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 Victims of domestic violence often find 
themselves trapped between violence and 
homelessness.
 During a recent interview with the IE Voice 
and Black Voice News, Deputy Michael Jones of 
the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department 
and member of its Homeless Outreach & 
Proactive Enforcement (HOPE) Team shared 
the relationship between domestic violence and 
homelessness, “Often the female unhoused state 
they have been a victim of domestic violence at 
some point in their life.”
 A report by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention supported this assessment noting 
more  than 31 percent of women in the U.S. were 
physically abused by an intimate partner at some 
point in their lives.
 Jones went on to describe based on his 

experience, the types of homeless individuals he 
encounters in San Bernardino County who are 
also victims of domestic violence. He described 
them as, “Mostly middle-aged Caucasian and 
African-American females.”
 According to Jones, San Bernardino County 
has several programs that are the first option they 
consider for local homeless who are also recent 
victims of domestic violence. “We provide the 
same homeless services for housing, from shelter 
to long term housing, to all individuals[who are] 
interested.”

Bringing H.O.P.E.
 The county’s H.O.P.E. program, aims to 
balance proactive outreach with enforcement 
of the law, while connecting members of the 
homeless population with resources that may 

A Nexus: Domestic Violence and Homelessness

When Catalina arrived at the shelter as a 
domestic violence victim, she was eight 

months pregnant.
 Her significant other had beaten her, while 
striking his foot in her abdomen during the end 
stage of her pregnancy. She arrived at the shelter 
with little more than her purse.  
 This is one of thousands of  domestic violence 
victims’ experiences, incidents that increased 
exponentially in the Age of COVID-19.
 When the coronavirus jolted the world in 
2020, California was already  experiencing a 
homeless crisis. More than 151,000 people in the 
state were without a place to call home and nearly 
75 percent of them were unsheltered. The state 
held the dubious distinction of having the largest 
portion of unsheltered people in the nation.

S.E. Williams | Executive Editor
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help them transition from homelessness. 
 Each member of the four-man H.O.P.E. team, 
is responsible for connecting with resources, 
service providers, and points of contact within 
their region. When asked however, about the 
relationship between domestic violence and 
homelessness among those they interact with, 
and whether there was tracking to quantify the 
impact, Jones explained, “We do not track any 
populations.”
 The Nation Alliance to End Homelessness 
(NAEH) reports among the many who are 
homeless, domestic violence is often the 
immediate cause of their homelessness. And 
like Catalina, they may turn to homeless service 
programs seeking a safe temporary place to 
stay after fleeing an abusive relationship. While 
others turn to homeless programs because they 
do not have the economic resources to secure 
or maintain housing after leaving an abusive 
relationship.
 In 2019, NAEH reported that on a single 
night, homeless services providers across the 
country had more than 48,000 beds set aside for 
survivors of domestic violence.
 Despite the staggering number of beds set 
aside nationally, there are victims of domestic 
violence who also struggle with drugs and alcohol 
and as a result, are not welcome in many shelters 
set aside  for domestic violence survivors.
 As Florence White, Chief Executive Officer 

Alternatives to Domestic Violence (ADV) 
explained, “If they are alcohol or drug abusers, 
for instance, if they are using some type of meth 
or crack or something like that and this [abuse] 
happened to them, [we] have to approach it 
differently because our shelter is a residential 
shelter.”
 White continued. “We have women and 
children [in our shelter], so we have different 
conditions they have to be able to meet in order 
to be around the family environment.”
 There are other places these individuals can 
be referred to, said White. She further explained 
how sometimes these individuals may have 
already been at another shelter highlighting on 
occasion some of these individuals may move 
from shelter to shelter, staying in one place until 
their time is up and then moving to another.
 If they have used alcohol or drugs in the 
last thirty days, they would not be eligible for 
the ADV shelter White advised. This is because 
the combined issues of domestic violence and 
homelessness are compounded by the drug/
alcohol abuse and while these individuals may be 
domestic violence victims, they must be treated 
for drugs/alcohol before they can tackle other 
issues including domestic violence.
 Jones echoed White’s assessment. “Most 
programs, especially domestic violence shelters, 
require sobriety.” When they encounter such 
individuals through H.O.P.E. program,  “We 

utilize county Alcohol and Drug Services for 
those who need that as a first step,” he shared. 
Individuals can reach out for Alcohol and Drug 
services in San Bernardino County directly by 
calling (909) 421-4601.
 Beyond those who become homeless due 
to domestic violence there are also those who 
became victims of domestic/partner violence 
after becoming homeless. 
 Jones expounded on this noting, “Many 
females on the street enter [homelessness] 
single and for safety or other reasons start a 
relationship. Often, these end with a variety of 
issues, including domestic violence, at times.” In 
2019, 24 percent of the 450 homeless women in 
the county were unaccompanied.  
 At times, those that become victims while 
on the street Jones explained,  seek domestic 
violence shelters or move to other areas. H.O.P.E. 
will also refer them to other programs.
 H.O.P.E. encourages those who are seeking 
assistance from all walks of life and anyone 
homeless or at risk of domestic violence to call 
them at (909) 387-0623 or call 211 for services.
 NAEH stresses the immediate need for victims 
of domestic violence, is safety, housing, and 
supportive services. This assistance is required 
to help them heal from the trauma of abuse. In 
addition, they require services to help improve 
their  economic stability.

continued on page 15

Homeless shelter with empty beds - On a single night in 2019, homeless services providers across the 
country had more than 48,000 beds set aside for survivors of domestic violence. (source: pinterest)

Homeless encampment San Bernardino County - Many females on the street enter [homelessness] 
single and for safety or other reasons start a relationship. Often, these end with a variety of issues, including 
domestic violence. (source: twitter.com/sbcountyhope)
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because they had no health insurance; if you 
tossed and turned with anxiety over a beloved 
elder who languished in a senior housing facility 
as COVID stalked it halls; if you are a front line 
worker who risked your life daily during the peak 
of the pandemic; if you are nearing 50 years of 
age and still paying off your student loans, then 
these reasons are just the beginnings of why you 
should care about redistricting.

Why does redistricting seem so complex
 Admittedly, understanding the redistricting 
process, like so many other political processes, is 
challenging to some extent—I believe by design—
partly, to deter understanding and by extension, 
interest, and by further extension, participation 
in advocating for fairness in the process. This, in 
addition to the removal of civics education from 
the public school system, has left many feeling it 
is not important or does not matter in the deluge 
of other things that bombard our lives daily.  
 Yet, redistricting plays a major role in 
determining our destiny as citizens once 

every ten years and in many places it remains 
a  process again consigned to the same forces 
that designed and uphold the institutional, 
structural, systemic racism that produced the 
laundry list of disparities detailed above.
 At the core of this are the laws, rules 
and regulations that serve as guardrails for 
redistricting.  At the core of that are those 
selected to design and implement those laws, 
rules, and regulations. At the core of that is how 
those representatives are selected. At the core 
of that, is who does the selecting. And finally, at 
the core of determining who does the selecting, 
is the all-important process of redistricting. This 
same cycle repeats over and over again every 
decade.   

What history has taught us
 Four hundred plus years have taught us that 
diversity in representation matters. It brings a 
variety of perspectives and lived experiences 
to decisions that include everything from 
the services provided to communities to the 

continued on page 18

Redistricting, continued from page 3

 Catalina, whose story opened this report, 
gave birth to a healthy baby girl a week after 
arriving at the shelter, according to Community 
Homeless Solutions who recorded her story. 
They also report three months after entering 
the shelter, Catalina and her children moved to 
an apartment and she no longer depends on her 
abuser for survival nor support. 
Learn more about NAEH’s efforts in the area of 
homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing 
for survivors of domestic violence at https://
endhomelessness.org.  
 Learn more about the Domestic Violence 
Programs in San Bernardino County at https://
www.domesticshelters.org/help/ca/san-
bernardino.

This Domestic Violence Report is presented in 
partnership with Black Voice News, California 
Black Media’s Domestic Violence Journalism 
and Awareness Project, and The Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Foundation.
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ANexus, continued from page 11

miscarriage of justice to occur,” Carrillo said. 
 Newsom also got support from Jaime 
Harrison, the chair of the Democratic 
National Committee. With no presidential or 
congressional elections scheduled this year, the 
recall will be among the highest profile races in 
the country this fall.

Recall Organizers Claim Effort is Not 
Partisan
 Recall organizers have denied the 
characterization of their effort as partisan, 
saying about 30% of people who signed the recall 
petition are not Republicans. That’s impossible 
to verify, and all of the major declared candidates 
are Republicans. Among those running are 
former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, 
businessman John Cox, former congressman 
Doug Ose and reality TV star Caitlyn Jenner, 
who has made no public campaign appearances 
since declaring her candidacy last week.
 Faulconer, speaking to CNN on Saturday, 

said Newsom has hurt small businesses and 
failed to do enough to tackle homelessness and 
get kids back in school. 

Besides the Recall
 Beyond the recall, Harris, U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other members of 
Congress touted President Joe Biden’s progress 
during his first 100 days and urged activists to 
help generate support for Biden’s ambitious 
spending agenda and look ahead to 2022’s 
midterm elections. 
 Harris recalled her career in California 
politics, where she served as San Francisco’s 
district attorney, state attorney general and U.S. 
senator before winning the vice presidency. 
 “As a daughter of California who is in the 
White House, I thank you. It is because of you 
and your hard work,” she said.
 All virtual, the event was awkward at times, 
with some videos clearly recorded weeks in 
advance and already out of date. Newsom, for 

example, touted the administration of 24 million 
vaccine doses, but earlier Saturday morning he 
had tweeted about the number of doses crossing 
30 million. 
 Going virtual also meant there were fewer 
ways for activists to display discontent. At 
past conventions, some delegates have booed 
or turned their backs on speakers. The only 
moment of criticism came when outgoing 
party secretary Jenny Bach, a member of the 
California Young Democrats who ran and lost 
for party vice chair, said the party has “too much 
toxicity and hostility” and needs changes.

#theievoice

Join the conversation Facebook.com/
theievoice
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Pushing Through the Pandemic: How a Local Domestic 
Violence Agency Stayed True to Its Mission
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Phyllis Kimber Wilcox | Contributor
 It has been called a “pandemic within the pandemic,” a pre-existing 
cycle of domestic violence swept up in the unforgiving whirlwind of 
COVID-19.
 Last year, the coronavirus collided full speed into local communities 
trapping victims in place with their abusers. Uncertainty of the 
previously unknown illness created untenable conditions for women, 
children, and men, who were suddenly  untethered from their lifelines of 
support in the outside world.
 Surviving the COVID-19 challenges of 2020 was daunting for those 
who managed to do so under the best of circumstances, but for victims 
of domestic violence and those who support them, the challenges were at 
times terrifying.
 What was their journey? How did they weather the crosswinds of 
potential catastrophe? Who provided anchors of support? How were 
victims able to reach out for assistance, and how were resources in the 
community able to reach back?

Pushing Through the Pandemic: How a Local Domestic 
Violence Agency Stayed True to Its Mission

 For the remainder of 2021, the Black Voice News will explore the facets 
of domestic violence in hopes of raising awareness of this important 
issue and in the process, help create an impetus for expanded services 
and support thereby helping to ensure that in the future no victim will 
ever feel trapped and alone without ready access to assistance
 Black Voice News/VOICE  is producing a series of articles on domestic 
violence in collaboration with California Black Media and the Blue 
Shield of California Foundation. It explores  how individuals, families 
and organizations in our community can seek creative solutions to work 
through the host of problems that stem from intimate partner violence.

A t the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, domestic violence support 
organizations in Riverside County scrambled to adjust how they 
provided services to their clients. The pandemic presented new 

challenges that forced the organizations to find creative ways to live up 
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to their missions and keep offering critical 
resources to their clients whose lives depend on 
them.
 By the time the Coronavirus crisis hit the 
United State in 2020, it had been building like a 
giant wave at sea spotted from  a distant shore. 
 Then, in January 2020, the storm hit. The 
world heard about a new coronavirus variant in 
Wuhan, China causing a “strange” pneumonia 
and a great deal of concern. By the end of 
January the first cases of the virus were reported 
in the United States and economies around 
the country and across our state shuttered to 
prioritize keeping people safe. . 
 Even in those early days, there was debate 
about how the country would be impacted by the 
disease. More than a year later, we find ourselves 
still measuring the costs as we push our way 
out of an unprecedented pandemic that has left 
significant suffering and an alarming death toll 
in its wake.

Domestic Violence: Riverside’s First, 
First Responders
 Long before COVID-19 crashed onto the 
shores of the United States and changed life 
as we knew it in Riverside County, there was 
a precursor to the most well-known local 
domestic violence support organizations in our 
community. Called the Alternatives to Domestic 
Violence (ADV), the organization provides a 
path of healing to men, women and children 
impacted by domestic violence. 
 It began its mission in 1977 as an informal 
group of citizens concerned about the lack of 
domestic violence services in the area, meeting 
to talk about and create what was needed. From 
those first days of advocacy and hard work they 
began to build a web of support for what was 
then a silent, under-discussed problem in our 
community.
 Those civic-minded residents helped 
advocate for temporary restraining orders for 
victims of domestic violence and in 1978, the 
group also helped advocate for SB 91, legislation 
which created the first six domestic violence 
shelters in the state. The same year--with a 
grant from the state--they launched the first 24-
hour crisis hotline, and opened Horizon House, 

the first domestic violence shelter in Riverside.
 From these beginnings, ADV has grown to 
become an indispensable provider of services, 
training and information to the community and 
the state. The organization is led by Florence 
White, Chief Executive Officer of ADV, who 
spoke with the IE Voice and Black Voice News 
about the challenges to the organization brought 
about by COVID-19.
 "When it first hit, no one knew what it was. It 
was just an emergency. I think the entire nation 
was that way.  Of course, the numbers went up 

tremendously,” stated White. 
 According to White, the group experienced 
a near 30% increase in calls. The requests for 
restraining orders also increased as did episodes 
of violence. 
 At that point, explained White, “Everything 
was  just pretty much put on hold because no 
one knew what to do. Our normal process of 
going out on calls and assisting people directly--
all of that shifted.”
 For most of March through much of May 
2020, White continued, “We were pivoting our 

(source www,domesticshelters.org)
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services to become...or looking at what we were 
going to become. We didn't really know at the 
beginning.”
 White explained how she was looking at 
different things and trying to decide, “What we 
were  going to do. What were the courts going to 
do? It was kind of a big haze while we figured out 
the urgency of everything."

A Sense of Urgency
 In discussing the immediacy of the need to 
change the way the organization offered services 
in light of its primary mandate which is safety, 
White stressed by the time May rolled around, 
“We just had to play it by ear. We still had  to 
move because we had so many clients in therapy 
and  needed to remain in therapy, who were 
regressing.” 
 White and the ADV team could not let their 
clients go backwards. “Whatever they were 
dealing with, PTSD, or whatever cognitive 
disorders they had, we had to turn around and 
figure out how to get them back to where they 
were and then still move them forward in light 
of this issue.”
 White described it as “a real ping pong game” 
when it came to mental health and safety. “We 
had women who were in the house with their 
batterers.” The urgent question for White, as she 
explained, was “What'll I do now?"
 Safety is the primary concern for the clients 
of ADV, the organization’s staffers say, and it has 
relationships with service providers all over the 
area as well, including the sheriff’s department 
and the Department of Aging. 
 According to White no one quite knew what 
to do. Everyone was being cautious, including 
the police and the courts were shut down. 
This meant even the ability to get temporary 
restraining orders was made complicated.
 Everything was up in the air,” she 
acknowledged.

The Big Shift
 Like many agencies, businesses and 
nonprofits during the pandemic, ADV has 
shifted to offering services digitally. 
 White explained, "We realized we were in a 
different norm, we were going to have to shift… 

everything had.to shift. We had to scale up our 
services for safety. For COVID  issues---we had 
to start providing preliminary checks for COVID  
symptoms. We couldn't have everybody in the 
same place, it was a huge undertaking." During 
the surge of activity, in this crucial period, 
twenty percent of the calls came from the Black 
community.
 "What we started doing, as we are still doing, 
is having services on Zoom. So, everything just 
went on a technology platform" said White.
 Going digital isn't as easy as it seems. 
Especially with a group of underserved, at 
risk individuals. Many clients didn't have the 
requisite technology or skills to make the switch 
to online service administration, but ADV 
stepped in to help.  
 White continued, “Then, we had to work 
through those who had devices and those who 

didn't. Did they know how to use the devices 
in these ways? We went through training...by 
phone. Everyone knows how to use the telephone. 
We provided telephones. We provided tablets. 
That was something we scaled up for and we just 
taught them how to use it, and it worked out. We 
lost very few people through the transition."
 The staff at ADV worked hard during the 
transition. Getting very little sleep until the new 
process was up and running. When speaking 
of those days White reminisced, "Until we 
stabilized, some of us worked day and night. We 
were first responders. Though not of the same 
magnitude as hospitals, White clarified. “But, 
we were essential workers."

The Abusers
 ADV's mission to keep people safe required 
them to also provide counseling services 
to abusers as well as victims using the new 
technology.
 "Our issue is safety, that's our primary 
concern. From a safety perspective White noted, 
“If we continue to instill the idea of being safe 
in whatever environment you're in, even if 
your batterer is in your home, we had to adopt 
conversations with both the batterer and the 
victim.” 
 “We can't just say we're going to just talk to 
the victims when he or she is standing over them 
with an ax.”
 According to White, digital conferencing 
enabled ADV to provide therapy for both 
victims and abusers at the same time, all of this 
in the midst of crisis situations. This occurred 
frequently during the period as reflected in the 
number of temporary restraining orders (TRO) 
requested which went up 60% according to 
White. Of those, only 20% were granted. As a 
result, ADV had to stand in the gap.

Getting Back to Normal
 These days, the numbers have declined and 
stabilized. White believes it's because people get 
used to situations and have adapted to a new 
normal.
 The crisis has brought surprises as well as 
trauma and offered a glimpse into an unexpected 
strength, endurance and compassion:

“When it first hit, no one knew what it was. It was just an 
emergency. I think the entire nation was that way.”

- Florence White
Chief Executive Officer of Alternatives to Domestic Violence

continued on page 18



18 VOICE | MAY 13, 2021 | theievoice.com

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

K E E P I N G  I T  R E A L

A Mother’s, continued from page 3

S.E. Williams
Executive Editor

 "I think everybody got a real good look at who 
they were at that time. This whole pandemic was 
a huge disaster at the beginning. I think what 
has happened now is we understand a little bit 
more about what occurred and the urgency of 
it.”
 She offered, “Whether we wanted to believe 
it or not; whether it is a conspiracy theory or 
not; no matter what it was, millions of people 
died. Here it is,”  White proclaimed. “Are we 
going to deal with it? Did you survive it? Did 
your marriage get stronger?”
 “We do have some people who say, ‘Hey, I 
found out I really like the girl. I'm going to stay 
right here,’” White shared. “Or, ‘I really like 
the man. He was a good man. I was sick and he 
stayed right there with me.’”
 White concluded there were instances where 
one or the other got COVID-19 during the peak 
of the crisis and the  husband nursed the wife, or 
the wife nursed the husband.
 “There were a lot of reconciliations.”  

The Black Voice News Domestic Violence 
Series is supported by California Black Media’s 
Domestic Violence Journalism and Awareness 
Project and the Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Foundation of California.

who stepped in with arms to enfold, shoulders to 
cry on and nurturing words of comfort.  
 Within two days of Floyd’s murder, Gwen 
Carr reached out to his family.
 “I just told them that, ‘No matter what, you 
can depend on me if you need me,’” said Carr.
 True to her word, Carr (and others) continued 
to give the Floyd family her love and support 
throughout the long year leading to the trial 
and on to its conclusion. It appears she formed 
a bond with the Floyd family certain to last a 
lifetime.  
 Although the officer who killed Carr’s son was 
fired but never charged, she remains steadfast in 
her quest for fairness and justice in policing, and 
encourages other families to do the same. And, 
there are so many other families . . . of all races.
 A recent  Washington Post Report noted in 
the last year police shot and killed 973 people 
coming close to its annual average since 2015, of 
about 1,000 such deaths per year.  
 However, we must remember, these are not 
just numbers, each marks the life of a person 
and each person leaves family and friends to 
mourn their loss.

Word of Comfort and Caring
 “You are not in this alone. We are here. We 
are here for you,” said Carr during a recent 
interview as she sought to console others who 
share this experience.She, like other mothers 
who reach out offering support, stressed, “I 
reach out to you. I embrace you. I empower you. 
I hold you in my heart because I know what it is 
you’re going through.”
 Black mothers like Carr; like Dominik 
Archibald whose son, Nathaniel Pickett, was 
murdered by a San Bernardino County sheriff 
deputy in 2015 who was never charged; and 
the hundreds of other broken-hearted mothers 
who take this journey each year, should be 
remembered for their loss and honored for 
their courage, perseverance, and commitment 
to working for change, so no other mother will 
know their pain.
 This Mother’s Day week I encourage 
everyone to support the efforts of mothers (and 
families) fighting for justice in memory of their 
loved ones. To support the work of Gwen Carr 

visit the  Garner Way Foundation; to support  
the justice work of the Floyd family visit George 
Floyd Foundation and visit the Nathaniel H. 
Pickett II Foundation to learn more about the 
justice efforts being pursued in his memory.
 Of course, this is just my opinion. I’m keeping 
it real.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 
YOU!

We Welcome Your Insights 
and Opinions

We encourage you to 
submit your commentaries 
for potential publication to 
myopinion@theievoice.com.
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A Riverside Pastor’s Mission to Heal Those Damaged by 
Domestic Violence

“It brought awareness and I was blown away that senior women were still 
dramatically affected by ex-husbands who abused them twenty, thirty years ago. I 
mean moved to tears. And it really blew me away that these individuals were in my 
congregation and I had no knowledge that they had even been affected by it.”

- Reverend Barry Settle

Rev. Barry Settle (photo courtesy of Facebook)

When Reverend Barry Settle, who leads the Allen Chapel AME Church 
in Riverside, was asked to partner with Alternatives to Domestic 

Violence to create a program to assist young people who are victims, it 
was no surprise. 
 Allen Chapel has continued creating  community, healing the broken, 
and fostering opportunities for growth and improvement since its 
inception in 1875, and the need to heighten focus on the issue of domestic 
violence within the broader Riverside community aligns with this mission. 

The Numbers Highlight the Need
 According to the California Department of Justice (CA DOJ) data, 
domestic violence calls to 911 for the years 2011-2020, the number of calls 
in Riverside County were down in 2020 from 2019 from 7169 to 6,344 
respectively. Taking a longer view however, domestic violence 911 call had 
steadily trended upward for the most part since 2012
 This downward trend, however, was reversed relative to domestic 
violence calls involving firearms and strangulations. In 2019 the number 
of 911 calls for assistance where one  partner attempted to strangle or 
suffocate the other were 244 in contrast to 274 cases reported in 2020. 
To some extent, the CA DOJ data is limited. According to the DOJ Open 
Justice site, some information was not  available for years prior to 2018. 
 Statewide the trend was similar, overall 911 calls were down slightly 
from 2019 to 2020 while the number of calls related to the use of firearms 
and/or strangulation were up. 
 There are also concerns that Covid-19 and the ever changing social and 
economic situation the pandemic brought with it continues to increase 
stressors that will increase the problem. During lockdowns, victims and 
their abusers were forced into more frequent contact with one another, 
perhaps making it more difficult to report crimes or call for help.

In the Spirit of Service
 Speaking about his non-profit and how his ministry began to focus 
on the serious issue of domestic violence Settle shared, “The name of 
[the non-profit] is, In the Breech, and the mission is primarily focused 
on providing individuals, whether male or female, pathways to success in 
life. Helping them navigate through life, connecting their passions, gifts 
and talents to their purpose.” 
 In the Breech does this by providing training, encouragement, and 
guidance to those they assist. The primary focus of the non-profit is to 
help youth and young adults.

A New Focus
 Reverend Settle began his focus on the problem of domestic violence 
when he was invited by Florence White, Chief Executive Officer of 
Alternatives to Domestic Violence   to sit in on a panel discussion with 
men who were victims and as he noted, “Possibly instigators of domestic 
violence.”  He also attended a conference on domestic violence, intimate 
partner violence (IPV) and the church in San Diego with a colleague. 

 According to Settle, both experiences made an impact on him, however 
it was through his association with Florence White, that his mission 
began to grow. Settle was asked to assist with a new program specifically 
designed to help young victims and survivors of domestic violence, IPV, 
sexual assault and date rape, deal with the trauma. It is called the Chrysalis 
Program. It offers information, assistance, resources and help to those 
who need it.
 Reverend Settle assists with outreach. A role he is uniquely qualified 
for, through the church’s connection with other congregations not just in 
the Inland Empire but “... throughout Southern California…”  Through 
his ministry and community connections, he hopes to identify those who 
are suffering with issues of domestic violence and provide them with 
assistance.
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 In addition to his work with Chrysalis, the Reverend teaches for the 
Board of Examiners (Board) in the Southern California Conference of the 
AME Church. The Board is responsible for the training and education of 
those called to the ministry. 
 Through his association with the Board, Reverend Settle has made 
identifying those who are victims and survivors of domestic abuse a 
priority in the ministry by teaching a workshop on domestic violence 
and the church, to student ministers. He also teams with Riverside law 
enforcement to refer cases involving victims of domestic violence or sex 
trafficking to his organization for assistance in overcoming the trauma 
inflicted by those experiences.

A Path Revealed
 The path Reverend Settle is on regarding domestic violence revealed 
itself over time. “You know this isn’t  something that I went after. I guess 
I kinda stumbled  into this, actually like I said, through Florence White. 
What happened was during domestic violence month, I think it was in 
2019, 2018,  we had domestic violence awareness day. We held various 
workshops throughout the church that morning and I was very much 
moved at the number of women in my church who have been victims of 
domestic violence. It kinda brought [me an] awareness.”
 He continued, “I was just blown away that senior women were still 
dramatically affected by ex-husbands who abused them twenty, thirty 
years ago. I mean moved to tears. And it really blew me away that these 
individuals were in my congregation and I had no knowledge that they 
had even been affected by it.”
 According to Settle, this moved him to do more research and reading 
on the subject. “I thought that this would be a good thing to teach to 
the student ministers. I never learned it in seminary or in my Board of 
Examiners, but it’s part of my curriculum now.”

Making it Known
 Reverend Settle strives to teach and preach  against the negative 
behaviors which lead to domestic violence. He explained he preaches it 
whenever something occurs in scripture that has to do with sexual assault 
or control of women. He encourages student ministers to mention it in 
their sermonic presentation or in their teaching. “You don’t have to do a 
whole sermon on it,” he  noted, “but just to let the congregation know this 
isn’t right and kind of bring awareness from that perspective.”
 The Reverend recalled a time when a young person, a teenager 
attending his workshop, came to him afterwards to seek help for a relative, 
an aunt who she believed was being domestically abused. 
 “So, we had interactions with her, provided her with resources that 
she gave to her aunt and told her she can have her aunt contact us.” 
According to Settle, to his knowledge the aunt never followed through, but 
he believes just making teens, society in general, aware that it is wrong is 
important. 
Settle is also the father of a daughter and he wants it to be known how 
he feels about the treatment of women.  He describes his method as a 
meshing of both secular and theological approaches to domestic violence.  
He accomplishes this by pointing out in scripture where women are being 
controlled or abused and he makes the congregation aware of where 
he stands on the issue, perhaps making them less afraid to share their 
personal pain and problems stemming from domestic violence with him.
The Allen Chapel Legacy
 Allen Chapel  is one of the oldest  predominantly Black churches in 
Riverside, California. It began in the home of Mrs Dobbs and opened 
its doors in November, 1875.  With an eye toward, “racial equality, 
compassion and forgiveness,” the parishioners helped Black people newly 
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arrived in the county of Riverside, California establish themselves and 
build a new society. 
 Through that work the church prospered. The congregation is AME or 
African Methodist Episcopal--the term African refers to the descent of its 
founders. The church itself is welcoming to everyone in the community. 
Allen Chapel carries the name of the original founder of the AME Church, 
Richard Allen, who established the first independent Black congregation 
in the United States in Philadelphia in 1816. Allen, who helped care for 
the victims of a plague of yellow fever in Philadelphia in 1793, could 
not know the echoes of healing and of service set by his acts would be 
followed by Reverend Settle and his church during the current time of 
plague.
 Reverend Settle, in the best traditions of the AME Church, community 
building, education and assistance to those in need, has helped improve 
the lives of those he has been called to minister to as well as society in 
general. In that way he carries on the idea of service and uplift begun 
with Richard Allen and for that we should all be grateful.
 Visit AllenChapelRiverside.com to learn more about the Allen Chapel 
in Riversider and/or to reach out to Pastor Settle.  

The Black Voice News Domestic Violence Series is supported by California Black 
Media’s Domestic Violence Journalism and Awareness Project and the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Foundation of California.

Phyllis Kimber Wilcox is a reporter for Black Voice News. Her interests are the 
intersections of historic events with contemporary realities and their impacts on the 
persistent social, structural and economic barriers which continue to adversely affect 
and limit Black lives with an eye toward  community-based  solutions.

copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202110244
p.  8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
BAK’A KAYKA CAKE SHOP
25333 Ceremony Ave
Moreno Valley, CA 92551
RIVERSIDE COUNTY
Michaela Maye Ward
25333 Ceremony Ave
Moreno Valley, CA 92551
This business is conducted by: Individual
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name(s) listed 
above on 01/01/2021
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code, that the registrant 
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1000)
s. Michaela Maye Ward
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common law 
(sec. 1440 et. seq. b &p code)
Statement was filed with the County of 
Riverside on 07/07/2021
I hereby certify that this copy is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202109330
p.  8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
CMIARREDONO LEAD RENOVATOR
10741 Mendoza Rd
Moreno Valley, CA 92557
RIVRSIDE COUNTY
Osvaldo – Arredondo-Ruiz
10741 Mendoza Rd
Moreno Valley, CA 92557
This business is conducted by: Individual
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name(s) listed 
above
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code, that the registrant 
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1000)
s. Osvaldo Arredondo-Ruiz
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 

business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common law 
(sec. 1440 et. seq. b &p code)
Statement was filed with the County of 
Riverside on 07/22/2021
I hereby certify that this copy is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202110197
p.  8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
MAGIC BROW
30688 Benton St B100
Winchester, CA 92596
RIVERSISDE COUNTY
Nazarzai Family Corp
30688 Benton St B100
Winchester, CA 92596
CA
This business is conducted by: Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code, that the registrant 
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1000)
s. Wadan – Nazarzai, President
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common law 
(sec. 1440 et. seq. b &p code)
Statement was filed with the County of 
Riverside on 07/19/2021
I hereby certify that this copy is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202109900
p.  8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
WINDING ROAD MOBILE NOTARY AND 
LIVESCAN
36460 Agave Rd
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532
RIVERSIDE COUNTY
Deborah “M” Hill
36460 Agave Rd
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532
This business is conducted by: Individual
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 

pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code, that the registrant 
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1000)
s. Deborah “M” Hill
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common law 
(sec. 1440 et. seq. b &p code)
Statement was filed with the County of 
Riverside on 08/03/2021
I hereby certify that this copy is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202110759
p.   8/12, 8/19, 8/26, 9/2/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
BULLYZ SMOKE SHOP
BULLYZ GIFT SHOP
2308 University Ave, Suite 104
Riverside, CA 90257
RIVERSIDE COUNTY
Aymen Yousef Abraham
1201 Blaine St, Apt #26
Riverside, CA 92507
Mohammad Nasser Ibrahim
1201 Blaine St, Apt #26
Riverside, CA 92507
This business is conducted by: General 
Partnership
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above 
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code, that the registrant 
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1000)
s. Aymen Yousef Abraham- General Partner
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common law 
(sec. 1440 et. seq. b &p code)
Statement was filed with the County of 
Riverside on 08/04/2021
I hereby certify that this copy is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file in my 
office.
NOTICE- In accordance with subdivision (a) 
of section 17920, a fictitious business name 
statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, except, as 
provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., business 
and professions code). I hereby certify that 
this copy is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my 
office.
Peter Aldana, County Clerk,
FILE NO. R-202110860
p.   8/12, 8/19, 8/26, 9/2/2021
_______________________________
The following persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
ACCESS SECOND CHANCE
832 D Street #207
Perris, CA 92570

publicnotices

of itself,” Rochelle said. 
“And when we’re put 
together and we come 
together, look how 
much more beautiful 
we are and so we hope 
that be the takeaway 
from individuals who 
engage in the mural, 
that they see just how 
amazing and beautiful 
Black is.”
 The mural can be 
viewed on the corner of 
Market Street and 9th 
Street in Downtown 
Riverside.

Breanna Reeves is a reporter in Riverside and uses data-driven reporting to cover 
issues that affect the lives of Black Californians. Breanna joins Black Voice News as 
a Report for America Corps member. Previously, Breanna reported on activism and 
social inequality in San Francisco and Los Angeles, her hometown. Breanna graduated 
from San Francisco State University with a bachelor’s degree in Print & Online 
Journalism. She received her master’s degree in Politics and Communication from 
the London School of Economics. Contact Breanna with tips, comments or concerns at 
breanna@voicemediaventures.com or via twitter @_breereeves.

Artists who contributed to the mosaic mural pose together on stage 
before unveiling the RISE! Mural. (Photo by Michael J. Elderman)
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Between 2019 and 2020 nearly 30,000 domestic 
violence related calls streamed into 911 operators 

from residents in Riverside and San Bernardino 
Counties.
 Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) has been 
described as sexual, physical, or psychological abuse 
perpetrated against one partner by another involved 
in an intimate relationship. These abusive behaviors 
may include stalking, threatening, hitting, destroying 
someone else's personal property, or threatening to 
do harm to others.
 The words domestic abuse or domestic violence 
often bring to mind what most would think of as 
traditional instances of abuse or intimate partner 
violence (IPV).  In these cases, the kinds most 
individuals are familiar with, men are the sole 
perpetrators of violence against their partners or 
family members. 
 These tragedies, while horrific, look like what 
most dread and expect including—terribly bruised, 
battered, physically damaged (and in the most severe 
cases), murdered women and/or children. These 
horrible outcomes are far too often the experience of 
people around the world with survivors left to make 
sense of their experiences while attempting to rebuild 
their lives.

What Traditional DV Looks Like
 Traditional domestic violence cases look like 
Shannon's story. Stabbed multiple times by a man 
who said he would, "always love her.” Shannon 
survived by packing her stab wounds with sugar and 
waiting for a time when she felt safe to flee. Although 
she was offered help, she  thought, “[They could] 
work it out.” Shannon's background was full of abuse 
and violence, she had not known anything else her 
entire life and she feels lucky she lived to tell her 
story--the price she paid is the scars.  She wears the 
scars of that abuse on her body and in her psyche to 
this day.
 It also looks like Angela's story.  Angela told her 
story to Amnesty International. 
 Angela thought she was involved with, "[A] good 
person." He was someone she had known for twenty 
years; however after the death of his mother, her 
partner’s behavior changed.
 He bought a shotgun and a machete and became 
more combative. After a while, the physical abuse 
began. Although they broke up, Angela believed it 
would get better. “[They] were working it out…" 
That was until the moment he shot her after a 
disagreement while she sat in the bathtub. The shot 
left  her paralyzed.

The Multifaceted Nature of Domestic Abuse
Phyllis Kimber Wilcox | Contributor

 Angela survived and now speaks publicly about 
the issues that changed her life so dramatically 
including domestic violence and mental health.
 While experiences like Angela's may be the most 
common, new research is beginning to paint a more 
complex picture of this serious issue.

A Survivor’s Story
Longtime Inland Empire resident Deborah, 
(pseudonym) recently opened up to Black Voice 
News  not only about how domestic violence changed 
her life but also about how, through her healing 
process, she was able to help change the way victims 
of domestic violence are treated in the most tragic of 
circumstances. 
 Deborah began by explaining how many women 
are initially surprised by their partners' abusive 
behaviors. "It's pretty typical and I only say this 
from my own kind of research and going through my 
experience--it's not at all atypical."  
 Deborah went on to explain how initially an 
abuser can appear to be charming, to be a nice 
person, to have their act together. “They seem very 
interested in you, what you are doing, and how you're 
doing it. You know, very supportive---so you enter 
into the relationship. What you think is a very open 

relationship. There don't appear to be any hidden 
agendas or not any you can foresee immediately. And 
then, things start to turn."
 Deborah spoke about how initially the warning 
signs are subtle. In other words, you might recognize 
them and not acknowledge them. "By that time 
you're emotionally invested. You don't want to see 
what your eyes are telling you, you're in some form of 
mild denial.” 
 According to Deborah, “When things become 
more obvious there are three options." She describes 
that process as thinking you can fix or cure it, or go 
into fight or flight or freeze mode. If you fight she 
explained,  "You find yourself defeated physically, if 
you freeze you try to appease your abuser until they 
inevitably abuse you again, or you flee and ‘get the 
hell out of there.’" Though she acknowledged this can 
often put  you in greater danger. “[This] is why a lot 
of women don't leave." 
 She calls this the cycle of abuse. Deborah tried to 
fix her relationship, then drifted into appeasement. 
Finally, when she decided to leave she had to prepare 
to leave quietly. Deborah was lucky. She had money, 
a supportive family, and some place to go. These are 
things a lot of women do not have. 

(showcased.freeservers.com)
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 Deborah was able to extricate herself from her 
dangerous situation with the help of the courts, the 
police, a support group and her family. Part of her 
healing process was to go into the prisons and speak 
with women who were jailed for killing or assaulting 
their abusers. 
 At the time, in the late 1980's early 1990's,  the 
courts did not allow domestic violence as a mitigating 
factor when considering sentencing in cases where a 
victim kills or physically harms their abuser. Deborah 
was a part of helping to change the law. She's modest 
about her role. 
 “I just jumped on the bandwagon. When I 
was going through my experience I was very, very 
fortunate and ended up in a support group with a 
woman who was very proactive in the area, actually 
doing counseling and providing legal services to 
women who were incarcerated. Through her, I was 
able to dovetail into what they were doing." 
 Through the work of these women and others, 
the laws were changed. It is easier to get restraining 
orders now and domestic violence can be considered 
in the instances where a victim harms or kills their 
abuser.

Sometimes, It is Not Just a One-Way Street
 It is often thought domestic abuse and violence is 
a one-way street, now studies are providing clues this 
is not always the case. New research indicates some 
people involved in  domestic abuse and/or intimate 
partner violence (IPV) can be both victims, as well as 
perpetrators of abuse.

U.S. Men: Lifetime Prevalence of 
Contact Sexual Violence, Physical Violence 
and/or Stalking Vicitimization by an Intimate 
Partner  
 The CDC's National Violence Against Women 
survey found that 835,000 men are the victims of 
domestic violence every year. Men who experience 
IPV tend to under report their abuse. This is partly 
because they also have special concerns when it 
comes to contacting authorities. Men especially fear 
they will be identified as the perpetrator of abuse or 
fear being punished for defending themselves against 
an intimate partner who initiates the violence.
 Readers may be surprised to learn the National 
Institute of Justice (NIJ) reports, “In relationships 
with abuse, a majority of the abuse was reported 
as mutual, referred to as bidirectional relationship 
abuse.” The agency further advises,  “The rates were 
also relatively high.”
 These findings, NIJ advises, highlights the need 
to better understand both relationship context and 
culture aspects undergirding bidirectional IPV in 
addition to exploring aspects related to prevention 

and intervention for both men and women. 
 According to data tracked by Social Solutions, 
a nonprofit consortium of social workers who use 
technology to drive social change more than 28 
percent of men in the U.S. report having experienced 
rape, physical violence and/or stalking by an intimate 
partner in their lifetime. In addition, fully 15 percent 
of domestic violence victims in California are male. 
Something to keep in mind in this regard is that male 
victims of IPV often do not report such incidents 
because of the “perceived” advantage women have 
when it comes to using the system to punish or 
manipulate them.

Domestic Violence is not Just IPV
 Domestic abuse is not just violence perpetrated 
between people who are sexually intimate but may 
occur between family members such as grown 
children against elder members of a family, or a 
dependent adult. This violence is described as elder 
and dependent adult abuse.
 In cases of domestic abuse involving elders or 
dependent adults, warning signs according to the 
National Institute on Aging (2020), may include no 
longer participating in activities they once enjoyed, 
looking unkempt and dirty, appearing tired or 
complaining about lack of sleep, and/or withdrawing 
into themselves. Additional signs of concern may be 
physical such as unexplained sores, marks, bruises, 
or cuts. Other signs could include not having access 
to needed medical equipment such as walkers, canes, 
glasses etc.
 Consider the 2018 case of a sixty-five-year-old 
woman in the inland region of Southern California 
when  Rancho Cucamonga police answered a call for 
a welfare check. 
 When officers arrived at the residence, they found 
the woman strapped to a chair with a limited ability 
to speak. They learned she had not been moved in 
five days. Her caretaker, Brandon Carl, did not see to 
her needs.
 The house was dirty and described as "not 
suitable,” by police. The woman could not stand on 
her own. She was taken to the hospital, while her 
caretaker and his friend, Sebastian Trujillo, who also 
lived in the home, were arrested.
 The tendency to look at domestic abuse as an issue 
of gender as well as one where there are only singular 
victims, as well as a singular perpetrator, keeps the 
focus off providing the kinds of interventions which 
may be most effective in combating the issues at the 
heart of domestic abuse.

What are the Warning Signs?
 There are warning signs of domestic abuse and 
usually more than one sign of abusive behavior 

may present themselves at the same time. In the 
case of IPV, these signs may not be present at the 
very beginning of the relationship and may become 
apparent over time.
 This can include hypercritical behavior such as 
telling a partner or making them feel everything they 
do is inadequate and/or controlling behaviors such 
as keeping a partner away from others, especially 
important people in their lives like family members, 
friends, or peers.  
 Controlling behaviors are also common 
especially around financial issues and controlling 
physical movement. Jealousy behaviors can also be 
an indicator of domestic abuse as is pressuring or 
intimidating a partner into behaviors which normally 
they would not agree to such as sexual behaviors. The 
use of drugs or alcohol can also be signs of IPV.
 Domestic violence is not just one form of violence, 
it is not limited by age or gender or sexual orientation 
or length of relationship. It is the violence perpetrated 
against those who are closest to the perpetrator. It 
is violence that can happen to anyone—men and 
women, children and youth, middle-aged and the 
elderly. It happens in long-term relationships or in 
date rape cases.
 To stop domestic violence, we have to recognize it 
when we see it, and do what we can to provide safety, 
resources and information for those who need it.
Working to End Domestic Violence 
 The California Partnership to End Domestic 
violence is a coalition of more than a thousand 
advocates, organizations and groups across the state. 
For nearly 49 years the organization has worked 
in the areas of public policy, communications and 
capacity-building on cosmetic violence prevention 
and intervention strategies to advance social change. 
According to its website, the partnership believes by 
sharing expertise, advocates and policy-makers can 
end domestic violence. 
 Visit www.domesticshelters.org/help/ca/
riverside for Domestic Violence Assistance in 
Riverside County or this www.domesticshelters.
org/help/ca/san-bernardino for assistance in San 
Bernardino County. In case of emergency dial 911.  

The Black Voice News Domestic Violence Series is 
supported by California Black Media’s Domestic Violence 
Journalism and Awareness Project and the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Foundation of California.

Phyllis Kimber Wilcox is a reporter for Black Voice News. 
Her interests are the intersections of historic events with 
contemporary realities and their impacts on the persistent 
social, structural and economic barriers which continue to 
adversely affect and limit Black lives with an eye toward  
community-based  solutions.
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individuals who are prohibited from owning firearms due to a domestic 
violence restraining order, relinquish their weapons and strengthen 
coordination between courts and law enforcement when there has been a 
violation of a relinquishment order. 

• AB 1057 empowers law enforcement to seize ghost guns under gun 
violence restraining orders and domestic violence restraining orders, 
which expands a valuable tool designed to protect survivors. 

• AB 1191 requires the Department of Justice to analyze crime gun data to 
trace the history of firearms used in crime and identify trends, providing 
important insight on how these guns are trafficked. 

• SB 264 prohibits the sale of guns or ammunition at the Orange County 
Fair and Event Center. Gun violence prevention experts warn that gun 
shows can create a venue to circumvent gun safety laws.

I N  T H E  N E W S

continued on page 13

Drew Naté | Staff

Governor Gavin Newsom has signed legislation to enhance protections 
for survivors of domestic violence and bolster the enforcement of 

California’s nation-leading gun safety laws. 
 The measures signed by the governor on October 8, strengthens gun 
violence restraining orders and enables the analysis of crime gun data 
to track trends impacting communities across the state, among other 
domestic violence related changes.
 “California has the strongest gun safety laws in the nation, but we’re 
reminded every day that we can’t afford to be complacent in the fight 
against the gun violence epidemic in this country – we can and must do 
more,” said Newsom in a press release. 
 The action strengthens enforcement of the state’s common-sense gun 
safety laws, he advised. “[H]elping ensure that dangerous individuals 
who are prohibited from possessing firearms surrender their weapons 
and advancing other lifesaving polices to make our communities safer.” 

What’s changing
• SB 320 requires the implementation of uniform procedures to ensure 

New Legislation Enhances Protections for CA’s Domestic 
Violence Survivors

(source: shutterstock.com)
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continued on page 17

New Legislation, continued from page 7

initiatives designed to break the cycle of violence 
in disproportionately impacted communities. 

The budget also invests $11 million to facilitate 
outreach, education and training efforts related 
to gun violence restraining orders and $10.3 
million for local law enforcement agencies to 
support the seizure of firearms from individuals 
prohibited from possessing them.
 
COVID-19 Initiatives for Survivors
 Governor Newsom has also launched 
different initiatives to support survivors 
of domestic violence during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 They include support for local service 
providers, a partnership with the Women’s 
Foundation of California to raise private funds 
that support domestic violence organizations 
and private sector partnerships to provide free 
accommodation and transportation to survivors 
fleeing violence. 
 California has also launched “text-to-911” 
capability throughout the state and the 2021 
state budget includes $15 million in funding 
for Cal OES to administer grants that support 
domestic and sexual violence prevention efforts.

Drew Nate, a resident of Corona, California, reports for Black 
Voice News and the IE Voice where he focuses on stories within the 
Inland Empire and throughout California. An advocate for equity 
and social justice, he emphasizes civil rights for African Americans. 
Drew previously served as a staff reporter for The Criterion, a 
student-run newspaper publication at La Sierra University where 
he received his bachelor’s degree in Communications. Drew’s 
areas of interest include international climate change, fashion, 
and criminal justice reform. Contact Drew with tips, comments, 
and/or concerns at drew@blackvoicenews.com.

• AB 887 enables domestic violence survivors to 
file restraining orders and temporary restraining 
orders electronically.

• SB 538 requires courts to enable electronic 
filing and remote appearances for domestic 
violence restraining orders and gun violence 
restraining orders. 

• AB 277 signed by the governor previously, 
requires the application and related notices for 
the Safe at Home program to be available in at 
least five languages. 

• AB 673 supports domestic violence shelter 
service providers by ensuring the timely 
distribution of grant funding administered by 
the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal 
OES). 
 
Background and Budget
 The state of California introduced statewide 
gun safety protections, approved by voters in 
Proposition 63, to ban possession of large-
capacity ammunition magazines and require 
background checks to keep ammunition out of 
the hands of dangerous people. 
 Since taking office, Governor Newsom has 
signed multiple bills aimed at reducing gun 
violence, strengthening gun violence restraining 
orders, regulating the sale of firearms and 
ammunition, and accelerating the regulation of 
ghost guns. 
 Included in the state budget is a $200 million 
investment in the CalVIP program to support 

On October 8, CA Governor Gavin Newsom signed legislation designed to 
strengthen protections for survivors of domestic violence. (source: ca.gov). 

SB 264 prohibits the sale of guns or ammunition at the Orange County 
Fair and Event Center. (source: stock photo)

The Interview, continued from page 12
 Behind the call, the county where you live 
would be listening and determining whether 
you need dispatch. We believe, actually, a good 
percentage of callers will be served via just a 
phone call. But for those that need a response 
on the ground, there would be a warm handoff 
to county services.
 People who have law enforcement showing 
up today would instead get a mobile crisis team 
showing up to support them in that moment of 
crisis. Then they’d be handed off to stabilization 
services and long-term care for their mental 
health needs.

Q: What happens after emergency 
personnel respond to a 988 call? Would 
the patient be routed into a system that 
looks different from the one we have 
now, where people are so often taken to 
an emergency room or jail?
 The goal is yes. They wouldn’t go to jail, 
because law enforcement isn’t the responder. 
So our jails would not continue to be our largest 
mental health care providers, but we would be 
building up a network of services.
 Some people do need inpatient care that 
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Katie Licarie | Black Voice News

For Sgt. Celeste Neiman, “The response starts 
with an often-frantic call to dispatch with a 

victim crying, asking for help.” 
 Frequently, the aggressor has hit, strangled, 
or held the victim against their will. Neiman, who 
has been with the Riverside Police Department 
for 29 years, became the domestic violence unit’s 
sergeant two years ago. 
 Because “they can be deadly for officers and 
the victim,” explained Neiman, DV (domestic 
violence)  calls can be the most difficult to 
handle.  
 COVID-19 stay-at-home measures, crucial 
to curtail the spread of the virus, led to a global 
spike in domestic violence reports. The impact 
was felt locally, too. Last year, nearly 15,000 
women in Riverside and San Bernardino 
counties reported domestic violence to area 
police and sheriff’s departments.
 Neiman said the lockdown changed her job 
-- and the jobs of her fellow officers in the DV 
unit -- in two ways.
 “The pandemic forced victims into ‘survival 
mode’ by creating home environments where 
they were isolated from family and friends, 
and around their abusers more frequently,” 
explained Neiman. “We also saw an increase in 
the level of violence that law enforcement was 
called out to.”
 
Strangulations and Suffocations
 Domestic violence-related calls increased 
across the inland region last year, according to 
data from the California Department of Justice, 
more so in some areas than others. 
 Calls increased 8.7% in San Bernardino 
County and although there was an overall 
decrease in domestic violence calls in Riverside 
County, certain cities, including Calimesa and 
Indian Wells saw double-digit increases in calls.
 Strangulation/suffocation calls increased 
in both counties. This is a particularly lethal 
form of domestic violence as strangulation/
suffocation victims are seven times more likely 
to later be murdered by their abuser. 

An undercount of victims

Domestic Violence: A Frantic Call

 The state’s data of domestic violence 
victims is likely an undercount compared 
to estimates from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
 According to the CDC, one in four 
women and one in 10 men experience 
severe intimate partner violence within 
their lifetimes. Based on recent census 
demographic data, this could mean the 
total number of DV victims in the cities of 
Riverside and San Bernardino might be as 
high as 70,000 women and 30,000 men 
compared to the 7,189 domestic violence 
calls police responded to in the cities last 
year. 

Seeking shelter from the storm
 Some DV victims and survivors seek out 
local shelters like San Bernardino’s Option 
House. 
 Anie, a domestic violence survivor, left a 
“bad” relationship in Hemet with her 6-year-old 
daughter about five years ago. 
 Anie now works at Option House as a child 

care advocate. “Helping [women] get up on 
their feet and get out of situations and have a 
better life” for themselves and their children '' is 
important to Anie, she said.
 Option House is unique in that it is one of 
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Why I’m Angry, continued from page 17Domestic Violence, continued from page 12

the only coed shelters in the U.S, which means it 
provides services for men, women, and LGBTQ+ 
individuals fleeing domestic violence. 
 
A cultural divide
 For cultural reasons, men, and LGBTQ+ 
victims of domestic violence are less likely to 
report and seek services. 
 Denise Hines, who studies domestic violence 
among men and in the LGBTQ+ community, 
said these groups -- particularly male victims 
-- are overlooked because society first became 
aware of intimate partner violence (IPV) as a 
crime men committed against women.
 “We really need a broader, more inclusive 
understanding that includes men as victims of 
women, and that also includes people who are 
involved in LGBTQ+ relationships, so that we 
can help all people who are victims of domestic 
violence,” said Hines. 
 While the power dynamics at the root 
of abusive relationships are similar across 
heterosexual relationships and LGBTQ+ 
relationships, there are specific ways abuse 
manifests in each community. 
 Hines pointed to an example of an LGBTQ+ 
abuser withholding hormonal medication 
from their transitioning partner. In addition, 
heterosexual males are less likely to die in a 
domestic violence incident, but they do face 
more obstacles accessing resources. 
 “We typically think of men having a lot of 

power because on a societal level; they tend to 
have more power than women. That may or may 
not be reflected within an intimate relationship,” 
said Hines.
 According to Hines, there are only three 
shelters nationwide that accept cisgender 
men. There are also few options for LGBTQ+ 
survivors.
 In the 21 years William Long has been 
involved with Option House, he says there have 
only been two men who have sought services 
there. 
 He urges men, who are reluctant, to seek 
help. 
 Option House is one of a coalition of 
shelters located within the Inland Empire 
that provides services. They assist clients with 
housing, clothing, and legal services like filing a 
restraining order.
 “It takes an average of seven times of [calling 
for help] to leave a relationship,” said Long. 
“Make that move, for your children and for your 
life.” 
 If you or someone you know are experiencing 
domestic violence, local and statewide resources 
can be found by reading this article online at 
TheIEVoice.com

Katie Licarie is a freelance reporter with Black Voice 
News who has written for Cal Matters the LAIST and the 
Daily Pilot where she was a finalist for the LA Press Club 
Award in the New Feature Category.

County would enrich this man shows once again 
how laws, rules, regulations, procedures and 
processes fail to consider the repercussions of 
their choices.
 As Frederico advised me, “The county 
awarded the contract with the vendor based 
on a competitive bid process. The vendor was 
selected based on their ability to perform the 
deliverables needed for the campaign, as well as 
meeting other procurement requirements. The 
work performed during this contract has been 
satisfactory.”
 To that I say even if all the i’s are dotted and 
t’s crossed, so to speak, it still does not make this 
scenario right or should I say righteous.
 When asked specifically about what steps the 
county will take to prevent people like Triminio 
(and his company, Traffik) who expressly oppose 
COVID-19 vaccine mandates from securing any 
future contracts in relation to this important 
issue, the response was boilerplate.
 “The county follows a set procurement 
process with consistent evaluation questions and 
scoring criteria that is based on the business’s 
ability to meet project deliverables,” she stated 
before concluding, “The county is always taking 
feedback on the procurement process.”
 I believe the citizens of this county who 
find fault with awarding quarter million-dollar 
contracts to Trimino and Traffik or similar 
companies who are anti-mandate, vaccine critics, 
to promote vaccines in minority communities 
should take Frederico at her word and demand 
the Board of Supervisors prevent this from 
happening in the future and stop hiding behind 
process and procedure.
 We cannot undo what is already done but 
citizens can demand a more judicious process to 
prevent it from happening again. We know there 
are exceptions to every rule. We see this every 
time a no bid contract is approved. 
 Please speak out on this Traffik/Triminio 
issue by calling the Clerk of the Board at 
951.955.1069 or send an email to cob@rivco.
org.
 Of course, this is just my opinion. I’m keeping 
it real.
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Katie Licari | Black Voice News

Domestic violence was a factor in the 
situations of 9% of homeless people 

interviewed in Riverside County during the 
January 2020 Point-in-Time Count, the national 
survey measuring homelessness in the U.S. 
 The survey’s definition of homelessness is 
broad and not only includes people living on the 
streets, but also, individuals who are without 
permanent housing, such as those living in 
shelters, in motels or in cars.
 State Senator Susan Rubio (D-Baldwin 
Park), a self-described domestic violence 
survivor, is looking to address with her bill SB 
678, the Unaccompanied Women Experiencing 
Homelessness Act of 2021, programs 
“specifically [designed] to help these survivors 
not fall through the cracks,” she said in an 
emailed response.
 “Women who are on their own and unhoused 
face unique challenges. Many of these women 
are suffering homelessness because of domestic 
violence or previous trauma,” said Rubio.
 A report by the Department of Health and 
Human Services in 2016, found 38% of all 
domestic violence victims become homeless at 
some point in their lives.

The Inland Region
 The number of unhoused people in San 
Bernardino and Riverside counties increased as 
much as 20% in some areas between 2019 and 
2020, according to Point-in-Time Count data. 
California overall saw a 28% increase in the 
homeless population.
 In Riverside County, 9% of homeless people 
interviewed in the 2020 count said domestic 
violence was a contributing factor to their 
unhoused status. 
 “Oftentimes, women are [economically] 
dependent on a partner, and so they will remain 
in an abusive housing situation because they 
can’t afford to live on their own,” said Tunisia 
Owens, the policy and advocacy manager at the 
Family Violence Law Center. 

Violence Against Women Act
Because of language in the Violence Against 

Domestic Violence or Homeless...Too Often It’s Not a Choice

Women Act, said Owens, there is a shortage 
in data about homeless people experiencing 
domestic and intimate partner violence. 
 According to the U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development Department, unaccompanied 
women make up nearly 30% of the adult 
homeless population nationwide. These women 
are not eligible for family-oriented services 
living in family shelters. 
 “Domestic and intimate partner violence-
related homelessness looks different,” said 
Owens. “A lot of women’s homelessness is 
invisible because they are living in their cars and 
stretching their money to stay in motels.” 
 HUD’s Point-in-Time Count, the federal 
standard for measuring homelessness in the 
U.S., is most likely an underrepresentation of 
the data, said Owens. She said this stems from 
the different dynamics of women experiencing 
homelessness.

A Lack of Housing and Shelter Options
 In San Bernardino and Riverside counties, 

the unsheltered population increased in 2020 
as much as 24% in some areas. Sgt. Celeste 
Neiman, an officer with the Riverside Police 
Department’s domestic violence unit, said 
the lack of housing and shelter options is just 
one of the ways domestic violence impacts the 
homeless population in the Inland Empire. 
 “For many survivors of abuse, choosing to 
leave means that they have to start from ground 
zero to build up their independence and financial 
stability,” said Neiman.
 In 2020, the most recent year data is available 
from HUD, there were 201 beds set aside for 
domestic violence victims in San Bernardino and 
Riverside counties. The beds in San Bernardino 
County were 94% full. 
 According to Owens, many shelters around 
the state had to decrease their bed availability 
and implement other measures, such as 
quarantining at a motel, to minimize the spread 
of COVID-19. 

A paper lantern lit in memory of a domestic violence victim killed by her abuser as part of a candlelight vigil held on Oct. 8, 2021, at Option House 
in San Bernardino. (Courtesy Jeremiah Hill,  Black Voice News)
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Domestic Violence, continued from page 9

 The HUD Point-in-Time Count recorded 
an increase in unsheltered people nationwide. 
It is important to note last year’s count was 
conducted before the global pandemic took hold 
in March. California had the highest unsheltered 
population at 70%. 
 “[Unsheltered women] are in a dangerous 
position,” said Owens. “There are no doors to 
lock on a tent so someone can come and take 
your belongings or sexually assault you.” 

More Funding Needed 

 Owens says there are some steps that 
counties can take to protect homeless survivors. 
 “Counties need to tap into health budgets and 
resources to really meet families before they hit a 
crisis.” Mental health counseling and substance 
abuse treatment in addition to increasing access 
to affordable housing are interventions counties 
could put in place, she added. 
 “Domestic violence victims who don’t have 
resources are especially vulnerable. They either 
have to stay in an abusive relationship or become 

unhoused. That’s not a choice,” said Rubio. “We 
need to do better.”
 If you or someone you know are experiencing 
domestic violence, local and statewide resources 
can be found here or call the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233).

Katie Licari is a freelance journalist with Black Voice 
News. She has previously reported for CalMatters, the 
San Francisco Chronicle, and the LAIST.  In 2019 she was 
a LA Press Club finalist in the New Feature Category. 
When she isn’t reporting she can be found gardening in 
her community garden plot.

Participants of a candlelight vigil at Option House in San Bernardino gather to honor victims and survivors of domestic violence on Oct. 8, 2021. 
(Courtesy Jeremiah Hill,  Black Voice News)
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