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 Kings County District 
Attorney Keith Fagundes 
faces allegations of sex-
ual harassment against a 
county employee.

The complaint alleges 
that these incidents began 
in 2018 when the male com-
plainant was going through a 

divorce and was staying in an 
apartment next to Fagundes’ 
home while going through a 
divorce. The complaint was 
fi led on July 6.

The complainant report-
edly o� ered to pay rent to 
Fagundes, which he subse-
quently refused.

The complaint claims 

that Fagundes made such 
inappropriate actions as: 
Touching, lewd text mes-
sages, and discussing his 
sex life.

“All of Fagundes’ highly 
improper acts and commu-
nications caused Claimant 
to feel extremely uncom-
fortable, abused and trau-

matized,” the claim reads. 
“As Fagundes continued 
to act improperly (despite 
Claimant’s many requests 
for Fagundes to stop), 
Claimant felt increasingly 
helpless and hopeless.”

As a result of general and 
special damages, the claim 
adds that the complainant 

will have to go on medical 
retirement.

However, Fagundes has 
stated that he wants ev-
erything to come out and 
wants full transparency on 
the matter.

The Hanford Sentinel has 
reached out to Fagundes’ 
attorneys and said that both 

he, and his 
legal repre-
sentative, 
are willing 
to talk to the 
press. An 
i n te r v i e w 
has been set 
up for early 
next week.

Fagundes faces sexual harassment allegations

Fagundes

DONALD A. PROMNITZ
dpromnitz@hanfordsentinel.com 

 Amanda Barbosa saw the fi rst 
signs that something was wrong 
with her husband, Gemini, on 
a Wednesday evening when he 
called her coughing and saying 
he wasn’t feeling well.

A week later, he was diagnosed 
with bronchitis and a spot of 
pneumonia on his lung. He was 
prescribed an antibiotic, but it 
didn’t work.

On Sunday morning, he col-
lapsed. In the afternoon, he was 
intubated, but eventually, Bar-
bosa was assured she could go 
home and rest. The hospital sta�  
told her they were only concerned 
with his kidney. With a newborn 
daughter to consider, Barbosa 
agreed.

“About 10 o’clock at night they 
told me to go home,” Barbosa said. 

“I went home. At 3 in the morn-
ing, they called and said: ‘You 
need to get down here – it’s i� y.’”

He was dead before noon. The 

o�  cial cause of death was listed 
as a heart attack, but on looking 
at her husband’s charts, Barbosa 
found that he’d tested positive for 
cocciodioides, the fungus that 
causes Valley fever. Before that, 
she said she knew nothing about 
what the fungus was or what it 
did. Now, she’s convinced that’s 
what killed him.

Those who fi ght and are af-
fl icted by Valley fever say this is 
often the case – that it takes a 
loved one contracting the illness 
to become aware. Barbosa lost her 
husband in 2006 and in recent 
years, e� orts have been made 
to raise awareness. But a lack of 
local doctors trained in treating 
the illness has resulted in delayed 

diagnoses, sometimes when it’s 
in advanced and life-threatening 
stages, said those who’ve experi-
enced it in their lives and the lives 
of their families.

Out-of-town doctors, 
local sickness 

Cocciodioides (often short-
ened to “cocci”) is found pre-
dominantly in the southwestern 
United States and Mexico, with 
the most prevalent clusters lo-
cated in Arizona and the San 
Joaquin Valley. It tends to thrive 
in drier, dustier climates, with the 
worst outbreaks occurring during 

Flying under the radar
Valley fever diagnoses 
delayed by lack of local 
medical resources

DONALD A. PROMNITZ 

Former Hanford Mayor Sue Sorensen, Hanford Joint Union High School District Trustee Paula Massey and Hanford resident Amanda Barbosa hold 
portraits of the loved ones they lost to Valley fever. Sorensen lost her mother, Patricia Matts in 2004; Massey lost her son, Je� rey Hamilton in 2017; 
and Barbosa lost her husband, Gemini in 2006. Barbosa’s o�  cial cause of death is listed as a heart attack.

CONTRIBUTED 

Amanda Barbosa and her husband, 
Gemini, on their wedding day. 
Gemini Barbosa fell ill in 2006 
with symptoms matching those of 
Valley fever. He was diagnosed with 
bronchitis, but the medication didn’t 
work and he died a few days later. 

About the Series
August is Valley Fever Awareness Month, and the Hanford Sentinel 
is publishing a two-part series on its impact in our region, and the 
lack of local medical resources to help those stricken with the fungal 
infection. Coming next Saturday: Blacks, Filipinos more susceptible 
to Valley fever dissemination. Find the story in your print newspaper, 
and online at hanfordsentinel.com.

NATHAN HOWARD
Associated Press 

 BLY, Ore. (AP) — The nation’s 
largest wildfi re raged through 
southern Oregon on Friday, but 
crews were scaling back some 
night operations as hard work and 
weaker winds helped reduce the 
spread of fl ames even as wildfi res 
continued to threaten homes in 
neighboring California.

The Bootleg Fire, which has 
destroyed an area half the size of 
Rhode Island, was 40% surrounded 
after burning some 70 homes, 
mainly cabins, fi re o�  cials said.

At least 2,000 homes were or-
dered evacuated at some point 
during the fi re, and an additional 
5,000 were threatened.

The fi res were among many 
burning across the U.S. West, 
where extremely dry conditions 
and recent heat waves tied to cli-
mate change have made wildfi res 
harder to fi ght.

In central Montana, fi ve fi re-
fi ghters were injured Thurs-
day when a thunderstorm and 
swirling winds blew a light-
ning-caused wildfi re back on 
them, federal o�  cials said.

All fi ve remained in medical facil-
ities and were still being evaluated 
and treated a day after they were in-
jured, Bureau of Land Management 
spokesperson Mark Jacobsen said. 
He declined to release the extent of 
their injuries or specify where they 
were being treated.

The fi refi ghters had joined other 
crews working on the 375-acre 
(152-hectare) Devil’s Creek fi re 
burning in rough, steep terrain 
northwest of the town of Jor-
dan. The fi refi ghters were build-
ing a defensive fi re line when the 
weather shifted, Jacobsen said.

In Oregon, the upper eastern 
edge of the Bootleg Fire con-
tinued to move toward Summer 
Lake, jumping fi re lines on Thurs-
day and prompting an evacuation 
order for some portions of Lake 
County to be raised to “Go now!” 
fi re o�  cials said.

Winds up to 10 mph (16 kph) 
could drive the fl ames through 
timber but not at the pace seen last 
week, when the wind-driven blaze 
grew exponentially, fi re informa-
tion o�  cer Angela Goldman said.

The fi re, which was ignited by 
lightning, had been expanding by 
up to 4 miles (6 kilometers) a day, 
pushed by strong winds and crit-
ically dry weather.

There was good news on the 
lower portion of the 625-square-
mile (1,619-square-kilometer) 
blaze. Crews had locked in con-
tainment lines and on the lower 
southeastern side, they were able to 
gain a substantial foothold, allow-
ing them to cut back to nighttime 
patrols from what had been a “24-7 
run-and-gun” fi ght, fi re informa-
tion o�  cer Sarah Gracey said.

“For us, that’s a pretty big 
step,” she said. “It’s not that easy 
to work in a pitch-black forest in 
the middle of the night.”

On Friday, authorities said 
they would be keeping an eye on 
changing wind conditions.

“The fi re continues to throw 
challenges at us, and we are going 
to continue to stay vigilant, work 
hard and adapt,” Joe Hessel, inci-
dent commander for the Oregon 

Western wildfires: 
Crews make 
progress on huge 
Oregon blaze

STAFF REPORTS

 Kings County Public Health 
announced Friday an 84% in-
crease of COVID cases from June, 
with a projected 300 new cases 
this week and 700 next week.

Director Ed Hill said the projec-
tions are based on a logarithmic 
scale which assumes conditions 
stay the same. Though cases are 

increasing, Hill said they project 
the case peak in July to be half to 
two-thirds the size of the peak in 
the same month last year.

Events moving back inside to 
avoid the high temperature is a 
driving force behind the increase, 
Hill said. He said the highest risk 
of transmission comes indoors 
and in events where one comes 
into contact with many people.

The biggest tool to prevent an 
ongoing increase of cases, particu-
larly the highly transmissible Delta 

variant, is vaccination, Hill said. The 
Public Health Department has all 

three vaccines available and can be 
contacted to schedule mobile clinics.

Kings County sees 84% increase in COVID cases
700 new cases 
projected next week

Adventist Health 
administered 2,700 
COVID-19 vaccines during 
a mass vaccination event 
at Sierra Pacifi c High 
School in this March 1 
fi le photo.
THE SENTINEL 

Please see WILDFIRES, Page A6

Please see DIAGNOSES, Page A6
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REGIONAL OUTLOOK

ALMANAC
Temperature

Precipitation

RealFeel Temperature® Today
An exclusive index of effective temperature, wind, 
humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipita-
tion, pressure and elevation on the human body.

TEMPERATURE TRENDS

Forecast index based on presence of man-made 
particulates affecting aspects of human health.

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™  
number, the greater the need for eye and skin 
protection.

Air Quality airnow.gov

Skywatch

Shown is the highest value of the day.

UV Index Today

 Rise Set

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 
c-cloudy, sh-showers, i-ice, r-rain, t-thunder-
storms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow

Shown is today’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and 
tonight’s lows.

San Francisco

Santa Rosa

Merced

Mariposa

Hanford

Salinas

Modesto

San Luis
Obispo

Santa Barbara

Los Angeles

Delano

Bakersfield

Hawthorne

Fallon

Sacramento

Eureka

Lovelock

Reno

Red Bluff

Tahoe City

Fresno

Quincy City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

8 a.m. noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

Rivers and Lakes
 as of 7 a.m. Stage 24-hr
 yesterday  (feet) Chng

Pine Flat Reservoir
 Storage Inflow Outflow Elevation 24-hr
 acre-ft cfs cfs (feet) Chng

WNW 4-8 mph

102°

TODAY

Partly sunny and 
hot

NW 4-8 mph

68°

TONIGHT

Mostly clear

WNW 3-6 mph

68°100°

SUNDAY

Warm with clouds 
and sun

SW 3-6 mph

95° 71°

MONDAY

Partly sunny

NW 4-8 mph

100° 71°

TUESDAY

Sunny and warm

NW 3-6 mph

103° 72°

WEDNESDAY

Sunny and hot

Anaheim 83/65/pc 80/64/pc
Bakersfield 103/76/pc 100/76/pc
Berkeley 71/57/pc 71/58/pc
Chico 102/73/s 101/69/pc
Death Valley 118/98/pc 113/91/pc
Fairfield 93/57/s 88/58/pc
Folsom 102/65/s 97/63/pc
Fort Bragg 63/53/s 65/54/pc
Fresno 103/74/pc 102/71/pc
Lodi 96/60/s 92/58/pc
Mammoth Lakes 82/53/pc 83/51/pc
Monterey 68/57/pc 68/57/pc
Morro Bay 68/57/pc 65/59/pc
Napa 84/55/pc 79/56/pc
Oakland 71/56/pc 71/57/pc
Palm Springs 107/80/pc 98/75/pc
Paso Robles 91/55/pc 88/55/pc
San Diego 76/68/pc 74/69/pc
San Luis Obispo 76/56/pc 75/57/pc
Santa Cruz 70/54/pc 68/56/pc
Santa Rosa 81/51/s 78/52/pc
Stockton 98/62/s 95/60/pc
Tahoe Valley 88/49/pc 87/51/pc
Truckee 92/47/pc 91/49/pc
Ukiah 106/59/s 103/60/pc
Vacaville 99/61/s 95/60/pc
Visalia 100/66/pc 99/67/pc
Woodland 101/62/s 99/62/pc

 Today Sunday

Statistics through 3 p.m. yesterday

24 hrs through 3 p.m. yest. 0.00”
Month to date (normal) 0.00” (0.01”)
Year to date (normal) 3.62” (5.92”)
Record for this date 0.00” (2020)

Degree days are an indicator of energy needs. 
The more the total degree days, the more 
energy is necessary to cool.

Yesterday 17
Month to date (normal) 471 (388)
Since January 1 (normal) 1183 (966)

High/low 100°/63°
Normal high/low 99°/67°
Record high 112° (1936)
Record low  55° (2008)

76° 100° 103° 91°

Cooling Degree Days

S S M T W T F S S M T W T F

Last 
Quarter

July 31

First 
Quarter

Aug 15

New 
Moon

Aug 8

Full 
Moon

Aug 22

Sun 5:59 a.m. 8:11 p.m.
Moon 9:12 p.m. 6:22 a.m.

©2021; forecasts and graphics
provided by

REGIONAL OUTLOOK: 
Partly sunny and hot to-
day; caution advised if out-
side for extended periods of 
time. Winds north-northwest 
4-8 mph. Expect 8-12 hours of 
sunshine with average relative 
humidity 25% and good drying 
conditions. Mostly clear tonight.

71/56

81/51

103/67

97/71

102/68

71/57

98/66

76/56

70/58

83/66

105/70

103/76

101/70

103/69

96/60

61/55

104/67

100/68

108/70

87/47

103/74

100/57

Kings River
at Crescent Weir N.A. N.A.
at Meadowbrook 1.58 -0.02
North Fork of Kings River
at Cliff Camp 3.21 none
at Dinkey Creek 1.23 +0.04
Los Gatos Creek
near Coalinga 3.06 none

232,178 373 1,435 771.81 -0.79

Pollen
Grasses Low
Trees Low
Weeds Low
Mold Low
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — California reg-
ulators are planning to 
stop thousands of farm-
ers from taking water out 
of the state’s major rivers 
and streams because of a 
worsening drought.

The Sacramento Bee 
reported that the State 
Water Resources Con-
trol Board will vote on the 
“emergency curtailment” 
order Aug. 3. If approved, 

it would take effect about 
two weeks later. There 
would be exceptions 
for drinking water and 
other needs.

The order shows the ef-
fect the drought is having 
on California’s water sup-
ply, said Eileen Sobeck, the 
board’s executive director. 
Sobeck told the newspa-
per that there “is just not 
enough to meet all of the 
legitimate demands.”

“We don’t take this ac-

tion lightly; we know that 
it’s going to impose hard-
ships on folks,” she said.

The western United 
States is in the midst 
of an historic drought 
that is emptying reser-
voirs and contributing to 
massive wildfires.

Extreme conditions 
like these are often from 
a combination of unusual 
random, short-term and 
natural weather patterns 
heightened by long-term, 

human-caused climate 
change. Scientists have 
long warned that the 
weather will get wilder 
as the world warms. Cli-
mate change has made the 
West much warmer and 
drier in the past 30 years. 
Special calculations are 
needed to determine how 
much global warming is to 
blame, if at all, for a single 
extreme weather event.

During the previous 
drought in the mid 2010s, 

state officials imposed 
restrictions on farmers, 
but stopped short of is-
suing a blanket order 
like this.

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has asked ev-
eryone to voluntarily cut 
their water use by 15%. He 
has issued an emergency 
drought proclamation that 
covers 50 of the state’s 58 
counties, or about 42% 
of the state’s popula-
tion. California’s popula-

tion centers — including 
Los Angeles, San Diego 
and San Francisco — are 
not included.

Farmers’ water alloca-
tions this year have already 
been dramatically reduced. 
This new order will fur-
ther weaken their ability 
to produce this year, said 
Karen Ross, secretary of 
of the state Department of 
Food and Agriculture. But 
she said the move is “ab-
solutely necessary.”

State could cut o� water from thousands of farmers 

RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
Calif. (AP) — The co-
founder and “‘apostle” of a 
Southern California church 
was arrested on suspicion of 
sexually abusing a child for 
years, beginning when she 
was 9 years old, authorities 
said Friday.

Puredi Hillary, 67, of 
Rancho Cucamonga, was 
arrested Thursday on 
suspicion of continuous 
sexual abuse of a minor 
and committing lewd and 
lascivious acts with a child 
under the age of 14, the 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department  
announced.

The department was con-
tacted by a 14-year-old girl 
in April who alleged that she 
was sexually abused from 
the ages of 9 to 12, and an 
investigation identified 
Hillary as a suspect, the 
department said.

Hillary remained jailed 

on $350,000 bail. It wasn’t 
immediately clear whether 
he had an attorney to speak 
on his behalf.

Hillary and his wife, 
Ruth Hillary, founded the 
Shiloh Tabernacle Church 
ministry in 2001 and both 
are certified as apostles by 
the church, according to its 
website.

“God has worked mir-
acles through their hands 
such as raisings from the 
dead, healings from vari-
ous diseases such as cancer, 
aids, diabetes,” according to 
the website.

The church, which has 
a mailing address in Ran-
cho Cucamonga east of 
Los Angeles, is also known 
as Puredi Hillary Minis-
tries, Inc., according to  
the website.

A message seeking com-
ment from the church 
wasn’t immediately re-
turned Friday.

Church leader held for 
alleged child sex abuse

periods of relief at the end 
of a drought cycle.

The majority of peo-
ple who breathe in the 
spores will be asymptom-
atic, while those who do 
become sick often su¤er 
from a respiratory illness. 
But in some, rare cases, the 
cocci disseminates outside 
the lungs to other parts of 
the body, like the liver, the 
joints, the spine, or the 
brain. Early detection is 
crucial to avoiding debili-
tating or even fatal results.

There are about 10,000 
cases of Valley fever re-
ported every year nation-
wide according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
(CDC), a relatively small 
number compared to other 
illnesses like cancer or 
COVID-19, which has dom-
inated the medical discus-
sion over the last year.

Physicians, patients and 
their loved ones say this has 
resulted in a lack of under-
standing and awareness, 
even among physicians.

“A huge number of the 
doctors in California trained 
somewhere else,” said Dr. 
Royce Johnson, medical di-
rector for the Valley Fever 
Institute at Kern Medical in 
Bakersfield. “A lot of people 

come here and Valley fever 
was a paragraph that they 
heard in their sophomore 
year and they never heard 
about it again.”

Johnson added that in the 
case of small health provid-
ers like urgent care clinics, 
the bill for testing is often 
passed not to the insurance 
company, but to the clinic. 
And even if testing is done, 
that’s no guarantee that the 
infection be caught.

“A lot of the testing that’s 
done isn’t good. And fur-
thermore, even if you have 
a good test, if you develop 
symptoms in the last four 
days, the odds of that test 
being negative when you 
actually have Valley fever, 
are probably 50%,” John-
son said.

Former Hanford Mayor 
Sue Sorensen said that’s 
why the infection is not 
well known outside of the 
San Joaquin Valley.

“Because we have so 
many doctors that come 
here now who aren’t from 
here, the training isn’t in the 
medical system,” she said.

Sorensen said she lost 
her mother, Patricia Matts, 
in 2004 to Valley fever that 
she picked up in Arizona. A 
spinal tap found meningitis, 
which was the result of the 
cocci spreading to the brain.

But since bacterial or even 
viral meningitis would have 

killed Matts at that point, 
Sorensen said the doctor 
she went to in Fresno didn’t 
think to check for fungal 
meningitis and dismissed 
the finding. By the time 
medical personnel deter-
mined it was Valley fever, it 
was too late.

Hanford Joint Union High 
School District Trustee 
Paula Massey added that 
such lack of awareness also 
plays adversely into Valley 
fever treatment. Her oldest 
son, Je¤rey Hamilton, died 
from it in 2017 while her 
youngest son, Theodore, is 
now living with it.

“You have to be on med-
ication for a lifetime. My 
second son who had it, the 
doctor … for some strange, 
crazy reason because his 
numbers were low, took him 
o¤ the medication,” Massey 
said. “Then his numbers 
got high and he was so sick. 
Why would you take him o¤ 
his medication? Once again, 
they don’t know.”

Improvements  
made, needed

Rob Purdie, the patient/
program development co-
ordinator for the Valley 
Fever Institute, says their 
organization has been at 
the forefront of training and 
helping others understand 
the threat.

“In Kern County, we 
have spent a lot of time 
and e¤ort at Kern Medical 
and other entities, public 
health and other entities in 
this community educating 
physicians about Valley Fe-
ver,” Purdie said. “There’s 
a long history of education 
on those e¤orts in Kern 
County, probably more so 
than anywhere else.”

Kern Medical has worked 
with other healthcare en-
tities in the Valley to help 
provide training and con-
duct research. However 
Purdie, himself a patient 
with disseminated Valley 
fever in his brain, cautioned 
that there’s always more 
that can be done.

“If you and I went out to 
Pismo and about 50 yards 
o¤shore we sat on a surf-
board and started talking 
about the movie ‘Jaws,’ 
you’d probably suck your 
toes up out of the water 
and put them up on the 
surfboard,” Purdie said. 
“But talking about it here 
where it’s dry and there’s 
no water around, it doesn’t 
matter — we can talk about  
‘Jaws’ all day.”

Valley fever, Purdie said, 
is in many ways similar. 
When a person is healthy, 
they don’t think about Val-
ley fever, or other illnesses. 
In many cases, it takes hav-
ing a loved one su¤er from 

the illness before they even 
consider the possibility that 
they may have it.

This was the case for 
Sorensen, who recently 
had a scare when she 
had symptoms similar to 
her mother’s.

“Just a few weeks ago, 
I had all these symptoms. 
I had been in Quartzsite, 
Arizona, which is where 
my mom got it and about 
three weeks later, I had ev-
ery symptom of Valley fe-
ver — the night sweats, the 
achy joints, the little bit of a 
cough, extremely tired.”

When Sorensen went 
into the doctor’s o¯ce, she 
asked to be tested, but says 
the medical professional 
she was seeing didn’t know 
what Valley fever was, stat-
ing that he was from some-
where outside the area.

Johnson said it’s not un-
common for doctors to dis-
miss Valley fever as a possi-
ble cause of sickness.

“When somebody walks 
in here and says – and I’ve 
had patients tell me this – 
‘Maybe I should be tested 
for Valley fever,’ they say: 
‘Oh no, it couldn’t be that,’” 
Johnson said. “Because they 
have no idea what the fre-
quency of the disease is. So 
yes, I’ve heard lots of stories 
like that and it is a shame 
because there could be a 
missed opportunity.”

Fever in the time  
of COVID

E¤orts to educate the 
public on the dangers of 
Valley fever have been, and 
are being made.

In 2019, California State 
Assemblyman Rudy Salas 
(D-Bakersfield) pushed 
through AB-203, enabling 
Cal-OSHA to require and 
enforce the provision of 
education to construction 
companies (and other out-
door-related businesses) 
about protection from Val-
ley fever in hotspot areas. 
Those include places like 
Fresno, Kings and Kern 
counties. The legislation 
took e¤ect in May of 2020, 
however, right as COVID-19 
was escalating.

According to Johnson, 
the medical discussion 
has been dominated by the 
pandemic the past year, 
with cocci being sidelined 
in the public’s mind.

“When you’re in the mid-
dle of a historic pandemic, 
every other disease is tak-
ing a back seat, includ-
ing heart disease, stroke, 
cancer … they’re all tak-
ing a backseat to COVID,” 
Johnson said. “COVID has 
definitely shoved every 
other disease to the side 
and that’s probably appro-
priate in the sense that it’s 
the great unknown.”

Department of Forestry In-
cident Management Team, 
said in a statement.

That side of the blaze 
also had burned into an 
area blackened by a previous 
fire, creating gaps in the fuel 
and reducing the spread of 
flames through grass, shrub 
and timber, Gracey said.

In California, the Tam-
arack Fire south of Lake 
Tahoe has now burned more 
than 91 square miles (235 
square kilometers) of timber 
and head-high chaparral of 
mostly national forest land, 
fire o¯cials said Friday.

The fire, sparked by 
lightning July 4 in Alpine 
County, has destroyed at 
least 10 buildings and forced 
the evacuation of more than 
2,400 homes. That includes 
about 1,300 that were or-
dered evacuated for the 
first time Thursday when 
blowing embers ignited a 
new spot fire that jumped 
U.S. Highway 395 north of 
Topaz Lake on the Califor-

nia-Nevada line.
Pat Seekins, operations 

section chief for the Rocky 
Mountain Incident Man-
agement Team that was 
called in to manage the fire, 
said Friday they were shift-
ing significant resources to 
its eastern flank along the 
state line. More than 1,300 
firefighters were battling 
the overall fire, and more 
resources were on their way.

Seekins said the spot 
fire “grew very large” very 
quickly. It already has burned 
an estimated 10 square miles 
(26 square kilometers).

“We had a really active 
day yesterday. It was pretty 
severe,” he said. “It’s a very 
significant spot fire, and it’s 
going to take a lot of work. 
That will be a very high pri-
ority for us today.”

The Douglas County 

Board of Commissioners in 
Nevada declared a state of 
emergency and set up evac-
uation sites at a senior center 
and the Topaz Estates com-
munity center. Neighboring 
Lyon County opened one at 
Smith Valley High School.

Crews also continue to 
provide structure protection 
farther west in California 
near Markleeville, Wood-
fords and Crystal Springs 
south of California Highway 
88, but the worst danger has 
passed there, Seekins said.

Mandatory evacuation 
orders were issued Friday 
in Butte County, Califor-
nia, as the Dixie Fire con-
tinued to grow explosively 
eastward, becoming the 
state’s largest wildfire so 
far this year. On Thursday, 
o¯cials in Plumas County 
in the Sierra Nevada west 
of the Nevada line also or-
dered evacuations.

The fire had burned more 
than 223 square miles (577 
square kilometers) as of 
Friday morning, fire o¯cials 
said. It destroyed at least 
eight buildings and threat-
ened at least 1,500 more.
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In this photo provided by the Bootleg Fire Incident 
Command, a bear cub clings to a tree after being spotted 
by a safety o�cer at the Bootleg Fire in southern Oregon, 
Sunday, July 18, 2021. As more fire personnel moved into 
the area, the cub scurried down the tree trunk and later left 
after being o�ered water. 


