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Riot’s size unforeseen: Acting Capitol
Police chief says advance intelligence
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Flu disappears in US
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pandemic. Some medical centers have
seen zero cases. Region, 3A
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Undocumented essential workers
make up 11% of the essential workforce
in the Stockton-Lodi metro area and
12% in Modesto, according to a new re-
port published by FWD.us, an organiza-
tion founded by Silicon Valley execu-
tives that advocates for immigration
and criminal justice reforms. 

Yet COVID-19 vaccination eff�orts for
that group remains a challenge as San
Joaquin County struggles to coordinate
with the state.

“It’s a concern about how we get
these folks vaccinated,” said Jose Rodri-
guez, president and CEO of El Concilio.

The national pushback against vac-
cinating undocumented workers by
some congressmembers “is discourag-
ing folks from coming forward and get-

ting vaccinated” when they are dispro-
portionately aff�ected and exposed to the
virus, Rodriguez said. 

A lot of misinformation continues to
fl�ow within the Spanish-speaking com-
munity, such as vaccines containing a
tracking chip that could be used to mon-
itor people’s activities, Rodriguez said.
Monetary concerns further discourage
them. 

Expecting undocumented essential
workers to take time off� from work to
stand in line “is just not going to hap-
pen,” Rodriguez added. One of the rea-
sons they are repeatedly exposed “is be-
cause they need the money to support
themselves.”

Even when told vaccines are made
available at no cost, “they are hearing
about potential costs associated with it 

Vaccines delayed for undocumented essential workers

LVN Isabel Quintero, left, swabs farm labor contractor Jorge Eguiluz during
COVID-19 testing at a farm in Linden in August. CLIFFORD OTO/THE STOCKTON RECORD
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San Joaquin County is considering
challenging the state’s decision to
hand over logistics of the county’s
vaccine distribution eff�orts to Blue
Shield of California.

The behemoth health care network
was tapped a few weeks ago to act as
California’s offi�cial “third-party ad-
ministrator” to oversee the distribu-
tion process. Any Californian who
wants a vaccine must also now regis-
ter online with the state instead of
through their home counties.

County and local public health offi�-
cials have recently voiced frustrated
with the takeover, which the county
says will likely happen next week.

At a San Joaquin County Board of
Supervisors meeting Tuesday, Board
Chair Tom Patti called the move to
take vaccine distribution out of the
hands of counties a “power grab” by

the state.
“This sounds like a tremendous bu-

reaucratic loss of local control and
very complicated,” Patti said.

Since COVID-19 vaccines from Pfi�z-
er and Moderna were approved for
emergency use authorization by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration in
December, the state has largely been
allocating the doses from the federal
government to county public health
departments and hospital and health
care networks, which then makes de-
cisions on a local level of how the vac-
cines are distributed.

Since early in the pandemic, San
Joaquin County Public Health Ser-
vices has been working with Bayes-
iant, a company that collects propri-
etary data on individuals, to create
prediction models of COVID-19 infec-
tion rates and hospitalizations in the
county — and more specifi�cally, who
the disease is most likely to make real-
ly sick.

Bayesiant CEO Chuck Davis said
his company can use computer gener-
ated risk assessments to determine
which county residents who are most
likely to die or be hospitalized from
COVID-19. 

These COVID Outcome Risk As-
sessments (CORA) scores are placed
into one of four categories of risk: low,
medium, high and extreme. The high-
er the risk, the more likely to experi-
ence poor outcomes from COVID-19 if
the virus is contracted.

The county had been using the
Bayesiant data reservoir to do CO-
VID-19 outreach and education for at-
risk communities — most often low-
income residents and communities of
color — and also guide its vaccine dis-
tribution eff�orts, such as hosting vac-
cine events in areas where people who
are predicted to suff�er poorer CO-
VID-19 outcomes live.

‘We had the Cadillac’

People stand in line to receive a COVID-19 vaccination on Feb. 18 at the Progressive Community Church in south
Stockton. Blue Shield’s insertion as director of the state’s distribution of COVID-19 vaccines has halted local efforts
like these, to the dismay of local elected and public health officials. CLIFFORD OTO/THE STOCKTON RECORD
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SACRAMENTO – The California Su-
preme Court on Thursday upheld the
state’s 2018 law barring 14- and 15-year-
olds from being tried as adults and sent
to adult prisons even for serious crimes
such as murder, arson, robbery, rape or
kidnapping.

The high court found the law did not
confl�ict with Proposition 57, approved
by voters two years earlier, that allowed
judges to decide whether young sus-
pects should be tried in adult court.

“The amendment is fully consistent
with and furthers Proposition 57’s fun-
damental purposes of promoting reha-
bilitation of youthful off�enders and re-
ducing the prison population,” Asso-
ciate Justice Joshua Groban wrote in the
unanimous decision.

Five lower appellate courts previous-
ly found that there was no confl�ict, but a
sixth appellate panel ruled in 2019 that
SB1391 was superseded by the ballot
measure and therefore was unconstitu-
tional.

Opponents of the law argued that the
state Constitution says such ballot mea-
sures can’t be changed by the Legisla-
ture, only by another statewide vote.

Proponents including state Attorney
General Xavier Becerra countered that
the law furthers the intent of the ballot
measure and therefore is valid. The bal-
lot measure took decisions on whether
to try youths as adults away from dis-
trict attorneys and gave that power to
judges.

The ruling will save youths from
much stiff�er penalties that can be im-
posed in adult court. Youths convicted
in juvenile courts can generally be in-
carcerated only until they reach 25.
There is an exception that allows prose-
cutors to ask judges to hold off�enders
longer if release would endanger public
safety. 

“Nothing in Proposition 57 appears
to forbid the Legislature from making a
judgment that public safety can be bet-
ter protected by keeping the subset of
particularly young, 14- and 15-year-old 
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