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Hanford in the World Series
Hanford 12U All Stars to lay in Little League World Series,   A2

COVID pandemic
Study: Vaccinated people can 
carry as much virus as others,   A3

RAVYN CULLOR 
rcullor@hanfordsentinel.com 

 The Hanford City Council 
censured Councilmember Art 
Brieno in March this year follow-
ing the public release of an inde-
pendent investigation into the 
councilman’s conduct.

Prior to the censure, however, 
Brieno resigned from his seat, and 
then rescinded the resignation, he 
said, when the issue of indemnifi -
cation came up. 

The city attorney and the 
council rejected Brieno’s request 
for indemnification because it 

would mean if he was sued by 
Community Development Di-
rector Darlene Mata and found 
personally liable, the City could 
be financially responsible for 
paying the damages.

Brieno said he also felt the cen-
sure did not give him due process, 
as he was not allowed in the closed 
session meetings discussing his 
punishment.

City attorney Ty Mizote said 
Brieno was given the opportu-
nity to make statements to coun-
cil in closed and public council 
sessions, which he and his at-
torney did. But, he said, Brieno 
wanted to negotiate the censure 

Brieno says censure failed 
to give him due process
Details behind discipline, 
process  layed out

GARY FEINSTEIN FOR THE SENTINEL  

HANFORD CELEBRATES 130 YEARS
Members of the Hanford City Council help cut the cake on Thursday evening during Market Place to celebrate Hanford’s 130th anniversary. For more photos from the celebration, see Page A2. 

DONALD A. PROMNITZ
dpromnitz@thehanfordsentinel.com 

 The death of Paula Massey’s 
son, Je� rey Hamilton, doesn’t 
just pose the question “Why?”, 
but “What if?”

Hamilton — or “Level J” as his 
friends liked to call him — was 
instrumental in bringing a skate 
park to Longfi eld Center, giving 
Hanford youths a place to skate-
board and rollerblade. He made 
educational games for children 
and wrote music. He was a loved 
and respected member of the 
community, and according to 
Massey, he still had a lot to give. 

Enter Valley fever.
In 2010 Hamilton knocked on 

his mother’s door with symptoms 
resembling a bad fl u.

“He came to my apartment. He 
had a fever. He got to my door and 
said, ‘Mom can you make some 
of this tea you used to make?’” 
Massey said. “I gave him pajamas 
to get in my bed and two hours 
later, my bed was drenched.”

Massey, who is Black, didn’t 
know it at the time, but it was the 
start of a seven-year battle that 
would rob her oldest son of his 
drive, his dignity and fi nally, his 
life. His younger brother, Theo-
dore, also contracted Valley fe-
ver, which has since forced him 
onto disability.

Data and dissemination 
Blacks have been shown to be 

especially vulnerable to the ef-
fects of coccidioides, the fungus 
that causes Valley fever, in re-
ports dating back to 1946 when 
Dr. Charles E. Smith conducted 

studies on military personnel at 
San Joaquin Valley military bases.

Smith tested individuals of all 
races he was in contact with, and 
in his work, found that Black peo-
ple who breathed in the coccidioi-
des fungus were more susceptible 
to dissemination.

“Disseminations occurred in 
about 1% of the clinically mani-
fest infections in the White males 
and one-quarter percent of their 
total infections,” Smith wrote in 
the conclusion of his paper. “The 
disseminations were over 10 times 
as frequent in the [Black] males, 
occurring in about 12% of the 
clinical cases and in about 3.5% 
of the total infections.”

Dissemination occurs when the 
cocci spreads from the lungs to 
other parts of the body such as the 
joints, liver, spine, or the brain. At 
this point, it becomes much more 
di�  cult to treat, with lifelong, and 
even fatal consequences.

Another report was made in 
the 1990s by Dr. Royce Johnson, 
the medical director of the Valley 
Fever Institute at Kern Medical in 
Bakersfi eld.

“We don’t have any data that 
there are distinctions in how 
commonly any given population 
develops Valley fever. What we 
do have data on is the people who 
develop more severe disease,” 
Johnson said.   

In that data, it was noted that 
22% of Black patients with Valley 
fever experienced dissemination 
and 7.3% of Filipinos reached this 
advanced stage. However, the 
sample size in Filipino subjects 
was drawn from a much smaller 

pool. Meanwhile, White patients 
in the study only had a dissemi-
nation rate of 2.2%. 

The Glass family
James Glass, Jr. and his son, 

James III, worked in the solar 
fi elds in the early 2010s, with 
James III acting as a spotter for 
the heavy machinery. About a 
month into a job in 2014, Glass 
noticed that his son was having 
fl u-like symptoms.

James III also started to become 
disoriented, his father said, and as 
his Valley fever disseminated, suf-
fered excruciating head pain that 
often left him laid up on the couch.

“One particular day, he came 
home and he was totally out of 
it. He couldn’t even reach for 
the door, like he was confused 
— it was that pressure that was 
on his head,” Glass recalled. “I 
didn’t know what it was my-
self at the time. I thought he’d 
smoked something.”

James III went to an emergency 
room in Fresno and received a 
spinal tap, revealing meningitis 
from the coccidioidomycosis. He 
was taken to Bakersfi eld for brain 
surgery to relieve the pressure and 
put on medication, but the pain 
kept coming back after he was 
sent home. A shunt was then put 
in to relieve the pressure.

In 2018, he again went to get 
some of the pressure around 
his brain relieved, but accord-
ing Glass, the Fresno practi-
tioners didn’t give him any blood 
pressure medicine.

“That particular time he went 
… that’s when that brain hem-

orrhage happened,” Glass said. 
“They pretty much told me to 
bring him home for hospice. There 
was nothing they could do.”

Glass was ready to take the doc-
tor’s advice, when the University 
of California, San Francisco called 
saying they’d treat his son. He 
stayed in the Bay Area for two 
years dealing with hospitalization, 
rehab and a skilled nursing facil-
ity, where James III developed bed 
sores and scabies, before Glass 
said he got his son out and found 

him better treatment.
Today, James III is back home 

and has shown marked improve-
ment, but he remains completely 
paralyzed on his left side.

Options, insurance 
and costs

For Black families or fami-
lies without a good insurance 
policy, the dangers of having 

Blacks more susceptible to Valley fever dissemination, data show

CONTRIBUTED 

James Glass III with his family. James III contracted Valley fever some time 
in 2014, which disseminated to his brain. A cerebral hemorrhage during a 
surgery left him paralyzed on his left side. 

Please see FEVER, Page A6

Please see PROCESS, Page A5 Please see COMPLAINTS, Page A5

RAVYN CULLOR 
rcullor@hanfordsentinel.com 

 The evidence in an investiga-
tion into complaints against City 
Councilmember Art Brieno de-
tails a 20-month period during 
which City o�  cials knew of 
Brieno’s allegedly inappropriate 
and potentially illegal behavior 
involving a sta�  member, but did 
little about it. 

The independent investiga-
tion, conducted by attorney Ma-
rio Zamora, supports the claims 
by Community Development 
Director Darlene Mata. 

The fi ndings were given to the 
City in November 2020, then ob-
tained by the Hanford Sentinel 
in February 2021 and released to 

the public. In March, Brieno was 
censured by the City Council, 
largely because of actions and 
comments outlined in the inves-
tigation about women, and Mata 
as a person and professional.

The investigation supports two 
main points of inappropriate be-
havior: negativity towards Mata 
and not being clear with her and 
her sta�  about whether he was 
making inquiries as a City Coun-
cil Member or as a private citizen, 
contractor or advocate.

Evidence in the report also in-
dicates Brieno violated various 
sections of the City Council hand-
book on numerous occasions.

City attorney Ty Mizote said 
the City did meet with Brieno 

during that period, but could 
not disclose what was discussed 
in those meetings.

Public criticism 
The “Interference in Sta�  

Functions” clause of the Council 
Handbook says council members 
are not allowed to publicly criti-
cize city sta� , but instead must 
direct criticisms through the 
City Manager.

The investigation lists numer-
ous occasions in which Brieno’s 
actions could be defi ned as pub-
lic criticism, although Brieno 
says he just likes to ask critical 
questions of sta� , which can be 
misconstrued.

Investigation shows City was aware of 
complaints against Brieno for two years
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ALMANAC
Temperature

Precipitation

RealFeel Temperature® Today
An exclusive index of effective temperature, wind, 
humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipita-
tion, pressure and elevation on the human body.

TEMPERATURE TRENDS

Forecast index based on presence of man-made 
particulates affecting aspects of human health.

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™  
number, the greater the need for eye and skin 
protection.

Air Quality airnow.gov

Skywatch

Shown is the highest value of the day.

UV Index Today

 Rise Set

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 
c-cloudy, sh-showers, i-ice, r-rain, t-thunder-
storms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow

Shown is today’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and 
tonight’s lows.
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 as of 7 a.m. Stage 24-hr
 yesterday  (feet) Chng

Pine Flat Reservoir
 Storage Inflow Outflow Elevation 24-hr
 acre-ft cfs cfs (feet) Chng

W 4-8 mph

101°

TODAY

Partly sunny and 
warm

NW 4-8 mph

69°

TONIGHT

Clear to partly 
cloudy

WNW 3-6 mph

64°102°

SUNDAY

Mostly sunny and 
hot

W 4-8 mph

101° 66°

MONDAY

Hot with plenty 
of sun

NW 4-8 mph

103° 65°

TUESDAY

Hot with plenty of 
sunshine

NW 4-8 mph

100° 64°

WEDNESDAY

Hot with plenty 
of sun

Anaheim 91/64/pc 90/64/pc
Bakersfield 103/76/pc 103/70/s
Berkeley 72/58/pc 72/58/s
Chico 100/70/pc 102/69/s
Death Valley 110/92/pc 114/88/s
Fairfield 90/56/pc 91/54/s
Folsom 96/63/pc 97/60/s
Fort Bragg 63/53/pc 65/53/pc
Fresno 102/74/pc 104/69/s
Lodi 93/59/pc 93/55/s
Mammoth Lakes 73/46/t 76/46/t
Monterey 71/57/pc 70/57/pc
Morro Bay 68/55/pc 69/55/pc
Napa 83/54/pc 84/52/s
Oakland 70/58/pc 71/57/pc
Palm Springs 107/85/pc 112/86/s
Paso Robles 94/52/pc 92/50/s
San Diego 77/66/pc 78/66/pc
San Luis Obispo 78/54/pc 78/53/pc
Santa Cruz 69/55/pc 69/54/pc
Santa Rosa 76/52/pc 76/50/s
Stockton 95/61/pc 94/57/s
Tahoe Valley 79/48/pc 80/47/pc
Truckee 82/45/pc 83/45/pc
Ukiah 100/58/pc 97/54/s
Vacaville 95/61/pc 96/56/s
Visalia 99/68/pc 101/62/s
Woodland 98/60/pc 98/57/s

 Today Sunday

Statistics through 3 p.m. yesterday

24 hrs through 3 p.m. yest. 0.00”
Month to date (normal) 0.00” (0.02”)
Year to date (normal) 3.62” (5.93”)
Record for this date 0.04” (1966)

Degree days are an indicator of energy needs. 
The more the total degree days, the more 
energy is necessary to cool.

Yesterday 24
Month to date (normal) 619 (510)
Since January 1 (normal) 1331 (1088)

High/low 105°/73°
Normal high/low 98°/66°
Record high 109° (2016)
Record low  54° (1970)
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Aug 15
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Moon

Aug 8
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Moon
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Sun 6:04 a.m. 8:05 p.m.
Moon 12:07 a.m. 1:41 p.m.

©2021; forecasts and graphics
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REGIONAL OUTLOOK: 
Partly sunny and warm 
today. Winds west-north-
west becoming northwest 
4-8 mph. Expect 6-10 hours of 
sunshine with average relative 
humidity 35% and good drying 
conditions. Clear to partly cloudy 
tonight. Winds northwest 4-8 mph.
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Kings River
at Crescent Weir N.A. N.A.
at Meadowbrook 1.62 +0.07
North Fork of Kings River
at Cliff Camp 3.23 +0.01
at Dinkey Creek 1.20 +0.03
Los Gatos Creek
near Coalinga 3.06 none

217,953 349 1,380 766.50 -0.80

Pollen
Grasses Low
Trees Low
Weeds Low
Mold Low

PARADISE, Calif. (AP)  —  
California’s largest wildfire 
so far this year was flaring 
up Friday but it was because 
the flames were chewing 
through unburned islands 
of vegetation within a pe-
rimeter that firefighters 
have built, authorities said.

The Dixie Fire covered 
376 square miles (974 
square kilometers) in the 
mountains of Northern Cal-
ifornia where 42 homes and 
other buildings have been 
destroyed and more than 
10,000 are still threatened.

The vegetation burning 
inside the fire on Thurs-
day produced a huge “fire 
cloud,” towering columns 
of smoke and ash that can 

pose a danger to firefight-
ers. Residents were given 
assurances that it had been 
expected and would hap-
pen again but did not mean 
crews were losing control 
they have the fire.

“There’s nothing close 
to our line right now. It’s 
all interior fuels burning,” 
Mike Wink, an incident 
commander, said in an 
online briefing.

The fire northeast of the 
town of Paradise, which was 
largely destroyed in 2018 by 
the nation’s deadliest wild-
fire in a century, has been 
burning since July 13 and is 
more than 20% contained.

In remote southern Or-
egon, the nation’s largest 

wildfire was more than half-
way contained after scorch-
ing over 646 square miles 
(1,673 square kilometers) 
in the Fremont-Winema 
National Forest. Active fire 
behavior there also was 
mainly interior pockets of 
vegetation burning, a situ-
ation report said.

A historic drought and 
recent heat waves tied to 
climate change have made 
wildfires harder to fight in 
the American West. Sci-
entists say climate change 
has made the region much 
warmer and drier in the past 
30 years and will continue to 
make weather more extreme 
and wildfires more frequent 
and destructive.

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor reported this week that 
while a robust monsoon has 
delivered drought-easing 
rainfall to the Southwest, 
critically dry conditions 
persist across Northern 
California and the North-
west, where there has 
been an expansion of “ex-
ceptional drought,” the 
worst category.

Nearly 22,000 firefight-
ers and support personnel 
were battling 83 large, ac-
tive wildfires covering 2,720 
square miles (7,044 square 
kilometers) in 13 states 
Friday, the National Inter-
agency Fire Center said.

“Fire weather and the 
conditions of the fuels 

across the country con-
tinue to challenge wildland 

fire managers,” an agency 
statement said.

California wildfire flares but within line crews have built

NOAH BERGER/AP 

A firefighter uses a drip torch to ignite vegetation while 
trying to stop the Dixie Fire from spreading in Lassen 
National Forest, Calif., on Monday, July 26, 2021. 

MIKE CATALINI
Associated Press 

Millions of people in the 
U.S. who haven’t gotten the 
COVID-19 vaccine could 
soon have a new reason to 
roll up their sleeves: money 
in their pockets.

President Joe Biden is 
calling on states and local 
governments to join those 
that are already handing 
out dollars for shots. New 
York, the nation’s biggest 
city, started doling out 
$100 awards on Friday.

The president, health 
o£cials and state lead-
ers are betting that the 
financial incentive will 
spur hesitant people to get 
the shot just as the highly 
contagious delta variant 
sweeps through parts of 
the country — particularly 
those with low vaccination 
rates — and as the number 
of daily inoculations falls 
sharply from its April high.

Jay Vojno, getting his shot 
Friday in New York, said he 
figured some kind of incen-
tive was coming, so he was 
willing to hold o¤ on getting 
vaccinated until it did.

“I knew they were going 
to do it, so I just waited,” 
he said.

Bradley Sharp was 
among those getting a shot 
Friday in Times Square. 
The soon-to-be college 
student had been putting 
it o¤, but knew he would 
have to get vaccinated be-
cause the school he’s going 
to attend requires it.

“I thought I’d come here 
and get it today and get my 
hundred dollars because 
I’m going to get it anyway,” 
Sharp said.

Other states are begin-
ning programs to hand out 
money too. New Mexico 
helped pioneer cash incen-
tives in June and is starting 
another $100 handout for 
vaccinations on Monday. 
Ohio is o¤ering $100 to 
state employees who get 
vaccinated.

Minnesota’s $100 in-
centive started Friday, al-
though several people who 

showed up at the Minneap-
olis-St. Paul International 
Airport to get jabbed with 
the single-dose Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine hadn’t 
heard about the money.

Vidiya Sami, an o£ce 
worker from the Minne-
apolis suburb of Richfield, 
went to the airport because 
it was the only location of-
fering the “one-and-done” 
vaccine.

“That’s why I chose it,” 
Sami said.

She said she delayed get-
ting the shot because she was 
scared at first, “especially 
reading about ... the side ef-
fects from other people.”

“And then I kind of made 
myself more paranoid by 
joining Facebook groups, 
and reading everybody 
else’s symptoms after they 
got the shots,” she said. “I 
was basically just giving 
myself anxiety, but the 
more I researched about 
it, you know, the pros out-
weighed the cons.”

Incentives are not new: 
States have tried lottery-like 
giveaways, free beer, gift 
cards and more. Whether 
they result in getting more 
people vaccinated is not 

clear, said Harald Schmidt, 
an assistant professor at the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia and a research associate 
at the school’s Center for 
Health Incentives and Be-
havioral Economics.

Turning to such mea-
sures suggests that gov-
ernments are facing a level 
of desperation in trying to 
get shots into arms, he said.

“It is right to be alarmed,” 
Schmidt said. “It is right to 
be thinking how do we right 
this ship.” He added that 
he understands the moti-
vation for cash incentives, 
but questioned why they’re 
needed in the first place.

“If we just get needles 
into arms we haven’t re-
ally made any progress on 
the bigger picture, which 
is that whole communities 
are lacking trust in health 
care systems or the gov-
ernment,” he said.

California awarded $116.5 
million in gift cards and 
prizes — the nation’s biggest 
pot of vaccine prize money. 
The spending was aimed at 
getting 70% of eligible peo-
ple inoculated by June 15. As 
of Thursday, though, 62.5% 
of Californians 12 or older 

were fully vaccinated.
In Colorado, Democratic 

Gov. Jared Polis insists 
a host of prizes, includ-
ing five $1 million awards 
and 25 $50,000 college 
scholarships, are critical 
to the vaccination cam-
paign. The state health 
department sends text 
messages to unvaccinated 
residents who live near 
scheduled clinic locations 
to alert them about a $100 
Walmart gift card incen-
tive. The state says clinics 
have seen a 40% increase 
in visits since the program 
was announced July 21.

The Biden administra-
tion is betting the incen-
tives will work. In a state-
ment this week, the White 
House cited a grocery store 
chain that o¤ered $100 
to its workers to get the 
COVID-19 shot and then 
saw vaccination rates climb.

State and local gov-
ernments can use federal 
American Rescue Plan 
relief funding to provide 
the $100, according to the 
statement.

The description of the 
delta variant has been edited 
for clarity.

To get shots in arms, governments 
turn to money in pockets

MARK LENNIHAN/AP 

Jay Vojno gets the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine, Friday, July 30, 2021 in New York. 
Amid increasing concern over the spread of the Delta variant, New York City announced on 
Wednesday that anyone can receive $100 if they get the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 
at any city-run vaccination clinic. 

disseminated Valley fever 
are exacerbated by a lack of 
local options for treatment. 
For Glass and Massey, this 
meant long trips and lower 
quality care. 

“There are a lot of intri-
cacies within our immune 
system … that if you’re of 
African descent or African 
American and you con-
tract Valley fever, you’re 
at a higher risk of severe 
disease,” said Rob Purdie, 
patient/program develop-
ment director for the Val-
ley Fever Institute. “Then 
you may also have issues in 
certain communities in the 
Central Valley especially, 
where there’s di£cult ac-
cess to healthcare, which 
can make it more di£cult 
to get treatment, care and 
taking your medication 
as needed.”

Around the same time 
that James III started 
showing symptoms, Jef-
frey Hamilton started 
having seizures. He also 
had a shunt put in, but it 
would become clogged 
and needed to be drained, 
or the seizures would start 
up again.

“I remember taking him 
up to a doctor’s appoint-
ment in Fresno and we were 
in the car talking,” Massey 
said. “Next thing I know, 
he leaned over on me, then 
he was up. He had a seizure. 
And so we got to the doc-
tor’s appointment and they 
said: ‘Oh no, we cancelled 
that appointment.’”

Other serious prob-
lems have emerged with 
insurance. When Massey 
reached out to the Valley 
Fever Institute, a safety 
net hospital that treats 
everyone, Dr. Johnson told 
her to bring her son in. But 
when the time came for her 
son’s insurers to cover the 
treatments, Massey says 
they refused. To get the 
needed surgery, they had 
to drive up to UCSF. With 
his current MediCal plan, 
Glass says he’s been unable 
to get a neurologist for his 
son locally. 

Johnson said that smaller 
clinics are often footed the 
bill by insurance companies 
for Valley fever testing. 

The family toll
As with any deadly or 

life-changing illness, Valley 
fever a¤ects more than the 
patients. For the families, 
the financial strains, long 
drives, and constant care 
can be an exhausting and 
painful experience.

“Here in the Central Val-
ley, you have the di£culty 
with health disparities and 
access to healthcare and a 
high percentage of patients 
with Valley fever,” Purdie 
said. “And those things 
combine to make it very 
potentially devastating for 
families in this area.”

“It stops you from doing 
what you need to do and if 
we don’t take care of our-
selves as caregivers, we’ll 
get sick,” Massey said.

Massey said she didn’t 
realize the toll it was taking 
on her until the night that 
Je¤rey died. When she got 
home, she fell asleep in her 
chair and when she woke 
up, she realized her blood 
sugar had dropped to a dan-
gerously low level. Luckily, 
despite wanting to be left 
alone, her friend Carolyn 
Hudgins refused to leave 
her side.

“I went to sleep and I 
woke up and I was out of it 
and I said, ‘I’m dying. I’m 
dying,’” Massey said. “I felt 
everything just dropping 
and dying.”

Hudgins was able to use 
some leftover Halloween 
candy to get her blood sugar 
back up. 

Glass is no longer able to 
work — taking care of his 
son is a full-time job.

“It’s tough,” Glass said. 
“He’s got a feeding tube, so 
I have to feed him through 
the feeding tube. Other than 
that, I’ve got to do every-
thing for him. Everything.”

Glass and Massey hope, 
however, that by sharing 
their stories and their expe-
riences they will be able to 
raise the visibility of Valley 
fever and its impact on the 
Black community. 

Purdie, who has Valley 
fever himself, stressed 
that anyone who experi-
ences severe symptoms, 
or symptoms lasting 10 
or more days, should seek 
treatment and get tested 
immediately. 

“I wouldn’t wish this stu¤ 
on anybody,” Glass said.

Fever
From A1


