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The virus didn’t creep toward San 
Jose firefighters. It lurked among them.

It was March 6, a week after the 
country’s first community-transmit-
ted COVID-19 case at a Vacaville hos-
pital. Exposure to the virus remained 
largely linked to overseas travel. Cal-
ifornia’s case count had just scraped 

triple digits.
Quietly and without realizing it, a 

busy San Jose firefighter had carried 
the coronavirus to his fire station. He 
covered a shift for a buddy at another 
firehouse, exposing colleagues there. 
He attended a career development 
course at the department’s training 
center — and the virus spread further.

Within the week, about 10% of the 
workforce had been exposed. Fifteen 

San Jose firefighters tested positive — 
the largest known cluster among Bay 
Area first responders and a wake-up 
call, even for those who thought they’d 
seen it all. 

Chief Robert Sapien realized that 
“this is not something we’ll be able to 
see or know in terms of where the vi-
rus is. It really felt at that point like it 
was all around us.”
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Sports fans looking to football season this fall 
as a reward for months sheltered amid a global 
pandemic had cold water thrown on those hopes 
Saturday.

While President Donald Trump reportedly said 
he believes the NFL season can start as sched-
uled, Gov. Gavin Newsom responded that Cali-
fornia residents shouldn’t count on seeing stadi-
ums packed with people this fall as the state digs 
in for a long fight against the potentially deadly 
coronavirus.

“I’m not anticipating that happening in this 
state,” Newsom said when asked Saturday 
whether he would allow NFL games to be played 
by September.

Although professional sports leagues are 
scrambling to salvage their seasons, Newsom’s 
warning likely wraps in California’s five MLB 
teams as well as its three NFL franchises.

“I have a lot of friends that work in Major 
League Baseball and in the NFL (who) have been 
asking me” when their leagues will be able to 
return, Newsom said. His response to them: “I 
would move very cautiously in that expectation.”

According to ESPN, Trump told NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell and the heads of other pro 
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Claiming progress in reducing California’s 
massive backlog of coronavirus test results, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Saturday announced 
an extensive public-private e�ort to produce a 
fivefold increase in testing in the state in com-
ing weeks.

While California has been perhaps the na-
tion’s most aggressive state in using social dis-
tancing to control the spread of a disease that 
now has a�icted more than 13,500 residents, 
the state has lagged in the number of tests con-
ducted and the speed it has processed those 
tests, making it hard to get a handle on the true 
reach of the virus.

“The testing space has been a challenging 
one for us, and I own that,” Newsom said.

“I have a responsibility as your governor to 
do better and to do more testing.”

The governor praised commercial labs for re-
ducing the test backlog from a peak of nearly 
60,000 down to 13,000. 
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Gene Qin was so worried that 
the coronavirus coursing through 
his system would kill him that he 
tried to stay awake all night so 
it wouldn’t take him in his sleep.

At 72, with a history of heart 
spasms, he figured he was a prime 
candidate for succumbing to the 
virus, which is taking an espe-
cially high toll on older people.

He doesn’t understand it, but 
somehow the former passenger 
of the virus-stricken Grand Prin-

cess cruise ship survived after be-
ing quarantined for a week in a 
San Carlos hotel, then hospital-
ized. Qin, whose story was fea-
tured after he tested positive last 
month, is now in his San Fran-
cisco home recovering.
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Recovered, but are there still risks? 
Gene Qin, seen 
at home in San 
Francisco on 
Wednesday, and 
his wife tested 
positive for the 
coronavirus 
a�er a cruise. 
He is recovering 
but fears lasting 
health e�ects.
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