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off�enders in the juvenile system where
they are more likely to receive appro-
priate education and emotional and
psychological treatment, and less like-
ly to reoff�end after their release,” Gro-
ban wrote.

He said the move also feeds the
goals of reducing prison crowding and
saving money that would otherwise be
spent on incarceration.

The case, known by the then-15-
year-old suspect’s initials, “O.G.”, in-
volves a purported Ventura County
gang member charged with fatally
shooting Jose Lopez, 22, and within a
month fatally stabbing Adrian “Mikey”

Ornelas, 26, in 2018.
State Insurance Commissioner Ri-

cardo Lara authored the law when he
was in the state Senate.

It’s the second time in two months
that the high court has weighed in on
the ballot measure championed by for-
mer Gov. Jerry Brown, who also signed
the Lara bill into law. In December it
held that the four-year-old initiative al-
lowed earlier parole consideration for
nonviolent sex off�enders, contrary to
what Brown had repeatedly told voters.

The case also plays into Los Angeles
County District Attorney George Gas-
cón’s eff�orts to chart a diff�erent course.
He has pledged to stop trying juveniles
as adults in the county, and withdrew a
friend-of-the-court brief his predeces-
sor had fi�led siding with opponents of
the prosecution limits.
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LOS ANGELES – Strong winds
swept out of the interior of California
and out to sea early Thursday, fanning
small fi�res and toppling big rigs.

At least fi�ve trucks were blown over
on interstates in the inland region east
of Los Angeles, KNX news radio report-
ed. 

Three homes were damaged or de-
stroyed by wind-driven fl�ames in the
small San Bernardino County commu-
nity of Bloomington and fi�refi�ghters
were patrolling the neighborhood to
look for hotspots, KABC-TV reported. 

Los Angeles fi�refi�ghters held a brush
fi�re to under 2 acres in the northeastern
San Fernando Valley.

Gusts ranged up to 80 mph in
Southern California’s mountains, the
National Weather Service said.

The COVID-19 mass vaccination site
at Disneyland was shut down due to
the winds, Orange County Supervisor
Lisa A. Bartlett said in a tweet.

Winds also swept through the San
Francisco Bay region as strong surface
high pressure over the Great Basin and
lower pressure along the California
coast set up “ideal off�shore fl�ow” that
ushered in a very dry airmass, the
weather service said.

Gusts in the north and east bay
areas ranged from 65 mph to 80 mph at
upper elevations and windspeeds at
lower elevations ranged from 30 mph
to 50 mph.

California pounded by
strong off�shore winds
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In the past two months, the county
has also launched its own vaccine in-
terest form, where residents can sign
up to be notifi�ed when they become eli-
gible for inoculation, and a website for
those who are already eligible to to
schedule appointments at local vacci-
nation events.

Blue Shield’s insertion as director of
the state’s distribution of COVID-19
vaccines has halted these eff�orts, much
to the dismay of local elected and pub-
lic health offi�cials.

“I am equally frustrated with the
state,” San Joaquin County Public
Health Offi�cer Dr. Maggie Park said in
response to county supervisors’ con-
cerns at the board’s meeting Tuesday.

Park went on to say that she and
other California county health offi�cers
would have preferred the state to come
out with a statewide monitoring sys-
tem before it had received vaccines.

“Many counties went forward and
developed their own systems or bought
systems,” Park said. “We feel that ours
is quite robust, quite unique and really
hits the Health Equity Quartile strong-
ly.”

The county says, while Blue Shield is
scheduled to offi�cially take over distri-
bution eff�orts next week, contracts be-
tween the county and the health care
company are still being negotiated. 

Once the transition is complete, the
county’s Public Health Services will no
longer be receiving vaccines or be in-
volved in distributing them to hospitals
and health care providers in the county,
Park said. County public health offi�-
cials will identify their “best partners”
to Blue Shield, which will then select
among those to receive doses to be dis-
tributed.

“We don’t decide how much each
one gets,” Park said.

Park said the providers selected will
then schedule vaccine events to be put
into a state website called My Turn,
where people who are eligible can sign
up to to be inoculated, as well as regis-
ter to be notifi�ed when they become eli-
gible to receive a vaccine

Supervisor Chuck Winn said ex-
changing the county’s “state of the art”
vaccination distribution system for the
state’s doesn’t make sense.

“We had the Cadillac,” Winn said.
“Now we’re down to a Chevy.”

Toward the end of the discussion at
Tuesday’s meeting, Supervisor Patti
directed County Counsel J. Mark Myles
to look into the county’s options in
fi�ghting against this change and possi-
bly reaching out to other counties as
well to join them.

“These are people’s lives and this is
for the for the benefi�t of our community
and to save people’s lives,” Patti said.

Record reporter Cassie Dickman
covers Stockton and San Joaquin
County government. She can be
reached at cdickman@recordnet.com
or on Twitter @byCassieDickman.
Support local news, subscribe to The
Stockton Record at https://www.rec-
ordnet.com /subscribenow. 
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People stand in line to receive a
COVID-19 vaccination Feb. 18 at the
Progressive Community Church in
south Stockton.
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(Blue Cross) Blue Shield.’ So, some of
these undocumented (workers) will not
fi�t the criteria.” 

The governor’s offi�ce did not reply to
a request for comment by press time.

When prioritizing individuals for
vaccination, “we need to make sure that
those who are exposed to it (COVID-19)
the most or have been disproportion-
ately aff�ected, get the fi�rst round of vac-
cinations,” Rodriguez said. “We are just
not seeing that right now.” 

Rodriguez suggested vaccination ef-
forts for undocumented essential work-
ers need to meet them at their places of
work, at the neighborhoods that they
live, while also providing information
they understand. After The Record re-
ported on how the lack of translations
hindered vaccination eff�orts, the gover-
nor’s offi�ce contacted El Concilio. 

The local organization is planning a
meeting with other community-based
organizations to proactively come up
with a vaccination plan that reaches
into these marginalized communities,
aiming to further pitch it to local and
state authorities. 

San Joaquin’s Offi�ce of Emergency
Services also stated they have hired
translators to assist and review docu-
ments as they are developed. The coun-
ty’s emergency and COVID-19 informa-
tion website – SJReady – will be avail-
able in Spanish soon.

Record reporter Laura Diaz covers so-
cial justice and societal issues. She can
be reached at ldiaz@recordnet.com or
on Twitter laurasdiaz_. Support local
news, subscribe to The Stockton Record
at https://www.recordnet.com/sub-
scribenow.

respective of residency or immigration
status,” the San Joaquin County Offi�ce
of Emergency Services said in an email.
They are currently working on approv-
ing a list of documents that can serve as
proof of identifi�cation without requiring
a government-issued ID. 

When it comes to S.J. farmworkers –
an exposed group where undocumented
essential workers are employed – some
are younger than 60 years or have been
virus transmitters, but the state is not
allowing the county to vaccinate them.

“We are not wondering if somebody
is a citizen or not,” Patti said, “but the
state is saying ‘we are not going to give
you inventory unless you do it through

vulnerable populations of the county
because of the state’s centralized vacci-
nation eff�orts with Blue Cross Blue
Shield.

“How in the world they think they are
going to micromanage our community
and every other community up and
down the state,” San Joaquin County
Supervisor Chair Tom Patti said. 

The centralizing and delocalizing of
eff�orts “is a fl�ashing warning sign of a
disaster unfolding, and once again an
example of a government overreaching
and imposing themselves on local con-
trol, on local issues, and local admini-
stration,” he added. 

Vaccine eligibility in the county is “ir-

or side eff�ects that may require them to
need medical treatment later, which
they are concerned about having the
ability to pay,” said Rodriguez. 

In the United States, there are nearly
11 million undocumented immigrants.
An estimated 50,000 of them live in San
Joaquin County, according to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute. 

From the estimated 11 million undoc-
umented nationally, 5.2 million work in
essential industries and make up nearly
1 in 20 of American essential workers, as
estimated by FWD.us. 

Analysis by FWD.us concluded that
69% of workers who are undocumented
are “frontline essential workers,” mean-
ing they cannot perform their jobs at
home. This rate is higher compared to
overall immigrant workers and U.S.-
born workers, 55% and 48% respective-
ly. 

Thousands of undocumented essen-
tial workers “have been vital, frontline
workers helping the Northern California
community survive the pandemic,”
Todd Schulte, president of FWD.us, said
in an email. 

Rodriguez has spoken to people ad-
vocating for undocumented essential
and farmworkers, and “they are not see-
ing the outreach being done to them to
encourage them to come in for the
shots.” 

San Joaquin County has had to stop
its plan to for a vaccination campaign
using its own data to identify the most
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LVN Isabel Quintero, left, and RN Katrina Nguyen swab farmworkers during
COVID-19 testing at a farm in Linden. CLIFFORD OTO/THE STOCKTON RECORD

The United States has pledged to tell
the world its conclusions on what role
Saudi Arabia’s crown prince played in
the brutal killing and carving up of a
U.S.-based journalist, but as important
is what comes next – what the Biden ad-
ministration plans to do about it.

Ahead of the release of the declassi-
fi�ed U.S. intelligence report, and an-
nouncement of any U.S. punitive mea-
sures, President Joe Biden spoke to Sau-
di King Salman on Thursday for the fi�rst
time since taking offi�ce more than a
month ago. It was a later-than-usual
courtesy call to the Middle East ally,
timing seen as refl�ecting Biden’s dis-
pleasure. Still, a White House readout
made no mention of the killing or the re-
port.

The conversation was overshadowed

by the expected imminent release of
fi�ndings on whether the king’s son ap-
proved the Oct. 2, 2018, killing of Jamal
Khashoggi, a critic of Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s authoritarian
consolidation of power, inside the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul. U.S. intelligence
agencies concluded in 2018 that the
prince likely ordered the killing, a fi�nd-
ing reported by news media but never

offi�cially released.
The White House said Biden on

Thursday discussed with King Salman
the two countries’ “longstanding part-
nership” and welcomed the kingdom’s
recent releases of an advocate for wom-
en’s rights and some of its other political
detainees.

The language came in contrast to Bi-
den’s pledge as a candidate to make
Saudi Arabia “a pariah” over the killing.
The White House off�ered no immediate
explanation for his milder tone with the
king. 

The prince’s critics, including a rights
group founded by the slain journalist,
want him to make good on that pledge
with sanctions or other tough actions
targeting and isolating the prince. They
fear Biden will go with condemnation
instead, eschewing a lasting standoff�
with the likely future ruler of an impor-
tant, but often diffi�cult, U.S. strategic al-
ly, valued both for its oil reserves and its
status as a counterbalance to Iran in the

Middle East. 
The killing drew bipartisan outrage.

Republican Sen. John Cornyn of Texas
said Thursday he hopes Biden talks to
the king ”very straight about it, and very
emphatically, and says that this is not
acceptable.” Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine
of Virginia said he understood the ad-
ministration to be considering new
sanctions to accompany release of the
report. “So it’s a day of reckoning, but
one that’s long overdue.”

The report’s fi�ndings, and Biden’s re-
sulting next steps, at a minimum will set
the administration’s tone for dealing
with the ambitious 35-year-old prince. 

Critics blame Mohammed bin Sal-
man for the kingdom’s imprisonment
and alleged torture of peaceful rights
advocates, businesspeople and other
royals at home and for launching a dev-
astating war in neighboring Yemen and
a failed economic blockade against
neighboring Qatar, among other ac-
tions. 

US set to release fi�ndings about Khashoggi killing
Biden’s response will
establish tone toward Saudis
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Saudi King Salman and President Joe
Biden spoke for the fi�rst time
Thursday since Biden’s inauguration
last month. BANDAR ALJALOUD/AP


