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City Strives to 
Finish Mandated 

Housing Document 

The City Council last week 
reviewed staff progress 
on the municipality’s up-

dated housing element, with the 
discussion providing a glimpse of 
what South Pasadena’s housing 
planning may look like for the 
next eight years.

The state wants the housing 
element to be adopted by Oct. 15, 
although there is a grace period 
that extends the deadline to Feb. 
11. South Pasadena must adopt 
the housing element by the latter 
date if it wants to remain on the 
eight-year cycle. If it doesn’t, the 
cycle switches to four years.

“As I’ve watched the develop-
ment of the housing element, I’ve 
realized it’s not a housing ele-
ment; it’s elements,” Councilman 
Jon Primuth said last week, em-
phasizing the plural. “There’s so 
many pieces of policy that go into 

this.”
With the city allocated 2,067 new 

housing units through the Regional 
Housing Needs Assessment, the 
city’s planning staff conducted an 
inventory that examined existing, 
vacant and underutilized sites. Staff 
members also looked at possible 
density and zoning changes and 
the number of accessory dwelling 
units, or ADUs, that could be built.

The inventory found that the 
South Pasadena housing element 
can accommodate up to 2,355 
housing units. RHNA allocations 
and the housing element are not 
building quotas or mandates — 
rather, they require that cities 
show that, through their planning 
and zoning policies, the number 
of housing units in the allocation 
could theoretically be developed.

The proposed South Pasadena 
housing element recommends den-
sities of 50 dwelling units per acre 
on Mission Street, 60 per acre on 

SPHS Has 8 National Merit Semifinalists

By Haley Sawyer
The Review

Tigers Cruise Past Alhambra, 18-0, in Girls’ Tennis

To Save
a Date 

With Kate

I’ve done the same thing.
I met a woman, struck up a 

great conversation, and then 
said goodbye without asking her 
full name or any way through 
which I could pursue a possible 
future relationship.

Bill Suter, of South Pasadena, 
also fell prey to that single man’s 
snare, but he’s much more deter-
mined and cleverer than I ever 
was in marching down the path of 

Turning a Pandemic Page, In-Person Story Time Returns

andy  
Lippman

around
town

Eight South Pasadena High School students qualified as semifinalists in the 67th annual National Merit Scholar-
ship program, it was announced last week. Miranda Liu (front row, from left), Xiangbo Qi, Ethan Xie and Alyssandra 
Lachica, along with Mason Whang (back), Connor Wang, Jason Liu and Joseph Broderick join 16,000 qualifying 
students nationwide who represent less than 1% of U.S. high school seniors competing for about 7,500 scholarships. 
Semifinalists qualify by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test and earning scores that 
are among the highest in the state. These talented SPHS seniors now have the opportunity to compete for National 
Merit scholarships, which will be announced in the spring of 2022.
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Once upon a time, a scary 
virus banned library story 
time for little children ev-

erywhere.  
That chapter seems to have 

closed for now, however, with the 
South Pasadena Public Library 
ushering back the decades-long 
tradition of in-person storytelling 
this week. Library Park was filled 

with families of children ages 3-5 
for the preschool story time, gleeful 
chatter and wiggling youngsters 
collecting on the lawn’s expanse. 

Although the library hosted 
64 online story times due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the in- 

person activity brought a joy and 
energy that just couldn’t be repli-
cated with the virtual stories, par-
ents noted.  

On Tuesday, Jessika Fairbanks 

Photo by  
Natalie Miranda /  
The Review

Hyejung Kim and 
her son Isaac, 3, sit 
on the Library Park 
lawn during the first 
in-person story time 
in 18 months at 
the South Pasadena 
Public Library. 

By Natalie Miranda
The Review

See LIPPMAN, page 4
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South Pasadena High 
School’s varsity girls’ 
tennis team includes 
(front row, from left) 
Sarah Uwabo, Ava 
Feldman, Stephanie Li, 
Sarah Chung and An-
nette Woo. Back: Kyra 
Campbell, Claire Chen, 
Serin Hwang, Charlie 
Kami-Duffin, Elizabeth 
Petty and Isha Zafra.
For coverage of the 
game, see page 8.

See STORY TIME, page 6

See HOUSING, page 4


