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Obituaries

Carl, Marion Elizabeth 92 Stockton 01-Mar Colonial Rose Chapel - - - -
DeGroot, Steven Michael 44 Stockton 26-Feb Colonial Rose Chapel - - - -
*Flores, Herman P. 85 Stockton 20-Feb De Young Shoreline Chapel 10-3 1:00 De Young Shoreline Chapel San Joaquin Catholic Cemetery

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/recordnet/

Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

STOCKTON - April 13, 1935 – February 20, 2021
Herman P. Flores passed away in a local hospital 

on Saturday, February 20, 2021. Herman was a 
lifelong resident of Stockton, CA. He worked for 
over 35 years in the Railroad. After he retired, both 
Herman and his wife enjoyed traveling to various 
States, Casinos & Restaurants. He loved being in 
the car taking day trips and sightseeing. Herman 
also was a monetary donor to Salvation Army, 
Gospel Rescue Mission, St. Mary’s Dining Hall and 
Paralyzed Veterans of America.

 Herman is survived by his children Victoria 
Alvarado (Sal), Vincent Flores, Jessie Ann F. Flores 
(June), Philip Flores (Mary). Herman was preceded 
in death by his wife Ramona F. Flores of 50 years of 
marriage, a son Tommy Flores, his parents Francisco 
H. Flores and Bacilia P. Flores, his brothers Antonio 
P. Flores, Ambrose P. Flores, Philip P. Flores, and 
Angelo Flores, and his sisters Felipa Martinez, Fran-
ces Perez, and Romana Ramirez. All of Stockton, 
CA. He is also survived by a former coworker and 
good friend John Mesa.

Herman leaves behind 14 grandchildren, 30 great 
grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

A special recognition goes out to his daughter, Jessie Ann F. Flores who 
took care of him after the passing of his wife and also a special recognition 
to his granddaughter, Angela Alvarado and son, Vincent Flores that also 
helped as well.

A viewing will be held at De Young Shoreline Chapel, 7676 Shoreline Dr., 
Stockton, CA on Wednesday, March 10, 2021 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. with a Rosary at 4 p.m. Mass 
of Christian Burial will be held at St. Gertrude’s Catholic Church, 1663 E. 
Main St., Stockton, CA on Friday, March 12, 2021 at 9:45 a.m. Committal to 
follow at San Joaquin Catholic Cemetery, 719 E. Harding Way, Stockton, CA.

Herman P. Flores

through the county, access to vaccina-
tion sites has been a recurrent challenge
for agricultural workers and their com-
munities, as The Record reported. 

Agricultural contractors have data-
bases “to contact people that are out
there that possibly the county or the
state doesn’t have,” said Guy Cotton, CFO
of OG Packing. 

Cotton told The Record that packing
houses have a better ability to reach out
and fi�nd agricultural workers “and have
them come in and get them vaccinated.” 

As vaccination eff�orts increased
across California, the state is “still falling
short,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom at a
news conference in Stockton earlier this
week. “We have to go bolder, we have to
go bigger.” 

The governor's offi�ce found that
households that earn $40,000 yearly
were twice as much impacted by the
pandemic than those who earned
$100,000. Furthermore, households that
earned $120,000 a year have twice as
much access to vaccines than $40,000
households. 

The additional eff�orts announced to
push vaccine access equity will focus on

communities who fall into the low quar-
tile of the Healthy Places Index. By at-
tending those in most need, those most
exposed, “that’s the way we’ll get real
progress,” said Newsom. 

Newsom said the Latino community
has been the most disproportionately af-
fected in the state. They are also the ones
who have been hardest hit in San Joa-
quin County too, The Record reported. 

California, San Joaquin County
partnering with community-based
organizations

“We know that it’s been a challenge,
we know it’s been an issue for these folks
not knowing where to go get these vac-
cines,” said Jose Rodriguez, president
and CEO of El Concilio. 

Through their work with Latino and
agricultural workers, Rodriguez knows
“many of them are anxious to get the
vaccine, they just don’t know where to
go.” 

Both state and county are partnering
with CBOs (community-based organiza-
tions) not just to coordinate mobile vac-
cination sites, but to increase transla-
tions, outreach and distribution of accu-
rate information through trusted com-
munity sources. 

“We are looking forward to working
with CBOs and getting that vaccine into
the arms of the people who are deserv-

ing,” said San Joaquin County Public
Health Offi�cer Maggie Park. 

The state’s eff�ort to allocate 40% of
vaccines for those in most need “is very
meaningful to a great proportion of our
citizens,” she said. 

Be it private or public sector, “we have
an obligation, and that obligation is to
get involved, get involved in outreach,
get involved in our community,” said
California State Assemblyman Carlos
Villapudua. 

“We tend to forget that during the
toughest times that we were going
through this (pandemic), our farm
neighbor workers were there for us, and
we need to be there for them,” he told The
Record. 

Eff�orts like these – vaccine access eq-
uity by the county, state, and federal
agencies – do not mean that vaccines
won’t be distributed to the rest of the
population. 

They destress and facilitate the bigger
challenges to reach those who may not
have the same access to health care,
meaning more people get vaccinated
faster. “We are not trying to crowd the
line, we are just trying to be in line,” said
Villapudua. 

“A farmworker will have the worst
toothache, will be hurting and know that
they have to see a doctor, but they will
pick work over that,” he added. “They

won’t miss over work, they won’t. They
prefer to make sure that they are getting
money on their table.” 

By working directly with farm labor
contractors, this marginalized sector of
the county’s population will be able to
receive COVID-19 vaccines. 

In partnership with San Joaquin Gen-
eral Hospital and County Clinics, OG
Packing has vaccinated 150 employees –
theirs and those of other packing houses
– who are older than 65. They have more
clinics scheduled and hope to continue
vaccinating their employees. 

The most vulnerable groups identi-
fi�ed by the state are “exactly who we are
hitting," said Cotton. “It’s pretty much a
representation of California.” 

Cherry season starts next month,
both on-fi�eld and within packing houses.
“We want to make sure than anybody
that has the ability – that wants to be
vaccinated – can be vaccinated,” said
Cotton. 

Record reporter Laura Diaz covers so-
cial justice and societal issues. She can
be reached at ldiaz@recordnet.com or on
Twitter @laurasdiaz_. Support local
news, subscribe to The Stockton Record
at https://www.recordnet.com/subscri-
benow. 
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forbid certain kinds of content, that is in
the exercise of their right as a informa-
tion distributer,” he said. “And the idea
that you would create a cause of action
that would allow people to sue when
that happens is deeply problematic un-
der the First Amendment.” 

The bills vary slightly but many allow
for civil lawsuits if a social media user is
censored over posts having to do with
politics or religion, with some proposals
allowing for damages of $75,000 for
each blocked post. They would apply to
companies with millions of users and
carve out exemptions for posts that call
for violence, entice criminal acts or other
similar conduct.

The sponsor of Oklahoma’s version,
Republican state Sen. Rob Standridge,
said social media posts are being unjust-
ly censored and that people should have

a way to challenge the platforms’ actions
given their powerful place in American
discourse. His bill passed committee in
late February on a 5-3 vote, with Demo-
crats opposed.

“This just gives citizens recourse,” he
said, adding that the companies “can’t
abuse that immunity” given to them
through federal law.

Part of a broad, 1996 federal law on
telecoms, Section 230 generally ex-
empts internet companies from being
sued over what users post on their sites.
The statute, which was meant to pro-
mote growth of the internet, exempts
websites from being sued for removing
content deemed to be “obscene, lewd,
lascivious, fi�lthy, excessively violent,
harassing, or otherwise objectionable”
as long as the companies are acting in
“good faith.” 

As the power of social media has
grown, so has the prospect of govern-
ment regulation. Several congressional
hearings have been held on content
moderation, sometimes with Silicon

Valley CEOs called to testify. Republi-
cans, and some Democrats, have argued
that the companies should lose their li-
ability shield or that Section 230 should
be updated to make the companies meet
certain criteria before receiving the legal
protection. 

Twitter and Facebook also have been
hounded over what critics have de-
scribed as sluggish, after-the-fact ac-
count suspensions or post takedowns,
with liberals complaining they have giv-
en too much latitude to conservatives
and hate groups.

Trump railed against Section 230
throughout his term in offi�ce, well before
Twitter and Facebook blocked his access
to their platforms after the assault on
the Capitol. Last May, he signed a largely
symbolic executive order that directed
the executive branch to ask independent
rule-making agencies whether new reg-
ulations could be placed on the compa-
nies.

“All of these tech monopolies are go-
ing to abuse their power and interfere in

our elections, and it has to be stopped,”
he told supporters at the Capitol hours
before the riot. 

Antigone Davis, global head of safety
for Facebook, said these kinds of pro-
posals would make it harder for the site
to remove posts involving hate speech,
sexualized photos of minors and other
harmful content.

“We will continue advocating for up-
dated rules for the internet, including re-
forms to federal law that protect free ex-
pression while allowing platforms like
ours to remove content that threatens
the safety and security of people across
the United States,” she said. 

In a statement, Twitter said: “We en-
force the Twitter rules judiciously and
impartially for everyone on our service –
regardless of ideology or political affi�li-
ation – and our policies help us to pro-
tect the diversity and health of the pub-
lic conversation.” 
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