thearknewspaper.com
———

iburon resident Wayne Gilbert 
dedicates much of his free time to 
helping improve the lives of chil-
dren residing some 3,000 miles 
away in rural Guatemala. 

Since 2015, Gilbert, a specialist in estate planning, trust 
and probate law, has served on the board of Advancing 
Local Development through Empowerment and Action, or 
Aldea, a nonprofit that aims to address chronic malnutri-
tion in infants and young children living in the rural Kaq-
chikel Mayan communities of Chimaltenango, Guatemala.

The nonprofit’s multifaceted approach includes nutrition 
education, ensuring food sustainability and increasing ac-
cess to water and household sanitation. The organization 
also works to mobilize communities to achieve local devel-

opment and reduce their 
vulnerability to natural 
disasters. 

The cornerstone of the 
program is empower-
ment, says Gilbert, 67.

“We develop the lead-
ership and problem-solv-
ing skills of women, men 

and youth to address both the dietary and environmental 
root causes of childhood malnutrition,” he says.

Nonprofit’s Guatemalan roots go back decades
Aldea, which means “village” in Spanish, traces its roots 

back to 1962, when Dr. Carroll Behrhorst, an American 
physician, opened a health clinic and development center 
in Chimaltenango. In 1975, the program was cited by the 
World Health Organization as a model for effective commu-
nity development programs. 

Though the program has continued to evolve in the de-
cades since, its fundamental philosophy has not changed.

“The program’s concept of helping people on their own 
terms has proven its worth for decades,” Gilbert says. 

According to the nonprofit, Guatemala has the fourth 
highest rate of chronic malnutrition in the world; nearly 
half of all Guatemalan children under 5 are chronically 
malnourished. In indigenous Mayan communities, like 
those in the Department of Chimaltenango, the number is 
about 70 percent.

The organization points out that malnutrition is a conse-
quence of poverty. According to the World Bank, some 60 
percent of the 16.5 million people in Guatemala live below 
the poverty line. About 79 percent of indigenous people live 

Tiburon 
man helps 
empower 
communities 
to battle 
childhood 
malnutrition

T
more info

To learn more about Advanc-
ing Local Development through 
Empowerment and Action, or 
Aldea, including ways to donate 
or opportunities to attend Gil-
bert’s upcoming tour of Guate-
mala, visit aldeaguatemala.org.

MICHELLE HANAVAN

Women and children in 
rural Guatemala carry water 
home before new water 
lines were installed with 
the help of nonprofit Aldea, 
providing a direct water 
source. Tiburon resident 
Wayne Gilbert (left) has 
served on the board of 
Aldea since 2015. As part 
of his work, he leads donors 
and prospective donors on 
annual trips to Guatemala, 
where participants learn 
about the nonprofit’s work 
and the history of the Ma-
yan communities that live in 
the area. 

DIANE SMITH / FOR THE ARK

———
See GILBERT, NEXT PAGE



below the poverty line.
“Statistics show that Mayan children 

raised in the U.S. are, on average, 8 inches 
taller than their Guatemalan counterparts 
because of improved nutrition,” Gilbert says. 

Clean water, ventilation a focus
The organization works in six to eight 

new communities each year, four of which 
participate in its fully integrated program. 
The remaining communities receive water 
and sanitation projects.

Among the causes of chronic malnu-
trition addressed by Aldea’s integrated 
program are cooking over open fires inside 
homes without ventilation and lack of clean 
water, which can lead to water-borne ill-
nesses including diarrhea. 

Aldea staff work with communities to 
design the most appropriate water and sani-
tation solution based on an environmental 
assessment and what the community 
wants. Since 2006, the nonprofit has com-
pleted 78 such projects, providing 55,550 
people with access to clean water.

The process is a partnership, Gilbert 
says, as communities must buy the water 
source and do the physical labor under the 
supervision of the nonprofit.

“Because they put in the water system 
themselves, they know how to repair the sys-
tem if anything goes wrong,” Gilbert says. 

In addition to helping bring running 
water to the community and ensuring that 
water is chlorinated or appropriately fil-
tered, the nonprofit educates families on the 

importance of hand washing, using latrines 
and removing wastewater from homes via a 
gray-water filtration system. 

Each beneficiary family signs a com-
mitment to pay a monthly assessment that 
goes to a pooled fund for maintenance and 
repairs, as well as to share in communal ac-
tivities to monitor and maintain the system. 

Another contributor to chronic malnutri-
tion is breathing the smoke produced by 
cooking over wood fires in unventilated 
kitchens.

“I’ve sat in these homes with the open 

wood fires, and I could hardly breathe dur-
ing the short time I was inside,” Gilbert 
says. “These people breathe in the smoke 
constantly.”

As part of its work, Aldea teaches com-
munity members how to build cement 
stoves with vents to the outside. 

Because women are traditionally the 
wood-gatherers and water-bearers in the 
community — typically spending some five 
hours each day carrying 30-pound water 
jugs on their heads as they walk miles to 
and from the closest water source — the 

new water and sanitation systems allow 
girls to stay in school and increase women’s 
autonomy in the home. As women are em-
powered to make decisions about spending 
their time, nutrition improves for the whole 
family.

Food security, preventative 
education are key

Aldea also works within communities 
to establish food security. It gives a goat to 
families with a child under 5 years old so 
they have access to fresh milk. When a fam-
ily’s goat has its first female baby, the family 
must give that baby to another family, and 
all are taught how to care for the animals. 
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WHO: Marin Villages
WHEN: Oct. 26, 2019
WHAT: Tiburon resi-

dents Cheryl Sorokin 
and Neelam Kanwar 
hosted a Diwali dinner 
at Sorokin’s home to ben-
efit Marin Villages. The 
traditional Indian décor 
included marigold flowers, 
earthen lamps and Indian 
silk. Attendees partici-
pated in special Sanskrit 

prayers and were served 
Indian cuisine. They were 
gifted garam masala, an 
Indian spice mix, at the 
end of the evening. 

BENEFITING: Marin 
Villages, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to empowering older 
adults to stay active, con-
nected and independent in 
the place they call home. It 
aims to create local com-
munities of members and 

volunteers who enrich each 
other’s lives, build new 
connections and make ev-
eryday life easier as people 
age.

VISIT: marinvillages.
org.

DID YOU KNOW? 
As part of the evening, 
each guest lit a decorated 
earthen lamp and was able 
to take that lamp home at 
the end of the night. 

WHO: Marin Humane
WHEN: Sept. 14, 2019
WHAT: For the first 

time, Marin Humane’s an-
nual fundraising gala was 
held at its Novato shelter, 
and guests were invited 
to bring their dogs. The 
event, dubbed “Pawsport 
to Happiness,” included a 
behind-the-scenes shelter 
tour, silent and live auc-
tions, cocktails and a sit-
down vegan dinner. 

Local attendees in-
cluded Marin Humane 
board Chair Chip 
Smith; Janet Weiner; 
Elizabeth Needham 
and Peter Mark; Gale 
Greisen; and Ellie 
Stein.

BENEFITING: Marin 
Humane’s programs, 
which include pet adop-
tion services, pet-care 
assistance to low-income 
seniors, animal-behavior 
and training classes and 
more.

VISIT: marinhumane.
org.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Tiburon’s Weiner, the 
CFO of Rockstar energy 
drinks, was honored as 
the organization’s human-
itarian of the year. 

Locals raise funds for four-legged friends Marin Villages fundraiser celebrates Diwali

Gilbert, continued from previous page
———

PHOTOS VIA WAYNE GILBERT

Community members (above) work on installing a water distribution tank in San Vicente Pacaya, Gua-
temala, under the direction of Aldea staff, while at right, a woman checks the fire in her new ventilated 
stove as she cooks tortillas. Breathing the smoke produced by cooking over wood fires in unventilated 
kitchens can contribute to chronic malnutrition in kids.

———
See GILBERT, PAGE 22

Guests were invited to bring their dogs along.

PHOTOS VIA MARIN HUMANE

Tiburon resident Janet Weiner (center) is honored by Marin Hu-
mane board Chair Chip Smith of Tiburon and Marin Humane CEO 
Nancy McKenney at the nonprofit’s annual gala on Sept. 14. 

VIA NEELAM KANWAR

Joan and Stan Green were among those who attended Marin Villages’ Diwali celebration fundraiser 
in October. Guests dined on traditional Indian cuisine and lit decorated earthen lamps as part of 
the evening. 
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WHO: Friends of MarinHealth, the 
Belvedere-Tiburon fundraising branch of 
the MarinHealth Volunteers

WHEN: Nov. 6, 2019
WHAT: Friends of MarinHealth hosted 

its 11th annual fashion show and luncheon 
at the St. Francis Yacht Club in Belvedere. 
Claire Slaymaker of Belvedere and Pat 
Montag of Tiburon co-chaired the event, 
decorating the yacht club to coordinate 
with Trina Turk’s holiday fashions. The 
tables featured succulent arrangements 
by The Cove Shopping Center’s Flourish 
Succulents. In addition to Turk, vendors 
included Moonlite Delicatessen, Colum-
bine Home and The Treasured Accessory.

The raffle and silent auction included 
items from Five Points Fitness, Neiman 
Marcus, the San Francisco Ballet, Ca-
vallo Point, Anthem, Christopher Salon 
and Home, Tiburon Wine, Dr. Cynthia 
Goodman, Waterlilies, and Eva Claiborne 
Beauty and Wellness.

Belvedere attendees included Paula 
Andre Berg, Jill Barnett, Randee 
Binstock, Liz Canady, Amy Cooper, 
Virginia DeMaria, Mary Fetzer-
Skade, Nancy Freed, Emily Heller, 
Maureen Herr, Sharon Hilpert, 
Kathy Huber, Annie Mendenhall, 
Ginna Milan, Susan Milliron, Kathy 
Niggeman, Kathy Perasso, Stepha-
nie Pugash and Kara Warrin. 

Tiburon attendees included Karin 
Akin, Marjorie Baylor, Shannan 
Bishop, Tanya Bloch, Lori Buckley, 
Kari Cusack, Kerry Davidson, Velda 

Demmert, Camille Dibble, Cindy 
Goodman, Pam Healy, Lindsay 
Holt, Sheri Joseph, Sydney Joyner, 
Cynthia Kenneally, Janie Kimball, 
Jane Marra, Lisa Mathews, Eliza-
beth Moffet, Elaine Nolan, Cynthia 
O’Donnell, Moira O’Neal, Karin 
Peters, Kim Portner, Renee Poulos, 
Laura Rousseau, Lori Runnfeldt, 
Tiffany Sams, Kimberly Schmidt, 
Ellie Smith, Patti Stadlin, Vicki 
Strotz, Amy Thimmig and Cheryl 
Woodford.

BENEFITING: MarinHealth’s patient-
care programs, scholarships and more. 

VISIT: mymarinhealth.org.
DID YOU KNOW? The Friends of 

MarinHealth group was previously 
known as the Raccoons. The group re-
cently rebranded itself to align with Marin 
General Hospital’s rebrand as Marin-
Health Medical Center. The local group 
has been fundraising for the hospital for 
more than 50 years. 

WHO: Marin Villages and the Rotary 
Club of Tiburon Sunset

WHEN: October and November 2019
WHAT: The Rotary Club of Tiburon 

Sunset partnered with Marin Villages’ 
Tiburon Peninsula Village to purchase 
and distribute emergency-kit fanny packs 
to seniors in Belvedere, Tiburon and 
Strawberry. 

Members and volunteers from both 
organizations met at Marin Villages board 
President Cherie Sorokin’s Tiburon home 
to assemble the personalized emergency 
kits, adding a booklet for key contacts, 
scissors to open the contents and a tag 
with key phone numbers. They then di-
vided into teams of one Rotary and one 

Tiburon Peninsula Village member to 
deliver the emergency packs to members 
of the Tiburon Peninsula Village.

BENEFITING: Members of Tiburon 
Peninsula Village, which is part of Marin 
Villages, a nonprofit dedicated to empow-
ering older adults to stay active, connected 
and independent in the place they call 
home. It aims to create local communities 
of members and volunteers who enrich 
each other’s lives, build new connections 
and make everyday life easier as people 
age.

VISIT: marinvillages.org.
DID YOU KNOW? Tiburon Peninsula 

Village recently celebrated its 10th an-
niversary.

Seniors get help with emergency prep Fashion show raises funds for MarinHealth

“When I walked into Sherri’s 
house and saw all these senior 
dogs just lounging around on 
futons and sofas being safe from 
being put down, it touched my 
heart,” Stanton says. 

Soon after, she adopted her 
“soulmate dog” from the organiza-
tion: a Shih Tzu-Lhasa Apso mix 
named Frankie, short for Fran-
kenstein. Muttville had nursed the 
dog back to health after he was 
found on the side of the road in 
the Central Valley with bad cuts 
on his head and neck.

“When I chose Frankie, I 

learned just how grateful a senior 
dog can be once they feel safe and 
loved in their new home,” says 
Stanton, who lives in Tiburon.

Adopting Frankie opened the 
door to a new chapter in Stan-
ton’s life — serving as a dedi-
cated volunteer and eight-year 

more info
For more information about donat-

ing to, volunteering with or adopting 
a dog from Muttville Senior Dog Res-
cue, visit muttville.org.

Tiburon woman helps Muttville  
give senior dogs a fresh start

JOCELYN KNIGHT / FOR THE ARK

Patty Stanton of Tiburon attends to Rocko Roll, who was rescued from Turkey and is awaiting a new home at Muttville Senior 
Dog Rescue in San Francisco. Stanton was inspired to volunteer for and serve on the board of the nonprofit after adopting a 
dog from the rescue in 2008. 

By ALEX MADISON  |  amadison@thearknewspaper.com
———

hen Patty Stanton retired from a 
long career as a Bay Area radio 
saleswoman and producer in 2008, 
she decided she wanted a dog in 
her life. She visited Muttville Senior 

Dog Rescue, which at the time was run out of founder 
Sherri Franklin’s house in Potrero Hill. 

W

———
See STANTON, NEXT PAGE

VIA LISA BRINKMANN

Marin Villages and the Rotary Club of Tiburon Sunset partnered to purchase and distribute emer-
gency kits to local seniors last fall. 

VIA CINDY GOODMAN

Claire Slaymaker of Belvedere and Pat Montag 
of Tiburon co-chaired the Friends of Marin-
Health annual fashion show and luncheon on 
Nov. 6 at the St. Francis Yacht Club. 



board member for Muttville. Stanton, 60, 
has spent countless hours furthering the 
mission of Muttville through fostering dogs 
and leading media-relations work and fund-
raising efforts for the organization. 

The nonprofit each year rescues thou-
sands of dogs ages 7 and older from North-
ern California and beyond, placing them 
in new homes. The organization spends 
$1,300 on average on veterinary care for 
every dog that comes through the doors of 
its three-story cage-free shelter in San Fran-
cisco’s Mission District. 

After adopting Frankie, Stanton decided 
to start volunteering with the dog rescue. 
But she wanted to do more than just help 
around the shelter and temporarily foster 
dogs; she wanted to use her media back-
ground to bring awareness to the organiza-
tion. Throughout her time in radio, Stanton 
worked for KGO, KOIT, KFOG and KFRC, 
both as a producer and in sales. 

She asked John Rothmann, host of KGO’s 
“The John Rothmann Show,” to let Franklin 
appear on his show. 

“After that radio-show guest appearance, 
adoption applications poured in,” Stanton 
says. “I thought, ‘Maybe I can help with 
exposure helping to find new families for 
these seniors.’”

That’s exactly what she did. For the 
majority of her 10-plus years working with 
Muttville, Stanton has led media relations, 
sharing Muttville’s rescue stories with Bay 
Area TV and radio stations, local newspa-
pers and national online publications. 

“The more storytelling we can do, the 
more people we can bring in, not only to 
adopt but to foster, volunteer and, of course, 
donate,” Stanton says. 

A recent story that Stanton promoted 
went viral on The Dodo, a digital media 
brand dedicated to creating compelling con-
tent about animals. It told the story of a Bay 
Area man suffering from terminal ALS 
who wanted to help find his dog Pawpaw 
a new home. Thanks to the video, Pawpaw 
was placed with a loving family. 

As Stanton has worked to spread the 
word about Muttville, the rescue has con-
tinued to grow. After six years of housing 
hundreds of dogs in her home, Franklin, 
the nonprofit’s founder, was offered the Ala-

bama Street space owned by the San Fran-
cisco Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals in 2012 at a discounted rental rate. 

Today, Muttville employs about 15 people 
and has hundreds of volunteers. Last year, 
more than 1,000 dogs were rescued and 
adopted through the organization; since 
its founding, 7,500 senior dogs have been 
placed in loving homes. 

Stanton’s friendship and dedication to 
Muttville is something Franklin is grateful 
for. Franklin says the pair had an instant 
connection when they first met. 

“We really became close because she was 
so genuinely passionate about Muttville 
and what we were doing,” Franklin says. 
“Right away it changed her life and gave 

her something that was meaningful.”
Before Stanton began working with the 

organization, Muttville had very little press 
coverage, Franklin says. Stanton’s ability 
to “turn what Muttville is doing into some-
thing everyone wants to hear more about 
and support” has directly resulted in more 
adoptions and a larger reach for the organi-
zation, Franklin says. 

Another press opportunity Stanton pur-
sued for the organization was one of the 
most unique experiences both Franklin and 
Stanton say they ever had. Hoping to share 
Muttville’s story nationally, Stanton in 2010 
wrote to “The Oprah Winfrey Show.” Two 
weeks later, she got a call from Winfrey’s 
team inviting the pair to be audience mem-
bers for a show taping. Although disap-
pointed the organization was not going to 
get an on-air appearance, they flew out to 
Chicago to see the show. 

To their surprise, Franklin and Stanton 
were a part of Oprah’s last Greatest Give-
aways show. 

“(Oprah) came out and said, ‘I chose all 
of you because all of you are my heroes,’” 
Franklin says. “From there we were given 
massive amounts of gifts: $1,000 gift cer-
tificates, diamond earrings, clothes, it was 
crazy,” Franklin says. 

Both of the women went home with 
brand new Volkswagen cars as Oprah’s 
way of thanking them for the work they do 
for animals. 

While both of the women called it an 
amazing experience, they say they aren’t 
involved with Muttville for personal notori-

JOCELYN KNIGHT / FOR THE ARK

Patty Stanton of Tiburon greets Leo, a blind dog who has been adopted and was visiting with his guard-
ian at Muttville Senior Dog Rescue in San Francisco.
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WHO: Supporting Her Education 
Changes A Nation, or She-Can

WHEN: Nov. 16, 2019
WHAT: More than 400 people attended 

She-Can’s sixth annual Revolution 2.0 gala 
at the San Francisco War Memorial. After 
cocktails and dinner tastings, guests 
heard from 12 Cambodian and Rwandan 
She-Can scholars, and the organization 
honored Sopheap Ros, the executive direc-
tor and founder of Gender and Develop-
ment for Cambodia. The evening closed 
with dessert and dancing. 

Local contributors included Belvedere’s 
David Lipschultz and Strawberry’s 
Cathy Batteer, Kathleen Burke, 
Abby Burton, She-Can founder Bar-
bara Bylenga, Steve Enos and Steve 
Keihner.

BENEFITING: The event raised more 

than $500,000 for She-Can, which builds 
female global leadership by helping disad-
vantaged young women from post-conflict 
countries win full-ride scholarships to 
colleges in the U.S. and return home as 
change-agents. Since 2011, She-Can has 
helped 62 young women from Cambodia, 
Liberia and Rwanda secure more than $17 
million in scholarships from 25 top col-
leges, including Bucknell and Northwest-
ern universities and the University of San 
Francisco.

VISIT: shecan.global.
DID YOU KNOW? The funds raised 

from the 2019 gala will help She-Can 
expand into Guatemala, where the orga-
nization will begin recruiting scholars 
in October. The organization is also cur-
rently seeking mentors for its newest class 
of scholars.

WHO: The Foundation for Reed 
Schools

WHEN: Oct. 4, 2019
WHAT: Nearly 900 Reed Union School 

District students, family members and 
staff participated in the Foundation for 
Reed Schools’ annual Run for Reed fun-
draiser, which features a 5K run and a 
1-mile run-walk in downtown Tiburon.

The 2019 race was co-chaired by 
Tiburon residents Michele Barnowski, 

Jennifer Riley and Tony Scott. 
BENEFITING: The event served as the 

kick-off for the foundation’s 2019-2020 fun-
draising season, where it aims to raise $2 
million for the Reed Union School District. 

VISIT: foundationforreedschools.com.
DID YOU KNOW? The foundation 

helps fund the salaries of 20 teachers as 
well as art, music, physical education, 
language and library programs for the 
1,300-student district. 

Local students race for Reed schools She-Can helps develop women leaders

Stanton, from previous page
———

———
See STANTON, PAGE 22

VIA FOUNDATION FOR REED SCHOOLS

From left, Kahden Sykes, Kaveh Zolfaghari-Ashcroft, Zane Chu, Lennox Maiava and Logan Price 
were among the Reed Union School District students who participated in the 2019 Run for Reed, a 
fundraiser for the Foundation for Reed Schools. 

TRISH TUNNEY PHOTOGRAPHY 

She-Can scholars, from left, Aidy Ung, Chakriya Ou, Concesse Nyirizakune, Patience Agasaro, Kim-
seang Am, Hope Mbabazi, Rosie Ith, Assumpta Gasana, Sreytom Tim, Sinet Kroch and Sahas Sok 
shared their stories at the organization’s Revolution 2.0 gala, held Nov. 16 in San Francisco.



ety or appreciation. They do it because of 
the animals. Throughout her 11 years as a 
volunteer for the dog rescue, Stanton has 
fostered countless dogs and adopted three.

“As much as we are saving dogs’ lives, 
on some level they are helping people’s 
lives too,” Stanton says. “You know that 
if you’ve ever known the love of a pet and 
how special a relationship can be.”

This is the message Stanton spreads as 
master of ceremonies at Muttville’s annual 
fundraiser. As a board member, Stanton 
has helped organize the 500-person event 
every year. Last year’s fundraiser was 
held at the San Francisco Design Center 
with a golden age of Hollywood theme; 
Stanton dressed up as Charlie Chaplin. 
The event netted more than $800,000. 

Stanton’s fundraising work led to her 
meeting San Francisco resident Bonnie 
McFarland six years ago. At the time, 
McFarland was working for Big Heart Pet 
Brands and helped secure a large grant for 
Muttville to construct a new surgical room. 
Once McFarland began working with 
Mutt ville and Stanton, she was hooked. 

“Patty gives her heart and soul,” says 
McFarland, who has adopted three Mutt-
ville dogs. “She is a driving force but likes 
to be behind the set. She doesn’t want a 
lot of fame for what she’s doing, she just 
believes in Muttville so much.”

Stanton says working with Muttville 
has given her purpose in retirement. Out-
side of her Muttville responsibilities, the 
single retiree spends time outdoors and 
with friends. She also is a media escort 

for book authors on tour in the Bay Area, 
driving them to speaking events and inter-
views. And starting this spring, she’ll trav-
el abroad organizing activities for cruise 
company Olivia. But it’s Muttville that will 
always be the most important to her. 

“I feel I’ve been able to grow with Mutt-
ville over the last 11 years,” Stanton says. 
“I’ve learned so much, and I find it so ful-
filling to be part of the ‘Mutt-village’ doing 
my part.”

Contributing writer Alex Madison is a 
Bay Area journalist and writer.
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WHO: Tiburon-Belvedere Residents 
United to Support the Trails, or Trust

WHEN: July 14, 2019
WHAT: The local trails organization 

Trust revived Tiburon Kite Day, an on-
again/off-again tradition dating back to 
the 1970s. Locals gathered at McKegney 
Green to fly kites and picnic. 

BENEFITING: Trust, which works 

to protect trails and open space on the 
Tiburon Ridge. 

VISIT: tiburontrails.org.
DID YOU KNOW? The 2020 Tiburon 

Kite Day is scheduled for 1-4 p.m. July 14. 
Trust will have kites for sale at the event, 
or bring your own. There will be a prize 
for the most innovative kite. 

WHO: Trinity House Paintings
WHEN: Aug. 28, 2019
WHAT: Fine-art dealership Trinity 

House hosted an event for the British 
Benevolent Society of California. Local 
attendees included Geoff and Marine 
Strage, Gary Cookhorn, and Ian 
Foley. 

BENEFITING: The British Benevolent 
Society, a nonprofit that provides aid and 

relief to British citizens in need of assis-
tance. Throughout the year, the nonprofit 
organizes community events around the 
Bay Area where members are offered a 
chance to mingle with other British citi-
zens in a social setting. 

VISIT: trinityhousepaintings.com.
DID YOU KNOW? Traditional British 

scones and cream and British beer were 
served at the event. 

Gallery brings Brits together Kite Day returns to Tiburon 

Families also learn to maintain gardens 
to grow their own fresh vegetables. In the 
first year of the program, they receive free 
seeds and, for the next several years, the 
seeds are given to them at a reduced rate 
until the family garden is well established.

In addition, the nonprofit helps combat 
crop loss due to the effects of climate 
change by helping community members 
boost production of corn and beans, staple 
crops in the region. Sustainable-agriculture 
measures include using organic fertilizer to 
improve soil quality, implementing weath-
er-resistant corn silos and using seeds less 
susceptible to the effects of climate change. 

Prevention is a key component of Al-
dea’s work in communities. Its education 
program focuses on what’s called the first 
1,000 days, which includes pregnancy 
and a child’s first two years of life. The 
organization emphasizes nutrition during 
pregnancy and exclusive breastfeeding 
for six months, with the introduction of 
complementary foods after six months of 
age with continued breastfeeding. Women 
are taught hygienic food handling as part 
of the process of using locally available 
food to prepare nutritious meals.

“Helping communities provide good 
nutrition and a healthy environment dur-
ing this critical time provides a lifetime of 
lasting benefits to children,” Gilbert says. 

Spreading the word
Gilbert, who has two adult children 

with his wife, Dr. Diane Sklar, serves as 
secretary of the Aldea board and on a 

number of board committees. But the task 
he says he enjoys most is leading groups 
of American donors and prospective 
donors on eight-day tours of the western 
highlands of Guatemala each spring. 

Landing in Antigua, the group visits 
Mayan ruins and watches a famous 
Lenten procession, goes boating on volca-
no-ringed Lake Atitlán and observes tra-
ditional activities such as fishing, weaving 
and craftsmanship. They also visit rural 
Mayans in their homes and meet commu-
nity leaders, all while learning more about 
Aldea and Mayan history. 

Leading the tours is a way for Gilbert to 
communicate his passion for the organiza-
tion.

“I don’t know of another charity where 
$1 donated provides more impact,” Gilbert 
says. “We are transforming people’s lives 
for very little money. I really believe in us.” 

He attributes the organization’s success 
to its integrated approach. 

“Standing alone, no component can 
deliver its maximum benefit,” Gilbert 
says. “When implemented in coordination, 
these sustainable practices will decrease 
chronic malnutrition and create healthy 
communities over time.”

He notes the organization is not looking 
for short-term solutions. 

“Rather, we work with individual com-
munities who want long-term, sustainable 
change, helping them develop the capacity 
to achieve it,” he says.

Diane Smith has been contributing to 
The Ark since 1980, writing and taking 
photos on everything from personalities 
to events.

Gilbert, continued from page 19
———

Stanton, continued from page 21
———

VIA PATTY STANTON

Patty Stanton adopted Frankie, a shih tzu-Lhasa 
apso mix, from Muttville Senior Dog Rescue in 
2008. 

VIA KAREN BEALE

From left, Claire Knoles, Marcus Molinero, Jennifer Baker, Karen Thomas, Trinity House gallery 
director Karen Beale and Trinity House President Charles Cockerton attended an August event at 
the gallery benefiting the British Benevolent Society. 

ELLIOT KARLAN ARCHIVE / FOR THE ARK 2019

Starr Porter (left) of Tiburon watches as Richard Wodehouse (blue hat), also of Tiburon, helps Fritz 
Arthel of Fairfax launch his kite on Tiburon Kite Day at McKegney Green on July 14. Wodehouse is 
part of the Tiburon-Belvedere Residents United to Support Trails, which organized the event.
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WHEN EVENT WHERE BENEFITING CONTACT INFO
FEBRUARY
Feb. 1 A Garden Party gala Congregation Kol Shofar Congregation Kol Shofar 415-388-1818 or kolshofar.org

Feb. 7 2020 Valentine Boutique and 
Luncheon

Mill Valley Community Center Adopt A Family Marin adoptafamily.org

Feb. 7 Father-Daughter Dance Belvedere Community Center Belvedere-Tiburon Recreation 415-435-4355 or theranchtoday.org

Feb. 8 Teddy Bear Tea Belvedere-Tiburon Library Belvedere-Tiburon Library www.beltiblibfoundation.org

Feb. 8 24th annual Marin Valentine’s Ball Marin Civic Center Exhibit Hall North Bay Children’s Center, Side 
by Side, Godmothers of Timothy 
Murphy School at St. Vincent’s 

415-686-3516 or 
marinvalentinesball.org

Feb. 9 2020 Awards Night at the Lark Lark Theater, Larkspur Lark Theater preservation 415-924-5111 or larktheater.net

Feb. 29 Breath of Life Gala Four Seasons Hotel, San Francisco Cystic Fibrosis Foundation cff.org/NCA

MARCH
March 3 St. Francis Sailing Foundation 

Auction
St. Francis Yacht Club,  
San Francisco 

St. Francis Sailing Foundation stfsf.org 

March 6 Creativity Forum The Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco Bay Area Discovery Museum 415-339-3958 or bayarea- 
discoverymuseum.org/forum

March 12 Vines & Visions gala Osher Marin JCC, San Rafael Bridge the Gap College Prep btgcollegeprep.org

March 26 Pop Up 94920 Congregation Kol Shofar, Tiburon Belvedere-Tiburon Library www.beltiblibfoundation.org

March 26 The Glogau Teddy Bear Rescue 
Fund’s Snuggly Soirée 

Getty Residence, San Francisco UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital ucsfspecialevents.org

March 28 Cabernet for Connoisseurs The Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco Family House familyhouseinc.org

March 28 2020 Raccoon Ball Corinthian Yacht Club MarinHealth Medical Center is.gd/mghraccoons

APRIL
April 4 53rd Season Gala Mill Valley Community Center Marin Theatre Co. marintheatre.org

April 23 League of Women Voters Gala Spinnaker Restaurant, Sausalito Marin League of Women Voters marinlwv.org

April 26 Walk MS Embarcadero Plaza, San Francisco National Multiple Sclerosis Society is.gd/mswalksf 

April 26 Marin County Half Marathon,  
5K & 10K 

McNears Beach County Park,  
San Rafael 

Sustainable Sports Foundation,  
Cure Alzheimer's Fund

marinmarathon.com 

May 1 Fashion Show & Boutique The Seminary at Strawberry Foundation For Reed Schools 415-435-0200 or 
foundationforreedschools.com

MAY
May 2 Marin Human Race Marin County Civic Fairgrounds Center for Volunteer &  

Non-Profit Leadership 
cvnl.org

May 2 Reed Fundraising Gala The Seminary at Strawberry Foundation for Reed Schools 415-435-0200 or 
foundationforreedschools.com

May 2 MarinHealth Foundation Gala Sausalito MarinHealth Medical Center's 
advanced surgical equipment

is.gd/mghfoundation

May 16 Bay Area Great Strides for a Cure Marina Green, San Francisco Cystic Fibrosis Foundation greatstrides.cff.org

May 16 Tiburon Wine Festival Point Tiburon Plaza Tiburon Peninsula Chamber  
of Commerce

tiburonwinefestival.org 

May 17 Woofstock 2020 Marin Humane, Novato Marin Humane 415-506-6256 or marinhumane.org

May 29 Blackie's Hay Day Main Street and  
Blackie’s Pasture, Tiburon

Belvedere-Tiburon Library  
children's and teen programs

www.beltiblibfoundation.org

May 29 Friday Nights on Main Downtown Tiburon Tiburon Peninsula Chamber  
of Commerce

415-435-5633 or 
tiburonchamber.org

May 31-
June 6

AIDS/Lifecycle 2020 Ride to End AIDS San Francisco to Los Angeles L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center,  
San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

aidslifecycle.org 

JUNE
Look for in 
June

Tiburon Day at the Giants Oracle Park, San Francisco Foundation for Reed Schools 415-435-0200 or 
foundationforreedschools.com

June 3 Benefit Art Auction Fort Mason, San Francisco Headlands Center for the Arts headlands.org

June 14 110th annual Dipsea Race Dipsea Trail, Mill Valley Trail maintenance & improvement, 
Mill Valley Parks & Recreation, 
Stinson Beach Community Center 
and Mt. Tamalpais State Park 

dipsea.org 

June 22 Bank of Marin Golf Tournament Meadow Club, Fairfax Side by Side Youth sidebysideyouth.org

June 25-28 MarinScapes 2020 Escalle Winery, Larkspur Buckelew Programs 415-491-5705 or buckelew.org

June 26 Friday Nights on Main Downtown Tiburon Tiburon Peninsula Chamber  
of Commerce

415-435-5633 or 
tiburonchamber.org
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Dr. Mimi Silbert, President and CEO; Pictured with Maple
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