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a future relationship. In his pur-
suit, Suter has twice taken out a 
half-page color ad in the South 
Pasadena Review.

Our hero is 99 years old but age 
knows no bounds when it comes 
to striking up a new friendship.

The ad reads “66-year-old Kate. 
Please Call 99-year-old Bill. Sub-
ject: Dinner. 323-254-6143.”

“I made a living using the En-
glish language, so I think I know 
how to express myself,” Suter said. 
“Besides, I’ve always thought it 
pays to advertise.”

As Suter tells it, he and Kate 
passed each other several times 
while grocery shopping at Pa-
vilions in South Pasadena a few 
weekends ago. After running 
into each other a few times, the 
woman introduced herself as Kate 
and they struck up a conversation. 
He even asked if she was married, 
and she waved her hand to show 
she was not, and she told him that 
he definitely did not look his age.

He recalls she was about 5 feet, 
5 inches tall, slender, and had ash 
blond hair.

“We clicked and I was too 
stupid to ask for her number. I’ve 
been kicking myself ever since,” 
Suter said. “I’ve been looking for 
her ever since.”

He’s even gone back to the gro-
cery store on the weekends, but he 
has yet to find the right Kate.

His ad hasn’t produced many 
results. There was a caller whose 
name was Jane but who said he 
could call her “Katie.” He took her 
to dinner anyway and they had a 
pleasant time, but no “clicks” were 
heard, and they went their sepa-
rate ways.

“I figured someone would call,” 
he said, not really counting the 
woman named Jane.

Just from talking to him, he 
sounds like quite a catch. He’s got 
a great laugh, says he’s on no med-
ications and walks a mile after 
breakfast.

“I figure I still have five or six 
years ahead of me,” he said.

Suter, who has lived in South 
Pasadena for 55 years, has been 
married three times, and he had to 
bury each love. His first marriage 
lasted 25 years and produced twin 
girls; his second marriage lasted 
35 years, and last fall he lost his 
third wife of five years.

He was an independent insur-
ance adjuster who ran his own 
firm in South Pasadena until he 
retired at 75. Since then he’s been 
a volunteer, first at the local li-
brary, then serving as an officer 
for the Friends of the Library. For 
12-15 years, he delivered Meals 
on Wheels for the South Pasadena 
Senior Center.

“Bill was one of our most com-
mitted volunteers,” recalled Lil-
iana Torres, former Senior Center 
manager. “He rarely missed a de-
livery day and filled in for those 
who could not deliver. He loved to 
travel the world, take photographs 
and dance.

“He is known for his positive 
attitude, never a day when he isn’t 
smiling and grateful,” she added. 
“He is a super happy-go-lucky guy 
in social settings.”

He attended all the special 
events and dinner dances of-
fered by the Senior Center. Some 
years ago, he and his girlfriend 
were voted king and queen of the 
annual program. Suter loves to 
ballroom dance — swing, foxtrot, 
cha-cha, you name it, he can do it.

All of his wives danced, and he 
recalled that he really got to know 
his second wife while they were 
out on the dance floor.

“We danced, we dated and we 
fell in love,” he said.

“A few years ago, I attended a 
[Senior Center] annual gala and 
Bill and his wife were seated at 
our table,” recalled Maida Wong, 
public services manager at the li-
brary. “Bill was dressed in a fab-
ulous damask tuxedo and he and 
his wife spent the evening dancing 
away. He’s energetic, strong, 
friendly and mentally sharp.”

Suter plays bridge with a group 
in Arcadia and it is scheduled to 

go soon on a cruise out of Los An-
geles.

“There are seven women and 
me. I’ve been told I’m the des-
ignated dancer,” said Suter, who 
grew up in New Jersey and is a vet-
eran of World War II.

And, as if to prove his forti-
tude, Suter has booked a cruise at 
Christmas and another cruise in 
2022.

Suter said he’s not deterred 
by the lack of replies to his ad, or 

his lack of success in retracing 
his steps in the grocery aisles. He 
plans to place himself Saturday — 
the day he says she goes grocery 
shopping — outside the entrance 
to Pavilions, wearing his World 
War II veteran’s cap. 

So, if you are that Kate, please 
stop by and re-introduce yourself. 
Your determined suitor awaits.

Who wants to count years when 
you can count on trying to make 
your dreams come true?

WORSHIP in the COOL of the day:
Sunday at 9:15 a.m. on the patio

Wednesday Service at 6 p.m.
www.sjcsp.org

ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1235 Monterey Rd. at Fremont, South Pasadena

626-799-9194

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  
Tuesday: 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.  & Saturday: 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

Schedule of Masses:
Monday - Friday: 6:20 a.m. & 8:15 a.m.

Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. (followed by Adoration until 7:00 p.m.)
Saturday: 8:15 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Vigil

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.(tent), 9:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.

After a missed connection at Pavilions, Bill Suter 
has bought ads in the Review hoping to locate the 
woman, a 66-year-old Kate.

Photos courtesy Marsha Tylke

Bill Suter dances with his late wife, Shirley, at their 2015 wedding. Suter is a known ballroom dancer and calls himself the “designated dancer” 
for an upcoming cruise for his bridge club.

South Pasadena resident Bill Suter, pictured in Xilitla, Mexico, in 2015, is 
hoping to reunite with a woman, Kate, who enchanted him during a chance 
encounter at Pavilions.
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Fair Oaks Avenue and 70 per acre in 
so-called “height sites,” 12 of which 
have been identified.

Margaret Lin, interim director of 
planning and community develop-
ment, outlined several goals of the 
housing element in the staff presen-
tation, which was made at the Sept. 
15 City Council meeting.

The housing element will serve 
to maintain standards of livability 
by using green building stan-
dards, use California Department 
of Transportation surplus proper-
ties as housing options and make 
improvements to lower-income 
housing units, the staff report said.

Affordable housing is also at the 
forefront. The city will work with the 
San Gabriel Regional Housing Trust 
as well as state and county pro-
grams to create affordable housing.

Opportunities for increasing 
housing production will be pur-
sued, including building ADUs. 
Equal opportunity housing with 
market-rate programs like senior 
housing is another goal.

The city also looks to make sure 
zoning codes are consistent with 

state legislation and the approval 
process for eligible projects is 
streamlined.

A draft of the housing element 
will be available for public view at 
the end of the month.

“I would encourage council to 
look at the draft that’s being re-
leased very closely. I would en-
courage staff to ask questions,” said 
City Manager Arminé Chaparyan. 
“This is an important process. Es-
pecially now where cities are being 
put in a position where the need is 
there, we’re being asked to identify 
solutions, but the solutions are very 
challenging.”

ANIMAL COMMISSION’S 
FATE UNDECIDED

The City Council tabled the dis-
cussion on the future of the Animal 
Commission at its Sept. 15 meeting, 
leaving the commission in limbo 
for the time being.

The commission, which advises 
the council on all policy matters 
concerning animals, could possibly 
be maintained, disbanded com-
pletely or turned into an ad hoc ad-
visory body. 

“I don’t think the question is 
‘Is the work important?’” Primuth 

said. “The question is ‘Where 
should the work be done?’ and it’s 
really an allocation of work and it’s 
under the process where we have to 
allocate resources.”

The commission was founded in 
1983 and last met in March 2020, 
with meetings put on hold since 
then due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. There are two members on 
the commission and no applica-
tions are on file at the city clerk’s 
office for the commission.

A handful of former commis-
sioners came to voice support of the 
panel. They noted previous work 
the commission had done, such as 
halting a proposal for a fee for stray 
animal pickup and creating di-
saster care for pets so that animals 
aren’t left behind in the event of a 
natural disaster.

“Tough decisions here,” said 
Mayor Pro Tem Michael Cacci-
otti. “I feel like this is one of the big 
events in the nation where all the 
former presidents come.”

With the council torn on direc-
tion for the Animal Commission, it 
voted unanimously to examine the 
issue at a future meeting and for 
staff to bring back another report 
with more options.
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